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FRAGMENT 


FIRST. 


OF  THE  PRETENDED  MISTAKES 

•  . ..  t 

OF  THE 

PHYSIONOMIST. 

6  THE  mod  Ikilful  Phyfionomifts/  it  is  alleged,  ‘  are  liable  to  error 

*  in  judgement/ 

It  is  of  importance  for  us  by  fome  remarks  to  meet  this  obje&ion, 
one  of  the  molt  formidable  that  can  be  raifed  again!!  Phyfiognomy. 

I  lay  it  down,  firft,  as  a  fa6l,  that  there  is  fome  truth  in  this  alfer- 
tion ;  I  fhall  endeavour  neverthelefs  to  demonftrate  in  a  few  words, 
that  the  Phyfionomift  may  appear  to  be  miftaken — and  even,  that  the 
more  Ikilful  he  is,  the  more  he  muft  feem  under  an  error,  though  in 
effeft  his  decifions  be  well  founded. 

Thus  we  admit,  that  the  Phyfionomift  is  fometimes  deceived :  we 
muft  neverthelefs  infill,  that  his  errors  prove  nothing  more  than  the 
limited  nature  of  his  penetration;  but  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the 
Science  is  fallacious.  To  conclude  from  the  miftakes  committed  by 
the  Phyfionomift,  ‘  that  Phyfiognomy  in  general  merits  no  confidence/ 
is  the  fame  thing  with  maintaining,  ‘  that  reafon  is  a  mere  chimera,  be- 

*  caufe  every  reafonable  man  may  happen  occafionally  to  a  £1  contrary 
‘  to  reafon/ 

To  deny,  merely  on  account  of  thofe  miftakes,  the  capacity  of  the 
Phyfionomift,  is  like  reafoning  in  this  manner :  ‘  Such  a  man’s  me- 
‘  mory  has  oftener  than  once  failed  him ; — therefore  he  has  no  me- 
‘  mory — or,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  faculty  is  in  him  Angularly  weak/ 

The 
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The  conclufion  is  by  no  means  fo  evident;  and  in  order  to  de¬ 
termine  it,  you  muft  begin  with  inquiring,  what  proportion  there 
is  between  the  cafes  in  which  it  has  ferved  him  faithfully,  and 
thofe  in  which  it  has  proved  treacherous  ?  A  mifer  fhall  ten  times 
in  his  life  give  away  his  money ;  is  that  fufficient  to  procure  him 
the  reputation  of  generofity  P  Firft  inquire,  how  much  he  is  able, 
and  ought  to  give,  beyond  what  he  has  done?  A  good  man  fhall 
have  on  more  than  one  occafion  a6ted  amifs ;  but  do  not  with¬ 
draw  your  efteem  from  him,  till  you  know  in  how  many  cafes  he 
has  afted  irreproachably.  The  man  who  plays  frequently  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  greater  danger  of  lofing,  than  the  perfon  who  never 
plays.  Thofe  who  have  acquired  the  art  of  fkating  fometimes 
fall,  and  afford  a  fubjeft  of  mirth  to  the  calm  fpe6lator.  He  who 
relieves  a  great  many  poor  people,  runs  the  rilk  of  frequently  mif- 
applying  his  bounty.  It  is  very  certain,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
who  never  gives  at  all,  runs  no  rilk  of  giving  improperly ;  he  may 
therefore  value  himfelf  upon  a  prudence  which  fecures  him  in  this 

refpe£l  againft  all  furprife. - He  who  never  forms  a  judgement, 

certainly  fhuns  the  danger  of  pronouncing  an  erroneous  judgement. 
The  Phyfionomift  judges  more  frequently  than  the  perfon  who  holds 
the  Science  in  derifion :  for  this  reafon  he  is  more  frequently  liable 
to  miftake,  than  the  perfon  who  declines  to  pronounce  any  Phyfiog- 
nomical  opinion.  He  is,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Anti- Phyfionomift,  what 
the  generous  man  is  in  the  eyes  of  the  mifer.  e  The  bounty  of 
4  that  man  is  wholly  mifapplied/  fays  the  mifer: — The  Anti-Phy- 
fionomift’s  language  is  to  nearly  the  fame  purpofe,  when  he  main¬ 
tains,  ‘  that  all  the  decifions  of  the  Phyfionomift  are  erroneous.’ 

And  where  is  the  favourable  decifion  pronounced  by  the  Phyfio¬ 
nomift,  whofe  juftice  may  not  be  difputed?  There  is  not  a  man  in 
the  world,  however  wife,  however  enlightened,  however  virtuous, 
who  does  not  carry  within  him  the  feeds  of  every  error,  every  im- 
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PRETENDED  MISTAKES  OF  THE  PHYSIONOMIST.  5 


perfe&ion,  every  vice — in  other  words,  there  is  no  man  whofe  no- 
bleft  propenfities  may  not  degenerate  into  excefs,  or  affume  a  falfe 
direftion. 

You  obferve  a  man  gentle  and  meek,  who  ten  times  fucceflively 
fhall  have  kept  filence  when  provoked  to  wrath,  who  perhaps  even 
never  loft  temper  under  the  perfonal  infults  he  received. — The  Phy- 
fionomift  reads  in  his  face  all  the  elevation,  all  the  firmnefs  of  his 
mind. — At  the  firft  glance  he  will  fay  of  him,  e  His  gentlenefs  is  not 
c  to  be  ruffled.’ — You  make  no  reply — perhaps  a  fmile  efcapes  you — 
or  elfe  you  exclaim,  c  Excellent  Phyfionomift !  why,  I  myfelf  fur-, 
‘  prifed  that  man  in  a  violent  pafiion/ — But  on  what  occafion  did  he 
forget  himfelf  to  fuch  a  degree?  Was  it  not,  perhaps,  when  one 
whom  he  highly  values  was  vilely  traduced?  c  Yes;  he  entirely  loft 
‘  himfelf  in  undertaking  the  defence  of  his  friend.’ — c  What  more  is 
‘  neceffary  to  prove  that  the  Science  of  Phyfiognomy  is  a  chimera, 
£  and  the  Phyfionomift  a  dreamer?’  In  good  earneft,  which  of  the 
two  is  in  the  right,  and  which  has  formed  a  falfe  conclufion  ? — The 
moft  fenfible  of  men  may  fay  a  foolifh  thing — the  Phyfionomift  is 
aware  of  it,  never  thinks  of  taking  it  into  the  account,  but  declares 
‘  that  fuch  a  man  is  endowed  with  great  fenfe.’  And  you  pretend  to 
ridicule  this  decifion,  becaufe  fomething  filly  has  dropped  from  the 
fenfible  man  in  your  prefence.  Once  more,  On  whofe  fide  lies  the 
miftake  ?  The  Phyfionomift  decides  not  upon  one,  nor  upon  feveral 
aflions — as  a  Phyfionomift  it  is  not  even  from  a£lions  that  he  forms 
his  judgement;  he  obferves  the  difpofitions,  the  character,  the  ef- 
fential  qualities,  the  faculties,  the  predominant  powers,  which  in 
certain  circumftances  appear  in  oppofition  to  the  condu6t. 

Befides,  the  man  who  is  reputed  weak  or  vicious,  is  perhaps  pof- 
fefled  of  natural  talents — his  heart  may  contain  the  germ  of  every 
virtue. — If  the  eye  of  the  Phyfionomift  who  is  friendly  to  mankind, 
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and  difpofed  to  look  for  what  is  eftimable  in  human  nature,  per¬ 
ceive  fome  traces  of  thefe  happy  difpofitions — if  he  communicate 
this  difcovery — or  if  he  go  even  fo  far  as  to  refufe  to  pronounce  a 
decided  judgement  againft  that  man — immediately,  in  this  cafe  too, 
he  becomes  the  obje£t  of  ridicule.  And  yet,  is  it  not  poflible  all 
the  while,  that  a  difpofition  to  the  moft  exalted  virtue,  that  the  fire 
of  genius  may  lie  buried  under  the  afhes,  till  the  quickening  breath 
of  benevolence  animate  and  blow  them  up  into  a  flame  ?  All  that 
is  neceffary  is,  to  approach  the  lifelefs  heap,  to  blow  upon  it  with 
confidence,  though  after  the  firft,  the  fecond,  and  even  the  third  ex¬ 
ertion  nothing  were  yet  to  be  feen  but  afhes. — It  is  true,  the  mere 
fpedlator  will  walk  off,  will  laugh,  will  tell  the  flory  wherever  he 
goes,  and  divert  himfelf  at  the  Phyfionomift’s  expence — but  the  lat¬ 
ter  will  fpeedily  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  patience,  and  warm  him¬ 
felf  at  the  fire  which  he  kindled. 

The  happieft  difpofitions  are  frequently  concealed  under  the  mod: 
difgufling  outfide.  (We  fhall  explain  afterwards  why  this  mull  hap¬ 
pen.)  A  vulgar  inexperienced  eye  perceives  nothing  but  ruin  and 
defolation ;  it  fees  not  that  education,  and  other  circumflances, 
have  placed  an  obflacle  in  the  way  of  every  effort  that  tended  to¬ 
ward  perfection.  The  Phyfionomift  obferves,  examines,  and  fuf- 
pends  his  judgement.  He  hears  a  thoufand  voices  crying  out,  ‘  See 
e  what  a  man!’ — But,  in  the  midft  of  the  uproar,  he  diftinguifhes 
another  voice,  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying  to  him  alfo,  e  See  what 
e  a  man!’ — He  finds  caufe  for  adoration  where  others  blafpheme,  be- 
caufe  they  cannot  or  will  not  comprehend,  that  the  very  figure  from 
which  they  turn  away  with  abhorrence,  prefents  traces  of  the  power, 
the  wifdom,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  great  Creator. 

The  Phyfionomift  who  is  a  Man  and  a  Chriftian — that  is  to  fay,  a 
wife  and  a  good  man — a6ts  very  frequently  in  oppofition  to  his 
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Phyfiognomical  inftinft. —  I  explain  myfelf  badly:  —  he  appears 
to  a£t  in  contradiction  to  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  certain  per- 
fons ;  he  treats  them  not  according  to  the  judgement  he  has  formed 
of  them.  A  new  caufe  of  the  apparent  miftakes  of  the  Phyfionomift, 
and  which  fo  frequently  robs  him  of  the  reputation  of  a  juft  Ob- 
ferver,  or  even  expofes  to  raillery  both  the  fpirit  of  obfervation  and 
the  truth.  He  fees  e  rafcal  ’  written  on  the  face  of  the  beggar  who 
appears  at  his  door — and  yet  does  not  drive  him  away,  but  fpeaks 
to  him  with  kindnefs — he  darts  a  piercing  look  into  his  foul — and 
what  fees  he  there? — Alas!  vice,  diforder,  total  degradation. — But 
is  this  all  he  difcovers?  What,  nothing  good? — Suppofmg  it  were 
fo,  ftill  he  fhall  fee  there  the  clay  which  muft  not,  and  cannot  fay 
to  the  Potter,  c  Why  haft  thou  made  me  thus?’  He  obferves,  he 
adores  in  filence;  and  turning,  away  his  face,  he  conceals  a  tear 
whofe  language  is  emphatical,  not  to  men,  but  to  Him  who  made 
them.  With  the  hand  of  a  brother  he  prefents  to  the  indigent  wretch 
the  offering  of  charity ;  he  bellows  it,  not  only  out  of  compaftion 
for  the  fad  companion  of  his  diftrefs,  not  only  out  of  love  for  their 
innocent  family,  which  is  languilhing  for  want  of  aftiftance,  but  out 
of  love  to  the  unhappy  man  himfelf — out  of  love  to  God,  who  has 
created  all  things,  even  the  wicked  themfelves  for  the  glory  of  his 
name ;  he  gives,  in  the  hope  of  blowing  into  a  flame,  if  it  be  pof- 
lible,  a  little  fpark  which  he  ftill  perceives. — The  miferable  wretch 
makes  a  bad  ufe  of  his  bounty.  No  matter :  the  Chriftian  has  fol¬ 
lowed  the  impulfe  of  his  heart.  And  neverthelefs,  if  his  conduct 
have  been  obferved,  the  cry  undoubtedly  will  be,  ‘  See  how  that  ho- 
‘  neft  man  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  impofed  on  !’ 

Man  is  not  the  judge  of  his  fellow-creatures.  O,  to  what  a  de¬ 
gree  is  not  the  humane  Phyfionomift  convinced  of  this! — The 

Mightieft,  the  Lord  of  mankind  came  into  the  world,  not  to  judge, 
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but  to  fave.  Not  that  the  vices  of  guilty  men  were  concealed  from 
his  eyes;  he  unveiled  them  to  others,  when  charity  demanded  that 
they  fhould  be  expofed ;  but  he  condemned  not,  he  punifhed  not, 
he  pardoned :  4  Go,  and  fin  no  more/ — Did  he  not  vouchfafe  to 
admit  a  Judas  to  his  prefence,  to  keep  him  as  his  difciple,  to  em¬ 
brace  him,  though  he  knew  him  to  be  the  perfidious  wretch  who  was 
afterward  to  betray  him  ? 

Wifdom  deftitute  of  goodnefs  is  folly.  I  would  not  wifh,  bleffed 
Jefus !  to  have  thy  eye,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  thou  gaveft  me  thy 
heart.  Let  juftice  govern  my  opinions,  and  goodnefs  my  a6tions! 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  new  cafe.  A  man  of  a  character  notorioufly  in¬ 
famous,  and  a  woman  whofe  reputation  is  gone,  who  have  been  con- 
vi£ted  in  ten  inftances  in  which  they  aflerted  their  innocence,  are 
at  length  wrongfully  accufed,  and  appeal  to  the  Obferver  of  Phy- 
fionomies.  He  puts  them  to  every  kind  of  proof,  and  difcovers 
that  in  this  inftance  the  accufation  is  unjuft.  Prudence  warns  him, 
that  he  expofes  himfelf  to  ridicule  if  he  declare  in  favour  of  the  ac¬ 
cufed — but  confcience  forbids  him  to  be  filent — he  loudly  attefts, 
6  that  thefe  parties,  criminal  in  former  inftances,  are  for  the  prefent 
4  innocent.’  Immediately  every  voice  condemns  the  decifion : 
*  Such  a  judgement,’  they  cry  out,  4  ought  not  to  have  proceeded 
4  from  a  Phyfionomift.’  Once  more  I  a(k,  With  whom  lies  the 
error? 

I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  now  furnifhed  fome  hints  which  may  en¬ 
gage  perfons  of  fenfe  to  judge  the  Phyfionomift  with  as  much  cir- 
cumfpe&ion  as  they  expe£t  from  him  in  the  judgements  which  he 
lhall  pronounce  on  other  men,  and  on  themfelves. 
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ADDITION. 

IT  is  with  Phyfiognomical  opinions  and  judgements,  as  with  all  opi¬ 
nions  and  judgements  on  whatever  fubje£t.  If  you  aim  at  preventing  all 
mifconception,  all  contradi£tion,  you  muft  for  ever  renounce  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  deciding  faculty.  No  one  has  a  right  to  pretend,  that  his  de- 
cifions  fhould  be  the  univerfal  ftandard  of  opinion.  What  appears  to 
one,  beautiful,  incomparable,  divine,  is  reje£ted  by  another  with  indif¬ 
ference,  or  even  with  contempt.  But  great  care  mull  be  taken,  not  to 
make  an  improper  ufe  of  this  truth  by  reafoning  thus:  ‘  That  which  is 
‘  beautiful  and  good  to  one,  is  entirely  different  in  the  eyes  of  another: 
4  nothing  therefore  is  determinate:  the  Science  of  Phyfionomies,  there- 
‘  fore,  is  a  mere  chimera.’ 

Very  far  from  it;  and  I  maintain,  that  every  judgement  has  what  may 
be  called  its  Phyfionomy — juft  as  every  fenfible  obje6t  has  one  peculiar 
to  itfelf — and  that  the  diverfity  of  judgements  is  by  no  means  a  proof 
of  the  mutability  of  the  object.  Take  for  example,  a  book  which  paints 
in  the  moft  lively  colours  the  pleafures  and  the  pains  of  love.  Every 
young  perfon  gets  poffeftion  of  it,  devours  it,  cries  it  up  to  the  ikies, 
takes  delight  in  it.  The  fame  work  falls  into  the  hands  of  an  old  man : 
he  fhuts  it  calmly,  or  perhaps  furlily.  ‘Amorous  infipidities!  cries  he. 
c  Alas!  it  is  the  tafte  of  the  age;  but  what  occafion  have  we  for  fuch 
‘  fort  of  books?’  The  champions  of  the  two  parties  happen  afterwards 
to  meet:  the  one  maintains,  that  the  work  is  excellent;  the  other,  that 
it  is  contemptible.  Which  of  them  is  in  the  right?  and  who  is  able  to 
decide  between  them?  The  Phyftonomift  alone.  He  addreffes  the  com¬ 
batants  thus:  ‘  Compofe  yourfelves:  the  difpute  hinges  merely  on  the 
‘  words  excellent  and  contemptible ;  but  the  book  about  which  you  wran- 
‘  gle  is  equally  diftant  from  both  thefe  extremes.  And  I  will  tell  you 
‘  the  reafon  why  it  makes  fuch  a  different  impreflion  upon  you.  You, 
<  my  good  young  man,  trace  yourfelf  in  the  hero  of  the  romance;  he 
‘  po defies  your  engaging  qualities,  your  propenfities;  he  is  under  the 

x/  IF  G  fame 

VOL.  II.  ^ 


io 


FRAGMENT  FIRST. 


c  fame  illufion  that  you  are;  he  thinks,  he  feels  as  you  do,  and  you  ad- 
6  mire  what  refembles  yourfelf.  And  you,  my  aged  friend,  would  like 
e  the  book  much  better,  if  it  contained  maxims  of  wifdom,  and  the  lef- 
‘  fons  of  experience/ 

Thus,  therefore,  judgements  fo  oppofite  refpe&ing  the  fame  book, 
chara6terize  the  perfons  who  pronounce  them ;  and  recourfe  muft  be 
had  to  an  impartial  umpire,  in  order  to  fettle  the  real  value  of  the  per¬ 
formance  in  queftion. 

But,  are  we  perfe&ly  certain  that  this  umpire  will  always  be  impar¬ 
tial,  and  will  he  never  lean  toward  his  own  refemblance?  That  may 
happen:  but  confider  alfo,  this  umpire  is  but  a  man;  and  for  this  reafon 
we  prefent  here  effays  only,  fimple  fragments,  which  however  have 
likewife  their  Phyfionomy;  and  every  judgement  pronounced  honeftly 
by  our  Readers,  may  ferve  as  an  addition  to  our  fragments. 

In  the  world,  there  is  a  mutual  relation  between  every  part  of  the 
great  whole :  this  is  a  truth  which  we  fhall  oftener  than  once  place  in 
view,  in  the  fequel.  The  univerfality  of  relations  is  known  to  God  alone: 
for  this  reafon,  all  our  Syftems,  all  ourTreatifes  Philofophical  and  Phy- 
fiognomical,  can  never  be  more  than  Sketches, 
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AMONG  the  objections  which  tend  to  deftroy  the  confidence 
which  is  due  to  the  Science  of  Phyfionomies,  one  of  the  moft  com¬ 
mon,  and  the  moft  powerful,  is  derived  from  the  art  of  diffimula- 
tion — an  art  pra6tifed  fo  frequently,  and  carried  fo  far.  If  I  produce 
a  folid  refutation  of  this  objection,  I  fhall  confider  myfelf  as  having 
almoft  gained  my  caufe. 

‘  Men,’  it  is  faid,  4  are  at  all  poflible  pains  to  appear  wifer,  honefter, 

*  and  better  than  they  are.  They  ftudy  the  air  and  the  tone  of  pro- 

*  bity;  they  imitate  its  language — and  the  artifice  fucceeds.  They 
4  deceive,  they  impofe  upon  the  world — and  become  at  length  fuch 

*  mafters  in  the  art,  that  they  diffipate  every  fhadow  of  fufpicion  ex- 
4  cited  refpeCting  their  integrity.  Perfons  of  the  profoundeft  {kill,  of 
4  the  cleared:  difcernment,  even  thofe  who  have  made  Phyfiognomy  a 
4  particular  ftudy,  have  been  frequently  deceived,  and  ftill  are  fo 
4  every  day,  by  thefe  impofing  outfides.— How  then  can  Phyfiognomy 
4  ever  acquire  certainty?’ 

Such,  in  all  its  force,  is  the  objection  to  which  I  am  going  to  offer 
a  reply. 


I  admit. 
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I  admit,  £  that  diffimulation  may  be  carried  to  an  aftoniffiing 
e  height — and  that  perfons  of  the  greateft  difcernment  may  be  grofsly 
*  deceived  in  the  judgements  they  form  of  certain  characters.’ 

But  though  I  make  no  difficulty  about  granting  this,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  relatively  to  the  certainty  of  Phyfiognomy,  the  objection  in 
queftion  is  not  near  fo  formidable  as  is  generally  believed,  or  as 
fome  would  wiffi  it  fhould  be  thought ;  and  my  opinion  is  founded 
principally  on  the  two  following  reafons : 

Firft,  There  are  in  the  exterior  of  man  many  things  unfufceptible 
of  difguife ;  and  thefe  very  things  are  undoubted  indications  of  an 
internal  character. 

In  the  fecond  place,  Difguife  itfelf  has  fenfible  marks,  though  it  be 
difficult  to  determine  them  by  words  or  ligns. 

‘  There  are,’  I  fay,  6  in  the  exterior  of  man  many  things  not  fuf- 
e  ceptible  of  difguife ;  and  thefe  very  things  are  certain  indications 
‘  of  an  internal  charaCler.’ 

Where  is  the  man,  for  example,  who  can  at  pleafure  influence  his 
bony  fyftem  ?  who  can  prefent  his  forehead  in  form  of  an  arch,  when 
it  is  naturally  flat,  or  render  it  uneven  and  angular  when  it  is  natu¬ 
rally  regular? 

Who  is  able  to  change  the  colour,  the  form  and  the  pofition  of 
his  eyebrows?  to  enlarge  or  diminifh  his  lips?  to  round  his  chin,  or 
ffiarpen  it  into  a  point?  to  fubftitute  a  Grecian  nofe  in  room  of  the 
flat  one  he  has  received  from  nature  ? 

Who  can  change  the  colour  of  his  eyes,  give  them  a  deeper  or  a 
lighter  {hade  ?  or  make  hollow  eyes  prominent  ? 

The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  the  ears,  their  form,  their  pofition, 
their  diftance  from  the  nofe,  their  height,  their  cavity. — The  fame 
obfervation  is  likewife  applicable  to  the  fcull,  to  the  greateft  part  of 
the  profile,  to  the  complexion,  to  the  mufcles,  to  the  beating  of  the 

pulfe — 
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pulfe — all  of  them  fo  many  certain  indications  of  the  temperament 
and  chara6ler  of  the  man — as  we  fhall  prove  afterward — or,  at  leaft, 
as  it  would  be  eafy  to  prove,  and  as  it  is  daily  perceptible  to  an  Ob- 
ferver  of  the  fmalleft  experience. 

And  how  is  it  pollible  for  difiimulation  to  take  place  here  ? 

All  the  parts  of  the  body  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  in  general 
almoft  all  thofe  which  are  exterior,  how  can  they  admit  of  the  leaft 
diflimulation  ? 

Let  a  man  fubjeft  to  anger  attempt  to  appear  phlegmatic,  or  one  of 
a  melancholy  habit  endeavour  to  aflume  a  fanguine  appearance — de¬ 
pends  it  upon  himfelf  to  change  inftantaneoufty  his  blood,  his  com¬ 
plexion,  his  nerves,  his  mufcles,  and  the  chara£ters  which  are  the 
expreflion  of  them  ? 

Let  a  perfon  of  a  violent  charaHer  affe<ft  the  gentleft  tone  of  voice, 
the  calmeft  deportment — yet  will  not  his  eyes  always  preferve  the 
fame  colour,  the  fame  prominency  ?  will  his  hair  change  its  nature, 
and  his  teeth  their  pofition  ? 

To  no  purpofe  will  that  man  ftrive  to  aflume  an  air  of  capacity: 
he  will  never  fucceed  in  effe£ling  a  change  on  the  profile  of  his  face 
(the  lips  excepted — and  even  they  can  undergo  only  a  very  flight  al¬ 
teration),  nor  in  acquiring  the  appearance  of  a  wife  or  a  great  man. 
He  may  fmooth  or  wrinkle  the  Ikin  of  his  forehead,  but  the  bony 
part  will  remain  always  the  fame.  The  man  of  eminence,  the  true 
genius,  is  incapable  of  lofing,  or  of  entirely  concealing,  the  infalli¬ 
ble  marks  of  the  penetration  with  which  he  is  endowed;  juft  as  the 
fool  is  incapable  of  difguifing  all  the  flgns  of  his  folly :  if  he  pof- 
fefled  that  talent,  he  would  be  no  longer  a  fool. 

It  will  be  objeHed,  that  the  exterior  of  man  confldered  under 
other  appearances  may  ftill  greatly  aflift  difguife.  Granted;  but  I 
maintain  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is  by  no  means  impoflible  to  detect 
that  difguife.  I  am  even  perfuaded,  £  that  there  is  no  fpecies  of  dif- 
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1  guife  or  diffimulation,  but  what  has  certain  and  fenfible  chara&ers, 
4  though  it  may  be  difficult  to  exprefs  them  by  words  or  figns.* 

If  thefe  characters  have  hitherto  been  confidered  as  indetermina¬ 
ble,  this  is  to  be  imputed  not  to  the  objeft  which  is  obferved,  but 
only  to  the  Obferver. 

In  order  to  perceive  them,  there  is  need,  I  confefs,  of  much  inge¬ 
nuity  and  long  pra&ice ;  and  of  a  Phyfiognomical  genius  the  moft 
fubtile,  in  order  to  determine  them.  I  will  go  fo  far  as  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  one  does  not  always  fucceed  in  attempting  to  explain  them 
by  lines,  words,  and  particular  figns. 

But  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  thefe  chara&ers  in  themfelves  are  fufcep- 
tible  of  determination.  How !  have  conftraint,  mental  effort,  the 
diftraflion  which  ever  accompanies  difguife,  no  marks,  perceptible 
at  leaft,  if  not  determinable  ? 

4  Is  the  diffembler  ftriving  to  difguife  his  fentiments?  There  paffes 
c  within  him  a  combat  between  the  true  which  he  wiffies  to  conceal, 
*  and  the  falfe  which  he  would  prefent.  This  conflift  throws  all  the 
4  fprings  of  aflion  into  confufion.  The  heart,  whofe  office  it  is  to  ex- 
4  cite  the  fpirits,  impels  them  in  the  direflion  which  they  ought  na- 
4  turally  to  take.  The  will  rifes  up  in  oppofition,  checks  them,  de- 
4  tains  them  priforiers,  tries  to  divert  their  current  and  prevent  their 
4  effect,  in  order  to  deceive.  But  many  of  them  make  their  efcape, 
4  and  the  fugitives  haften  to  carry  certain  information  of  what  paffes 
4  in  the  fecret  council.  Thus,  the  more  one  wiffies  to  conceal  the 
4  truth,  the  more  violent  is  the  ftruggle,  and  the  apter  is  the  cheat  to 
4  betray  itfelf.’  Thus  Dom  Pernetty  expreffes  himfelf,  and  I  am  per- 
feftly  of  his  opinion. 

At  the  moment  I  am  writing,  I  have  before  me  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance ;  but  I  muft  not  decide  whether  it  makes  for  or  againft  me. 
Two  perfons  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  who  have  repeatedly 
appeared  before  me,  maintain  with  the  utmoft  confidence  two  affer- 

tions 
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tions  which  dire&ly  contradift  each  other.  The  one  affirms,  ‘  You 
c  are  the  father  of  my  child — the  other,  ‘  I  never  touched  you.’ — . 
They  both  muft  know,  that  one  of  thefe  depofitions  is  true,  the 
other  falfe :  one  of  them  muft  neceffarily  be  fpeaking  truth,  while 
the  other  fupports  a  falfehood. — Thus,  I  have  at  once  before  my  eyes 
an  abominable  impofture,  and  accufed  innocence. — Thus,  it  is  clear, 
that  one  of  the  two  has  the  art  of  difguifing  to  a  prodigious  degree ; 
and  it  follows,  that  the  blackeft  falfehood  can  affume  the  exterior  of 
innocence  opprefled. — Yes,  it  can:  and  it  is  humiliating  that  it  can — 
or,  rather,  not  properly  that  it  can  ;  for  it  is  a  prerogative  of  human 
nature,  free  by  its  effence,  to  be  fufceptible  not  only  of  a  perfectibility, 
but  aifo  of  a  corruptibility  that  knows  no  bounds ;  and  it  is  precifely 
this,  which  gives  value  to  the  efforts  of  man  to  amend  himfelf,  and 
attain  moral  perfe&ion. — It  is  dreadful,  then,  not  that  bafe  untruth 
can  affume  the  appearance  of  oppreffed  innocence,  but  that  it  a£tu- 
ally  does  affume  it. 

*  It  does  affume  it,  then ;  and  what  fays  the  Phyfionomift  to  that?’ 
Here  he  is. 

I  have  before  me  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  has  no  need  to  em¬ 
ploy  conftraint  in  order  to  appear  what  he  is  not;  the  other  makes 
prodigious  efforts,  and  muft  difguife  them  with  the  greateft  folicitude. 
The  guilty  party  feems  to  have  more  affurance  than  the  innocent: 
but,  depend  upon  it,  the  voice  of  innocence  has  more  energy,  more 
eloquence,  more  power  of  perfuafion ;  depend  upon  it,  the  look  of 
the  innocent  perfon  is  more  open  than  that  of  the  impoftor.  I  ob- 
ferved  that  look  with  the  tendernefs  and  indignation  which  confcious 
innocence  and  deteftation  of  vice  infpire ;  that  look  which  cannot 
be  defcribed,  and  which  fpoke  in  the  moft  energetic  manner,  ‘  Dareft 
‘  thou  deny  it  ?’ — I  diftinguifhed  at  the  fame  time  another  look  co¬ 
vered  with  a  cloud;  I  heard  a  voice  rough  and  arrogant,  but  weaker, 

deeper,  anfwering,  i  Yes,  I  dare  deny  it.’ — In  the  attitude,  efpecially 

in 
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in  the  motion  of  the  hands,  in  the  air  and  gait,  as  they  were 
brought  forward  and  difmiffed — the  abafhed  look  of  the  one,  the 
dejefted  countenance,  the  approach  of  the  tip  of  the  tongue  to 
the  lips,  at  the  moment  when  I  was  reprefenting  all  that  was  fo- 
lemn  and  formidable  in  the  oath  which  they  were  going  to  take- 
while  in  the  other  was  perceptible  a  look  firm,  open,  aftonifhed, 
which  feemed  to  fay,  e  Juft  Heaven!  and  dareft  thou  fwear?*— 
Reader,  you  may  truft  me,  I  underftood,  I  felt  where  lay  inno¬ 
cence,  and  where  criminality. 

The  defender  of  the  widow  Gamm  is  right  in  faying,  *  This 
4  warmth,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefiion,  is  the  pulfe  of  inno- 
4  cence.  Innocence  has  accents  that  are  inimitable ;  and  wo  to  the 
4  Judge  who  cannot  diftinguifh  them !’ 

4  What !  eyebrows  ?’  fays  another  French  Author — (I  think  it  is 
Montagne) — 4  what !  eyebrows  ?  what !  fhoulders  ?  Every  motion 
4  fpeaks,  and  in  a  language  intelligible  without  inftrudlion,  and  a  lan- 
4  guage  that  is  univerfal/ 

I  cannot  quit  this  interefting  topic,  without  fubjoining  fome  farther 
remarks.  That  which  follows  is  of  a  general  nature. 

What  we  call  honefty,  candor,  is  the  fimpleft  thing  imaginable, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  inexplicable :  they  are  words  whofe 
meaning  is  at  once  very  extenfive  and  very  reftri£ted. 

1  fhould  be  tempted  to  denominate  a  being  perfectly  honeft,  a  god ; 
and  one  deftitute  of  all  fenfe  of  honor,  a  demon.  But  men  are  nei¬ 
ther  gods  nor  demons :  they  are  men ;  and  not  one  of  the  whole 
race  is  perfe£tly  honeft  or  difhoneft. 

When  we  fpeak  therefore  of  falfehood  and  integrity,  the  words 
muft  not  be  taken  in  a  rigid  fenfe.  Let  us  allow  him  to  be  a  man  of 
integrity,  whom  no  corrupt  defign,  no  criminal  intereft  engages  to 
aflume  a  difguife ;  and  let  us  call  him  falfe  who  endeavours  to  pafs 
for  better  than  he  is,  in  the  view  of  procuring  fome  advantage  to 

himfelf 
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himfelf  at  the  expence  of  another.  This  laid  down,  what  follows 
is  what  I  have  to  add  refpe&ing  diflimulation  and  candor,  as  they 
relate  to  the  Phyfionomy. 

If  ever  man  has  been  impofed  on  by  diflimulation,  I  am  that  man. 
If  ever  any  one  had  reafon  to  confider  the  art  of  diflimulation  as  an 
objection  againft  Phyfiognomy,  I  am  he  :  neverthelefs,  the  more  I  have 
been  deceived  by  the  exterior  of  a  counterfeit  probity,  the  more  I  think 
myfelf  authorized  to  maintain, c  that  confidence  may  be  repofed  in  our 
‘  Science.’  Is  it  not  natural  for  the  feebleft  mind  to  become  at  length 
attentive,  when  forced  to  it  by  repeated  impofture,  and  prudent,  by 
dint  of  attention?  I  have  feen  myfelf  obliged  in  fome  meafure  to 
collefl  all  my  ftrength,  in  order  to  difcover  the  precife  marks  of 
rectitude  and  difhonefty — or,  in  other  words,  to  fortify  and  analyze 
to  a  certain  degree  that  obfcure  fenfation  which  I  felt  at  firft  fight  of 
a  perfon — a  fenfation  fo  natural,  fo  juft,  and  on  which,  however,  my 
heart  and  my  reafon  forbade  me  too  implicitly  to  rely — but  which 
did  not  deceive  me ;  for  every  time  I  have  tried  to  efface  this  firft 
impreflion,  I  have  had  reafon  to  repent  it. 

In  order  to  dete£l  the  impoftor,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  catch 
him  at  the  moment  when,  imagining  he  is  alone,  he  is  ftill  himfelf, 
and  has  not  had  time  to  drefs  his  face  in  the  expreflion  which  he 
knows  how  to  afliime.  To  difcover  hypocrify  is,  according  to  my 
idea,  the  moft  difficult  thing  in  nature,  and  yet  the  moft  eafy : — 
difficult,  as  long  as  the  hypocrite  thinks  himfelf  obferved ;  eafy, 
the  moment  he  forgets  that  he  is  obferved.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  much  eafier  to  difcern  and  to  feel  candor  and  honefty,  becaufe 
they  are  always  in  a  natural  ftate,  without  having  occafion  to  re¬ 
cur  to  conftraint  or  embellifhment. 

It  muft  be  carefully  obferved,  however,  that  timidity  or  terior 

may  give  an  appearance  of  difhonefty  to  the  moft  innocent  coun¬ 
tenance. 
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You  frequently  obferve,  that  a  perfon  who  is  telling  you  a  flory, 
or  communicating  fomething  in  confidence,  dares  not  look  you  in 
the  face — and  that  not  from  falfehood,  but  timidity.  In  general,  we 
have  a  bad  opinion  of  one  who  looks  downward  when  he  fpeaks 
to  us,  and  are  difpofed  to  fufpefl  his  honefty.  At  leaf!:,  it  an¬ 
nounces  weaknefs,  timidity,  imperfeflion — a  timidity  which  eafily 
degenerates  into  falfehood.  The  timid  are  in  continual  danger  of 
becoming  falfe.  With  what  eafe  do  they  adopt  the  ideas  of  all 
thofe  whofe  fociety  they  frequent !  how  apt  are  they  to  affirm  what 
is  affirmed  by  others,  and  to  deny  what  they  deny !  Were  the  falfe¬ 
hood  and  infidelity  of  St.  Peter  any  thing  but  timidity?  Few  have 
fufficient  ability,  that  is  to  fay,  fufficient  energy,  fufficient  felf-con- 
fidence,  to  concert  and  execute  a  plan  of  perfidy,  by  covering  the 

deceit  with  a  veil  of  candor  and  friendfhip. - But  there  is  another 

and  much  more  numerous  clafs  of  mankind,  in  whom  you  find  not 
hearts  hard  and  barbarous,  but  men  refpeftable,  good,  noble,  tender¬ 
hearted,  and  of  delicate  organization.  Such  men,  precifely,  are 
moft  in  danger  of  failing  in  point  of  candor;  they  are  ever  ap¬ 
proaching  the  threshold,  or  rather  the  abyfs  of  falfehood — and 
hence  they  acquire  the  habit  of  not  looking  at  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  fpeak.  They  frequently  condefcend  to  employ  flattery  which 
their  heart  difavows ;  fometimes  they  indulge  themfelves  in  raillery, 
levelled  at  a  man  of  worth,  perhaps  even  at  a  friend. — Yet  to  make 
a  friend  the  butt  of  raillery !  no :  if  one  be  capable  of  that,  he 
muft  not  be  ranked  among  the  generous  and  affeflionate. — Rail¬ 
lery  and  friendfhip  are  as  oppofite  as  Chrift  and  Belial — but  a  lit¬ 
tle  pleafantry  on  things  ferious,  facred,  divine — alas  !  it  is  too 
eafy  for  a  heart  that  is  perfeftly  honeft,  but  weak  and  timid,  to 
be  decoyed  into  this  fnare. — Incapable  of  refilling  or  refufing,  he 
will  frequently  promife  to  two  different  perfons,  what  he  can  grant 
only  to  one :  he  will  embrace  the  opinion  of  both,  while  he  ought  to 
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adopt  the  one,  and  reje£t  the  other.  Shame !  timidity !  ye  have 
made  more  hypocrites  than  ever  malice  and  intereft  produced. 

But  to  return  to  our  fubjeCl — Timidity  and  want  of  candor,  weak- 
nefs  and  falfehood,  frequently  have  a  ftriking  refemblance  in  their  ex- 
preflion.  Never,  however,  will  it  be  poflible  for  a  man  who  has 
grown  old  in  habits  of  difhonefty,  and  who,  combining  timidity  and 
pride,  has  become  a  mafter  in  the  art  of  fedu&ion — never  will  it  be 
poflible  for  him,  I  fay,  to  excite  the  agreeable  impreflion  which  can¬ 
dor  makes  on  the  mind.  He  may  deceive;  but  how?  It  will  be  faid 
of  him,  ‘  that  it  is  impoflible  to  fpeak,  to  appear  thus,  without  being 
‘  in  earned.’  But  never  will  it  be  faid,  c  My  heart  underftood  the 
c  language  of  his — I  feel  myfelf  at  eafe  with  him — his  face  attefts  his 
6  probity  ftill  more  than  his  converfation.’  Nothing  of  that  fort  will 
be  faid  ;  or,  if  one  Should  happen  to  hold  fuch  language,  it  could 
not  be  the  effe6t  of  a  thorough  conviction,  which  banifhes  every 
fhadow  of  doubt.  A  look,  a  fmile — yes,  it  is  you  who  betray  the 
fecret  of  the  hypocrite ;  it  is  you  who  fhut  the  heart  againft  him, 
even  when  little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  you. 

Finally,  That  firfl  fenfation  which  difhonefty  had  excited  in  us,  that 
profound  fenfation  which  we  had  at  firfl;  rejected,  or  ftifled,  will  pierce 
through  the  veil  which  reafon  had  fpread  over  it,  at  leaft  when  we 
are  convinced  of  having  been  deceived. 

But  where  then  is  that  probity  Ample  and  pure,  diftinguifhed  with¬ 
out  effort,  and  which  communicates  itfelf  without  referve  ? — -Where 
is  the  look  which  exprefles  candor,  cordiality,  fraternal  affeCtion — - 
the  look  naturally  open,  without  compulfion  or  conftraint — the  firm 
look  of  confcious  integrity,  which  never  fhrinks  nor  turns  afide  ? 

Happy  the  man  ‘who  has  found  it  1  Let  him  fell  all  that  he  hath, 
and  buy  the  field  which  contains  fuch  a  treafure. 
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ADDITION. 

I  PRESENT  the  profile  of  a  celebrated  Criminal,  who  is  faid 
to  have  carried  hypocrify  to  the  higheft  pitch.  It  is  true,  this 
copy  is  too  incorre£lly  drawn,  to  admit  of  my  warranting  the  like- 
nefs ;  but  to  take  it  as  it  is,  that  eye,  in  other  refpe6ts  fo  admira¬ 
ble,  fo  intelligent,  combined  with  that  mouth,  and  that  fhort  nofe 
which  has  an  expreflion  of  timidity,  mufl:  ever  excite  a  fufpicion 
of  difiimulation.  I  queftion  if  any  one  could  pretend  to  trace  in 
this  countenance,  the  imprefs  of  that  amiable  candor  which  touches 
and  attra&s  the  heart. 


FRAGMENT  THIRD. 

OF  HUMAN  LIBERTY,  AND  ITS  LIMITS. 


HERE  is  my  opinion  on  this  important  fubjeft.  Man  is  free  as 
the  bird  is  in  the  cage.  He  has  a  circle  of  aftivity  and  fenfibility, 
whofe  bounds  he  cannot  pafs.  As  the  human  body  has  lines  which 
bound  it,  every  mind  has  its  peculiar  fphere  in  which  to  range;  but 
that  fphere  is  invariably  determined. 

To  have  afcribed  to  education  alone  the  power  of  forming  and  re¬ 
forming  man,  is  one  of  the  unpardonable  fins  which  Helvetius  has  com¬ 
mitted  againft  reafon  and  experience.  Perhaps  no  proportion-  more  ab- 
furd  has  been  maintained  in  this  philofophic  age.  Who  can  deny,  that 
with  certain  heads,  certain  figures,  men  are  naturally  capable  or  inca¬ 
pable  of  experiencing  certain  feelings,  of  acquiring  certain  talents,  a 
certain  kind  of  activity?  I  fay  incapable,  becaufe  capacity  is  limited  to 
a  point  at  which  it  ceafes.  To  dream  of  conftraining  a  man  to  think,  to 
feel  as  I  do,  would  be  to  require  that  his  forehead  and  nofe  fhould  af- 
fume  the  form  of  mine:  it  would  be  like  faying  to  the  eagle, ‘Move  (lowly 
‘  as  the  tortoife;’  and  to  the  tortoife,  *  Imitate  the  fpeed  of  the  eagle/ 
Admire  the  philofophy  of  our  modern  Lucians.  They  pretend  that, 
like  the  foldier  who  lofes  his  individuality  under  the  ftrokes  of  his  offi¬ 


cer’s  cane,  compelling  him  to  regulate  his  motions  by  thofe  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  or  of  the  file-leader,  we  ffiould  purfue  ftep  by  ftep,  in  fubmiffion  to 
their  difcipline,  the  route  which  they  are  pleafed  to  prefcribe.  1  he  true 
knowledge  of  man,  the  ftudy  of  Phyfiognomy  alone,  can  aboliffi  this  ty¬ 
ranny,  the  mod  intolerable  of  all.  A  man  can  only  do  what  he  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing;  or  be  but  what  he  is.  He  can  rife  to  a  certain  degree ;  but 
farther  he  cannot  go,  were  his  life  at  (lake.  Every  man  ought  to  be  mea- 
fured  according  to  his  own  powers.  The  queftion  is  not,  ‘  What  we 
‘  would  do  in  his  place?’  but,  ‘  Of  what  is  he  capable  in  virtue  of  the 

<  faculties  with  which  he  is  endowed;  what  may  be  expedled  of  him  in 

<  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  cafe?  O  Men,  children  of  the  fame 

You  II.  F  Father, 
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Father,  when  will  you  judge  equitably  of  your  brethren?  when  will  you 
ceafe  from  exafting  of  the  man  of  fenfibility  the  abftraft  knowledge 
which  pertains  only  to  the  profound  thinker,  and  from  the  profound 
thinker,  warmth  of  feeling  ?  It  is  to  look  for  pears  on  an  apple-tree, 
or  to  expe£t  that  the  vine  fhould  produce  apples.  As  man  can  never  at¬ 
tain  the  perfeftion  of  an  angel,  fhould  it  be  ever  fo  much  the  obje£l  of 
his  ambition — fo  every  individual  of  the  human  fpecies  has  his  perfon- 
ality;  and  it  is  as  impoflible  for  him  to  identify  himfelf  with  another 
man,  as  it  is  to  become  an  angel.  If  I  did  not  know  myfelf  by  feeling 
and  experience,  and  fhould  happen  to  meet  a  face  fuch  as  my  own,  I 
would  fay  at  once  with  perfe£l  conviflion,  e  that  no  circumftances,  no 
‘  education  could  poffibly  unite  to  that  form  the  intrepid  courage  of  a 
f  Charles  XII.  or  the  algebraic  fpirit  of  a  Euler,  or  the  claflifying  genius 
e  of  a  Linneus,  as  long  as  the  forehead  and  nofe  preferve  the  ftrufture 
‘  and  defign  which  they  have.’  I  am  free  in  my  own  domain.  I  poffefs 
the  power  of  afling  as  I  pleafe  in  my  own  fphere.  If  I  have  received 
but  a  fingle  talent,  you  muft  not  exaft  fo  much  from  me,  as  from  another 
who  has  received  two;  but  it  depends  wholly  on  me  to  employ  well  or 
ill  that  one  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot.  A  certain  meafure  of  faculties 
has  been  affigned  me  as  my  portion :  I  am  able  to  make  ufe  of  it,  to  in- 
creafe  it  by  employment,  to  diminilh  it  by  ina£tion,  and  to  deftroy  it  to¬ 
tally  by  abufing  it — but  never  will  it  be  in  my  power,  with  that  deter¬ 
minate  meafure,  to  execute  what  might  be  done  with  a  double  portion 
of  thofe  faculties  exerted  in  the  fame  manner.  By  dint  of  application 
you  may  equal  a  man  of  talents  who  is  carelefs;  and  with  confiderable 
talents  it  is  poffible  to  come  near  genius  which  has  never  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  or  the  means,  of  unfolding  itfelf; — or  rather,  application  feems 
to  rife  to  the  level  of  talents,  and  talents  to  the  level  of  genius — but 
never  will  application  create  talents  and  genius.  Every  one  muft  remain 
what  he  is.  Only  it  is  poftible  for  him,  to  a  certain  degree,  to  perfe<ft, 
to  extend,  to  unfold  himfelf.  Every  individual  is  a  mafter  and  fove- 
reign;  but  he  is  fo  only  within  the  circle  of  his  own  domain,  be  it  great 


\ 


or 
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or  fmall.  He  may  cultivate  his  own  eftate  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  its  re¬ 
venue  may  equal  that  of  a  territory  twice  as  large  whofe  cultivation  is 
neglefted ;  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  extend  his  own  boundary,  un- 
lefs  the  fovereign  proprietor  give  him  the  neglected  field  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour  to  clear.  A  juft  idea  of  human  liberty,  and  of  the  bounds  to  which 
it  is  reftri£ted,  is  very  proper  to  render  us  humble  and  intrepid,  modeft 
and  a£tive.  Hitherto ,  and  no  further;  but  hitherto !  It  is  the  voice  of  God, 
it  is  Truth  and  Phyfiognomy  which  addrefs  us  in  this  language :  they 
fay  to  every  one  who  hath  ears  to  hear,  Be  that  which  thou  art3  and  become 
what  thou  art  able  to  be. 

Every  Phyfionomy,  every  chara&er  is  fufceptible  of  the  ftrangeft  al¬ 
terations;  but  thefe  alterations  are  determined  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner.  Every  man  has  a  great  fphere  of  a£livity,  and  finds  himfelf  mafter 
of  a  field  which  he  may  fow  according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil.  B  it  he 
can  fow  no  other  feed  but  that  which  has  been  given  him,  and  cultivate 
no  other  ground  but  that  on  which  he  has  been  placed. 

In  the  great  Houfe  of  God  there  are  different  kinds  of  veffels,  which 
all  announce  the  glory  of  the  Mafter;  fome  are  of  gold,  fome  of  filver, 
many  of  wood;  every  one  has  its  deftination,  its  utility;  they  are  all 
equally  worthy  of  the  God  who  created  them;  they  are  all  inftruments 
in  his  hands,  the  thoughts,  the  revelations  of  the  Moft-High;  the  imprefs 
of  his  power  and  wifdom — but  the  nature  of  the  veffels  changes  not, 
they  remain  what  they  are.  The  veffel  of  gold  may  be  tarnilhed  through 
want  of  employment,  but  it  will  always  be  a  precious  metal.  The  veffel 
of  wood  may  become  more  ufeful  than  the  veffel  of  gold,  but  will  be 
ftill  a  veffel  of  wood.  No  education,  no  ftudy,  no  exertion  can  give  us 
another  nature.  It  would  be  madnefs  to  think  of  extracting  from  the 
violin  the  found  of  the  flute,  or  the  noife  of  a  drum  from  the  trumpet. 
It  is  neverthelefs  true,  that  a  violin  tuned  in  a  certain  manner,  and 
touched  by  the  finger  of  fuch  a  mufician,  will  produce  founds  infinitely 
varied;  but  they  will  never  be  the  founds  of  a  flute — juft  as  the  drum 
will  never  imitate  the  flourifhes  of  a  trumpet,  though  beat  in  a  thoufand 
different  ways.  A  D  D 1- 
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ADDITIONS. 

A  FEW  examples  will  ferve  to  elucidate  what  I  have  juft  advanced 
refpe&ing  the  liberty  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  limits  to  which  it  is 
reftri&ed.  There  are  faces  which  feem  to  announce  but  one  deftina- 
tion,  but  one  certain  fpecies  of  a£tivity.  Certain  men  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  their  own  fphere  are  heros,  and  nothing  when  they  are  out  of  it. 
In  like  manner,  certain  faces  characterize  certain  kinds  of  fenfation : 
they  have,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  the  monopoly  of  it,  while  they 
feem  deftitute  of  organs  for  every  other  fpecies  of  feeling. 

A. 

I  AM  going  to  fubmit  to  the  Reader  the  portraits  of  certain  perfons 
very  different  from  one  another  by  their  chara&ers  and  natural  difpofi- 
tions.  Each  of  them,  by  the  form  and  folid  features,  is  placed  apart  in 
a  particular  fphere,  in  which  he  may  exercife  a  certain  meafure  of  li¬ 
berty  and  force,  and  out  of  which  he  is  capable  of  executing  nothing  of 
importance. 

I  begin  with  the  portrait  of  a  Poet  lately  dead,  and  whofe  works  are 
of  an  agreeable  caft.  This  form  of  face,  if  it  does  not  altogether  exclude 
every  kind  of  abftrufe  and  profound  fpeculation,  renders  it  at  leaft  diffi¬ 
cult.  The  poetical  produ&ions  of  the  Original  may  have  elegance  and 
grace;  but  he  will  never  reach  the  fublime,  nor  become  a  profound  Me- 
taphyfician. 
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ADDITION  B. 

IT  would  be  great  prefumption,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mod;  ri¬ 
diculous  felf-fufficiency,  to  pretend  to  determine  the  whole  capacity 
or  incapacity  of  thefe  heads.  I  fatisfy  myfelf  accordingly  with  indi¬ 
cating,  and  fubmitting  to  the  examination  of  connoifTeurs,  what  is  dis¬ 
coverable  in  them  that  is  clearly  determinate  after  accurate  and  re¬ 
peated  obfervations. 

1.  His  mind  is  greater,  and  more  at  liberty,  than  that  of  any  of  the 
other  five :  he  excels  them  all  too  in  memory :  his  eye  is  formed  and 
defigned  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  eafier  for  him,  than  for  the  reft, 
to  feize  his  objecl  and  prefer ve  the  impreffion  of  it. 

2.  He  does  not  adopt  an  opinion  fo  eafily  as  the  perfon  of  whom 
we  have  been  fpeaking,  nor  adhere  to  it  with  fo  much  obftinacy  as  3. 
- — This  laft  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  his  coldnefs.  2.  is  fcarcely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  tendernefs,  except  in  his  moments  of  devotion ;  but  he  is 
incapable  of  what  is  properly  called  falfehood. 

4.  He  flops  not  at  calculation,  abftraflion,  claftification;  he  has  a 
tafte  for  fenfual  pleafure — he  loves  more  than  the  other  five ;  he  is 
fufceptible  of  every  kind  and  every  degree  of  love,  from  fpirituality 
the  moft  refined,  to  fenfuality  of  the  grofteft  nature ;  and  the  proba¬ 
bility  is,  that  he  will  become  flationary  about  the  point  which  is 
equally  diftant  from  thefe  two  extremes. 

5.  He  will  probably  remain  in  a  medium  fphere  of  aflivity — may 
fink  from  prudence  to  timidity,  but  never  rife  to  heroifm. 

6.  This  is  a  face  of  talents,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreftion :  he  fees 
his  object  clearly,  but  polfelfes  not  deep  inveftigation — and  abftrufe 
metaphyfics  feem  beyond  his  reach.  Prompt  to  receive  ideas  at 
once  fenfual  and  moral,  they  are  his  nourifhment  and  delight. 


VOL.  II. 
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ADDITION  C. 

I  SEE  in  this  profile  a  man  who  examines  objefts  fedately,  a  faith¬ 
ful  imitator,  and  patient  in  execution,  but  incapable  of  creating  as  of 
deftroying,  of  his  own  proper  motion.  In  a  word,  he  is  confined 
within  the  circle  of  peaceful  docility.  He  may  poffibly  rife  up  to 
gaiety,  but  his  mind  is  not  formed  for  exalted  joy:  the  tranquillity 
he  enjoys  in  imitation,  and  the  approbation  of  others,  completely 
fatisfy  him :  his  defires  and  his  exertions  go  no  farther. 
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ADDITION  D. 

THIS  profile  has  a  ftriking  relation  to  the  preceding,  only  it  an¬ 
nounces  a  higher  degree  of  intelligence  and  a&ivity.  It  is  the  love 
of  order  perfonified ;  it  prefents  a  methodical  mind,  formed  to  clafs, 
to  arrange,  to  abftraft,  to  analyze.  He  will  be  firm  from  fidelity, 
but  not  faithful  from  firmnefs.  A  work  will  not  have  the  power  of 
affe&ing  him,  unlefs  it  be  clear,  methodical,  complete  in  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  its  parts ;  and  he  has  no  way  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  but 
by  thefe  charaflers.  In  vain  will  you  attempt  to  encourage,  to  excite 
him  to  become  a  Poet,  to  read  all  the  theories  and  all  the  mafter- 
pieces  of  the  art;  never  can  he  rife  to  poetic  invention,  never  will 
he  fhake  off  the  fetters  of  fcrupulous  pun&uality. 
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ADDITION  E. 


AMONG  thefe  faces  there  is  not  one  that  promifes  philofophic 
penetration ;  not  even  5.  though  it  be  not  deditute  of  intelligence. 

The  forehead,  the  eyes,  and  the  mouth  of  face  1.  announce  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  feizing  its  objedl  rapidly,  and  of  going  to  the  bottom  of  it ; 
but  not  that  of  analyzing  ideas :  he  is  capable  of  a6ling  with  dignity, 
and  will  a£l  thus  at  certain  moments. 

2.  Indicates  a  turn  to  fenfuality  and  grofs  delights. 

3.  Is  lefs  addi£ted  to  thefe :  his  chara&er  is  more  turned  to  reflec¬ 
tion,  and  more  referved. 

4.  Seems  hardly  enlarged  from  the  narrow  fphere  of  childhood. 
You  will  find  in  his  condu£t  neither  dignity  nor  meannefs ;  he  is 
thoughtlefs,  fimple,  honed  after  the  manner  of  children. 

6.  Prefents  the  traits  of  greatnefs  mixed  with  littlenefs  and  fenfua¬ 
lity.  You  find  in  it  the  chara£ter  peculiar  to  Jefuits. 

7.  Is  not  formed  for  poetry,  nor  great  enterprizes,  but  is  very  pro¬ 
per  for  employments  which  call  for  nothing  but  exa£lnefs — the  ar¬ 
rangement,  for  example,  of  a  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory;  not  that  he 
has  any  tafte  for  that  Science,  but  you  may  red  affured  that  he  will 
fcrupuloudy  follow  his  catalogue. 
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ADDITION  F. 

WITH  a  face  whofe  luminous  and  profound  look  announces  fo 
much  coolnefs,  he  does  not  polfefs  acute  fenfibility,  is  not  fufcep- 
tible  of  noble  and  generous  fentiments.  Invariable  in  his  defigns, 
perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  accompliih  them,  the  Original  of  this 
portrait  will  profecute  his  route  through  briers  and  thorns:  that 
route  will  be  painful,  but  fure  ;  and  he  will  fucceed  in  making 
difcoveries,  either  in  Mechanics  or  in  Geometry — But  never  will 
he  attain  elegance  and  real  tafte. 


VOL.  II. 
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IT  is  impoflible  that  perfons  fuch  as  are  here  reprefented,  fhould 
ever  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  a  great  a£lion  :  thefe  faces  are  all 
equally  mean,  equally  announce  a  contra£led  fpirit.  i.  Prefents  a 
bully,  deftitute  of  courage  and  prudence.  The  foreheads  a.  and 
4.  have  fomething  fo  very  trivial,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  expe£l 
from  them  a  Angle  particle  of  the  luminous,  the  profound,  the  con¬ 
templative.  3.  Is  not  fufceptible  of  that  noble  and  calm  patience 
which  fupprefles  the  voice  of  complaint.  5.  Has  the  apprehenfive 
timidity  of  a  deer  purfued  by  the  hunters.  6.  Unites  to  a  fenfe  of  his 
own  weaknefs,  timidity  and  indigence.  Firmnefs,  greatnefs  of  mind 
are  foreign  to  them ;  and  all  of  them  together  have  a  chara£ter  of 
cowardice. 

There  is  an  expreflion  of  patience  and  humility  in  No.  6.  of  thefe 
figures :  4.  has  fomething  vain,  inflpid,  fawning,  wholly  inconfiftent 
with  greatnefs  of  mind. 


iUMiaimimi 
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ADDITION  H. 


No.  1.  With  a  face  like  this,  no  one  will  ever  achieve  a  bold  and 
hazardous  enterprize  :  he  will  have  domeftic  virtues,  he  will  faithfully 
difcharge  the  duties  of  his  Itation;  but  he  is  incapable  of  attaining  any 
portion  of  the  Warriors  valour,  or  the  Poet  s  genius. 

2.  His  forehead  inclines  too  much  backward,  to  admit  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  a  fuflicient  degree  of  firmnefs  and  conftancy.  In  other  refpects,  to 
confider  the  whole  together,  the  form  of  his  face  is  not  ordinary.  He 
is  lefs  capable  of  obferving  for  himfelf,  than  of  judging  with  difcern- 

ment  concerning  obfervations  already  made. 

3.  Has  much  more  capacity  and  prudence  than  all  the  others,  and 

4.  has  the  lead  of  thefe  qualities.  With  difficulty  will  this  lad  rife 

above  objefts  prefent  and  fenfual. 

If  I  were  obliged  to  characterize  them  by  a  fingle  word,  I  would  fay 
of  1.  He  is  timid;  of  2.  He  has  tafte ;  of  3.  He  is  a  prudent  ob- 

ferver;  of  4.  He  is  fenfual. 

1.  Can  never  attain  the  tade  which  charafterizes  2.  nor  he  the 
prudence  of  3.  4.  Is  equally  incapable  of  acquiring  the  one  or  the 

other  of  thefe  qualities. 
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ADDITION  I. 

RESERVE,  firmnefs,  confidence,  are  the  diftin&ive  chara£lers 
of  thefe  three  drawings  of  the  fame  head.  You  will  rilk  nothing 
in  predi&ing,  That  this  man  will  ever  make  a  prudent  choice,  and 
that  his  activity  will  never  embrace  a  great  number  of  obje&s. 
He  is  penfive  without  penetration,  and  without  having  ideas  clearly 
unfolded.  If  he  love,  his  love  will  be  faithful,  profound,  concen¬ 
trated  ;  but  his  affe&ion,  like  his  a£Iivity,  cannot  comprehend  very 
many  obje£ts.  The  forehead  and  eyebrows  in  thefe  three  faces,  efpe- 
cially  in  a  and  c,  announce  fomething  of  genius  * — that  is  to  fay, 
aptnefs  to  receive  certain  impreflions,  and  the  talent  of  communi¬ 
cating  them ;  and  you  may  likewife  fee,  that  this  aptnefs  is  lingu¬ 
lar  in  its  kind.  It  feizes  its  objeft  eagerly,  enjoys  it,  takes  delight 
in  it,  and  becomes  identified  with  it. 

The  lips  b  and  c  exprefs  a  poetical  talent,  which  will  not  fub- 
mit  to  be  fettered  by  rules,  d  and  e  do  not  prefent  a  contrail, 
but  extremes:  the  firft  enjoys,  and  the  fecond  conceals;  the  one 
gives,  and  the  other  forces  you  to  accept. 


*  The  print  under  examination  prefents  the  imperfect  image  of  a  great  Mufrcian, 
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After  SCHMUZER. 
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ADDITION  IC. 

I  AM  not  acquainted  with  the  Original  of  this  print;  I  am  even  doubt¬ 
ful,  whether  it  be  a  portrait.  Whatever  be  in  this,  it  is  not  a  face  of  the 
firft  nor  of  the  fecond  clafs.  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  what  with  fuch 
a  face  it  is  poflible  to  do;  but  it  is  very  eafy  to  guefs  what  it  never  can 
and  never  will  do — that  is  to  fay,  nothing  truly  great.  That  Phyfio- 
nomy  is  not  in  truth  pofitively  bad,  but  afluredly  it  has  neither  force 
nor  greatnefs.  When  the  face  is  in  that  pofition,  or  if  it  be  inclined 
to  affume  fuch  a  pofition,  the  perfon  is  rarely  capable  of  exalted  fen- 
timents,  and  Ml  lefs  of  a  great  aCtion.  The  contour  of  the  forehead 
is  more  adapted  to  the  face  of  a  man  than  that  of  a  woman ;  taken 
feparately,  it  indicates  wit  rather  than  ftupidity:  the  fame  chara&er 
appears  in  the  nofe,  in  the  eye,  and  the  right  eyebrow— but  only 
when  you  confider  them  feparately,  and  not  in  the  combination  be¬ 
fore  us ;  for  the  expreffion  of  the  mouth,  the  tranlition  of  the  fore¬ 
head  to  the  nofe,  the  chin,  and  in  general  that  air  of  languor  and  de¬ 
reliction,  promife  to  the  Phyfionomift  neither  much  wifdom,  nor 
much  virtue.  The  owner  of  fuch  a  face  will  captivate  none  but 
weak  minds,  and  will  relift  only  out  of  caprice  or  affectation. 


This  plate  is  after  Schmuzer ;  that  is  to  fay,  feebly  copied  from  a  better  drawing. 
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fragment  third. 

ADDITION  L. 


I  NEVER  faw  the  perfons  whom  this  vignette  reprefents;  I  know 
neither  their  names  nor  their  chara6ters,  and  confequently  am  unable 
to  judge  of  the  refemblance  of  thefe  portraits;  but  it  is  evident,  that  the 
two  men  whofe  image  they  prefent  feem  deflined  by  Nature  for  men 
of  bufinefs. 

1.  Is  capable  of  making  great  progrefs,  and  of  difcovering  fuperior 
ability  in  bufinefs.  He  is  very  fufceptible  likewife  of  fenfual  propen- 
fities. 

2.  Will  arrive  fooner  at  his  utmoft  height.  Nature  appears  to 
have  formed  him  to  be  effentially  ufeful.  Faces  fuch  as  thefe  might 
be  called  Phyfionomies  of  perfons  whom  we  cannot  do  without. 
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ADDITION  M. 

IT  is  in  the  power  neither  of  education  nor  circumftances,  to  unite 
to  that  face  (with  the  Original  of  which  I  am  totally  unacquainted) 
fagacity  or  exquifite  fenfe;  and  it  is  abfolutely  incompatible  with  Phi- 
lofophy  and  Poetry,  with  the  talents  of  the  Politician,  or  the  heroifm 
of  the  Soldier. 
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ADDITION  N. 

NATURE  has  marked  very  diftin&ly  the  line  of  reparation  which 
bounds  the  faculties  of  the  being  whofe  image  is  before  us.  If  {he 
had  not  given  to  the  look  the  moft  piercing  vivacity,  to  the  mouth  an 
expreflion  of  wifdom,  and  a  candor  which  approaches  to  goodnefs — 
the  obftinate  and  harfh  chara&er  of  that  brazen  forehead,  thofe  eye¬ 
brows,  thick  and  ftrongly  marked,  that  nofe,  which  announces  fo  much 
force  and  a&ivity,  would  excite  in  us  an  emotion  of  terror.  Nature 
intended  that  face  to  be  firm  and  inflexible.  She  had  need  of  fuch  a 
boundary,  of  fuch  a  key-ftone  of  the  arch,  where  fhe  has  placed  it. 
Dare  any  one  alk  her  the  reafon?  And  who  durft  undertake  to  over- 
fpread  that  face  with  the  giddinefs  of  a  thoughtlefs  boy,  the  delicacy 
of  a  girl,  the  fenfibility  of  an  amorous  poet,  the  timid  referve  of  a 
matron  ?  Is  there  an  art,  an  education — are  there  relations,  circum- 
ftances,  which  can  give  it  the  foftnefs  of  the  infant  reprefented  in  this 
vignette,  or  communicate  to  the  infant  the  mafculine  aufterity  of  the 
Trans -Tiberine? 


FRAGMENT  FOURTH. 

BEAUTY 

OF  THE 

HUMAN  FORM  IN  GENERAL. 


MOST  of  the  particular  Fragments  I  write  on  Phyfiognomy  muft 
be  compreffed  within  narrow  bounds,  becaufe  the  great  number  of 
plates,  and  the  variety  of  examples  I  endeavour  to  colleCt,  continually 
furnifh  me  with  opportunities  of  returning  to  fubjefts  which  I  might 
treat  feparately.  But  for  fear  of  omitting  certain  things  which  I  confi- 
der  as  important,  or  to  prevent  their  being  confounded  with  others,  I 
fhould  fometimes  be  tempted  to  indicate  only  the  titles  to  be  filled  up; 
it  would  be  fufficient  at  leafi:  to  excite  the  Reader’s  attention,  and 
preferve  my  ideas  from  oblivion. 

The  title,  for  example,  which  is  prefixed  to  this  Fragment,  is  in  fome 
meafure  the  fummary  and  the  fpirit  of  the  whole  Work.  I  shall  not 
enlarge  at  prefent  on  this  fubjeCt,  but  the  little  I  fhall  fay  is  calculated 
to  make  the  deepefl  imprefiion  on  the  man  who  refleCts. 

Every  creature  is  necefiary  in  the  vaft  Empire  of  Creation;  but  every 
creature  knows  not  that  it  is  necefiary.  Man  alone,  of  all  beings  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  rejoices  in  the  necefiity  of  his  own  exiftence. 

No  one  member  of  the  human  body  could  be  fubftituted  in  place  of 
another.  Whatever  degree  of  excellence  the  eye  may  pofiefs  above  the 
nail  of  the  little  finger,  that  nail  is  necefiary  to  the  perfection  ol  the 
whole,  and  could  not  be  fupplied  by  the  eye,  though  in  other  refpe&s 
it  is  fo  much  more  admirable  in  its  ftruCture. 
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The  exigence  of  one  man  cannot  render  that  of  another  fuperfluous, 
and  no  man  can  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  another. 

This  perfuafion  of  the  metaphyfical  necefhty  of  the  exigence  of  men 
befides  ourfelves,  and  unconne£ted  with  us,  and  of  our  own,  is  one  more 
of  the  precious  and  the  unnoticed  fruits  ol  the  Phyfiognomical  Science ; 
a  fruit  which  contains  the  germ  of  the  lofty  cedars  of  tolerance  and  the 
love  of  our  neighbour. —  Far  and  wide  may  they  extend  their  branches! 
may  ye,  ages  to  come,  repofe  yourfelves  under  their  fhade! — The  moft 
abje£t,  the  moft  depraved,  the  moft  perverfe  of  mankind — is  neverthe- 
lefs  ftill  a  man,  is  ftill  neceflary  in  the  Empire  of  Creation,  and  fufcep- 
tible  of  a  fentiment  more  or  lefs  diftin£l  of  his  individuality,  and  of  the 
neceflity  of  his  exiftence.  The  moft  pitiful  of  living  abortions  will  al¬ 
ways  excel,  in  point  of  dignity,  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  perfe£t  of 
animals. — O  Man,  attend  to  that  which  is,  and  not  to  what  is  wanting. 
— Even  in  its  degradation  human  nature  is  always  wonderful,  always 
an  obje6t  of  admiration. 

I  fhould  wifh  to  repeat  to  thee  continually,  Thou  art  better,  more 
beautiful,  more  accomplifhed  than  fo  many  others  of  thy  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  Well,  then,  rejoice  in  thefe  advantages,  but  make  them  not  a 
fource  of  vanity;  afcribe  the  glory  of  them  to  Him  who  of  the  fame  clay 
forms  one  veffel  to  honour  and  another  to  difhonour , — to  Him  who,  without 
afking  counfel  of  thee,  without  refpe£t  to  thy  prayers  or  thy  deferts,  has 
created  thee  what  thou  art. 

To  Him  alone  the  homage  is  due - for,  O  Man!  *  what  haft  thou 

c  which  thou  haft  not  received?  and  if  thou  haft  received  it,  why  boaft- 
c  eft  thou  of  it?’  c  The  eye  cannot  fay  to  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of 
‘  thee.’ — ‘  He  that  defpifeth  the  poor,  defpifeth  his  Creator/ — ‘  God 
‘  has  of  one  blood  created  all  nations  of  men  to  inhabit  upon  the  face 
‘  of  the  whole  earth.’ 

Who  can  polfefs  a  more  profound,  a  more  intimate  convi6lion 
of  thefe  divine  truths,  than  the  real  Phylionomift,  who  is  not  mere- 
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ly  a  Scholar,  an  Author,  a  Journalift  by  profeflion — but  who  is  a 
Man? 

Let  us  have  the  courage  to  confefs,  however,  that  the  Phyfionomift 
whofe  views  are  the  moft  upright,  who  takes  pleafure  in  tracing  through 
Nature  every  thing  that  bears  the  character  of  goodnefs,  of  beauty  and 
pre-eminence,  who  loves  to  feed  upon  the  idea  of  perfection,  whofe 
tafte  is  formed,  nourifhed,  perfected  by  the  contemplation  of  what  is 
moft  facred  and  moft  accomplifhed  in  humanity — even  that  Phyfiono- 
mift  is  frequently  in  danger,  nay,  is  often  tempted  to  turn  away  his 
eyes  from  thofe  abjeCt  creatures,  from  thofe  deformed  images,  from 
thofe  hideous  and  grotefque  maiks,  the  refufe  of  mankind; — he  is 
tempted  to  forget  that  thofe  fhocking  figures,  that  thofe  beings  fo  con¬ 
temptible,  have  not,  for  that,  ceafed  to  be  men; — he  forgets  that,  with 
all  his  perfection,  imaginary  or  real,  that  with  views  the  moft  noble, 
with  intentions  the  moft  pure — (and  dares  he  flatter  himfelf  they  al¬ 
ways  are  fuch?) — he  forgets  that,  notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  his 
faculties,  the  delicacy  of  his  fentiments,  the  advantage  of  his  figure — 
though  in  this  refpeCt  he  fhould  realize  the  ideal  perfection  of  the 
m after-pieces  of  antiquity — he  forgets,  I  fay,  that  in  the  eyes  of  Beings 
of  a  fuperior  order,  that  in  the  eyes  of  his  brethren,  juft  men  made  per - 
fed,  he  appears,  and  probably  through  his  own  fault,  as  defective  as  the 
monfters  of  the  human  race,  in  refpeCt  of  physical  or  moral  character, 
now  appear  to  him. 

This  is  a  truth  of  which  undoubtedly  we  too  often  lofe  fight;  I  can¬ 
not  therefore  too  frequently  imprefs  it  on  my  own  mind,  nor  too 
earneftly  inculcate  it  upon  others.  Never  forget,  my  dear  Reader! 
that  the  loweft  of  mankind  is  ftill  a  man — that  he  has  ft  ill  fome  gmod 

O 

qualities  remaining — that  he  too  is  fingular  in  his  kind,  neceflary  as 
you  are — that  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  compofition  of  his  being 
that  has  an  exaCt  refemblance  to  that  which  compofes  yours — that  in 
his  whole,  and  in  every  one  of  his  parts,  he  is  an  individual  as  thou 

art. 
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art.  If  he  were  not,  a  link  would  be  wanting  in  the  chain  of  created 
beings,  as  if  you  exifted  not.  Did  he  not  exift,  if  he  were  different  from 
what  he  is,  a  multitude  of  perfons  and  of  things  would  no  longer  be 
what  they  are.  He  is  the  refult  of  a  million  of  things,  and  a  million 
of  things  reciprocally  depend  upon  his  exiftence  determined,  upon  his 
nature  conftituted  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  manner. 

Confider,  examine  him  as  a  detached  being,  and  you  will  difcover 
in  him  wonderful  faculties,  which  are  already  of  themfelves  worthy  of 
admiration. 

Then  compare  him  with  others;  his  resemblance,  his  diflimilitude 
to  fo  many  beings  endowed  like  himfelf  with  reafon,  will  flrike  you 
with  aftonifhment ;  you  will  then  feel  the  neceflity  of  his  exiftence, 
and  why  he  muft  be  what  he  is :  contemplate  efpecially  the  harmony 
of  fo  many  different  parts  which  concur  in  forming  him  a  whole,  a 
perfect  combination,  and  the  relations  fo  complicated  and  fo  nume¬ 
rous  which  arife  out  of  his  individuality — and  you  muft  adore  the 
eternal  and  incomprehenfible  Power  which  manifefts  itself  fo  glori- 
oufly  in  human  nature. 

Let  Man  debafe  as  much  as  he  will  the  dignity  of  that  nature,  he 
cannot  ceafe  to  be  a  man  ;  and,  as  fuch,  he  will  ever  be  fufceptible  of 
amendment  and  perfection.  The  vileft  Phyfionomy  will  always  be  a 
human  Phyfionomy,  and  humanity  will  always  be  the  glory  and  the 
ornament  of  Man.  As  it  is  impoftible  for  the  brute  ever  to  become  a 
man,  though  he  may  fometimes  equal  or  furpafs  us  in  addrefs — fo  it  is 
impoftible  for  Man  to  fink  into  the  mere  animal,  though  he  may  fome- 
times  indulge  himfelf  in  exceffes  which  would  be  fhocking  even  in  a 
brute. 

But  this  very  power  of  difhonouring  and  degrading  himfelf  at  plea- 
fure,  at  leaft  in  appearance,  to  the  level  of  the  beafts,  or  even  beneath 
it — this  very  power  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  humanity;  for  the 
faculty  of  imitating  voluntarily,  and  of  choice,  belongs  to  Man  alone, 

and 
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and  has  been  entirely  denied  to  the  brute  creation.  Their  Phyfiono- 
mies  appear  to  us  fcarcely  fufceptible  of  degradation,  any  more  than 
of  embellifhment.  The  Phyfionomy  of  Man,  on  the  contrary,  how¬ 
ever  difgufting,  may  be  ftill  farther  degraded ;  but  it  is  alfo  capable  of 
being  again  ennobled,  at  lead  to  a  certain  degree. 

Man  is  capable  of  corrupting  and  of  recovering  himfelf  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  that  we  ought  not  to  withhold  all  efteem,  even  from  him  who 
bears  the  word  Phyfionomy,  nor  utterly  defpair  of  his  return  to  virtue. 

Once  more  :  In  every  Phyfionomy,  however  depraved  it  may  be, 

we  difcover  Man,  that  is,  the  image  of  the  Deity. 

% 

I  have  feen  men  the  moft  perverfe,  I  have  feen  them  in  the  inftant 
of  criminality — and  all  their  malignity,  all  their  blafphemies,  all  their 
efforts  to  opprefs  innocence,  could  not  extinguifh  on  their  faces  the 
beams  of  a  divine  light,  the  fpirit  of  humanity,  the  indelible  traits  of  an 
eternal  tendency  to  perfe&ion. — You  could  have  wifhed  to  crufti  the 
guilty  wretch,  but  you  would  dill  wifh  to  embrace  the  man. 

From  the  Science  of  Phyfionomies  I  derive  the  fweeteft  confolation: 
it  is  to  me  the  affurance  of  the  eternal  goodnefs  of  God  to  mankind. 
Ah !  if,  enlightened  by  a  fingle  ray  of  this  Science,  I  diftinguifti  and 
ftill  love  the  man  in  the  criminal — what  muft  be,  O  God  of  Love  and 
Father  of  Mankind !  what  muft  be  thy  forbearance  and  thy  compaffion, 
when  thine  eyes  fall  on  the  wicked!  Is  there  a  fingle  one  among  them, 
in  whom  thou  difcovereft  no  trace  of  Jefus — thine  own  image? 

Be  men  then,  my  fellow-creatures,  in  all  your  refearches; — obferve 
what  is,  but  be  not  in  hafte  to  compare — and  make  not  an  arbitrary  ideal 
form  the  obje£t  of  your  comparifons. 

Every  thing  relating  to  Humanity  is  to  us  a  family  affair.  Thou  art  a 
Man;  and  all  that  is  human  befides  thyfelf,  is  like  a  branch  of  the  fame 
tree,  a  member  of  the  fame  body;  it  is  that  which  thou  art — and  is  even 
ftill  more  remarkable  than  if  it  were  precifely  thy  equal,  quite  as  good, 
quite  as  excellent  as  thyfelf;  for  it  would  not  be,  in  that  cafe,  as  it  is  at 
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prefent,  an  individual  neceflary,  Angular,  and  whofe  place  could  not  be 
fupplied. — Rejoice,  O  Man,  in  the  exiftence  of  every  thing  that  rejoices 
to  exift,  and  learn  to  bear  with  all  that  enjoys  the  forbearance  of  God. 

Recolle£t  thyfelf  a  few  moments,  to  give  way  to  the  foothing  idea  of 
thy  being  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  the  Syftem  of  Creation ;  a  truth  as 
undoubted,  as  it  is  certain  that  thy  face,  and  the  whole  of  thy  exiftence, 
differ  from  the  faces  and  the  exiftence  of  all  other  men.  Rejoice  in 
the  abfolute  neceflity  of  the  being  of  thy  fellow-creatures;  a  truth  no 
lefs  certain  than  the  firft — and  after  thou  haft  raifed  a  look  of  adora¬ 
tion  toward  the  Father  of  the  whole  human  race,  or  dropped  a  tear  of 
gratitude,  thou  wilt  be  difpofed  to  read  the  following  Addition:  if  not, 
thou  art  incapable  of  comprehending  its  meaning — or,  it  might  even 
produce  on  thee  hurtful  impreflions. 
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ALMIGHTY  GOD!  how  innumerable  are  the  human  beings 
whom  thou  haft  created, and  what  an  aftonifhing  variety  in  their  figures! 
They  all  bear  the  imprefs  of  thy  marvellous  Wifdom;  and  the  meaneft, 
the  moft  deformed,  the  moft  wretched  among  them,  is  ftill  the  obje£t  of 
thy  Love,  and  the  workmanfhip  of  thy  Goodnefs. 

Amidft  the  innumerable  multitudes  of  thofe  who,  born  ftraight 
and  regularly  conformed,  enjoy  the  precious  gifts  of  health  and  rea- 
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fon,  there  is  a  certain  proportion  of  infirm  and  impotent  in  body, 
and  weak  in  underftanding.  Scarcely,  however,  can  you  find  among 
ten  thoufand,  a  giant  or  a  dwarf — fcarcely  among  a  thoufand,  one  de¬ 
prived  of  the  ufe  of  reafon — fcarcely  among  three  hundred,  one  lame 
or  mifhapen.  That  giant,  that  dwarf,  that  changeling,  that  lame  or  de¬ 
formed  perfon  Hill  atteft  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Him  who  made 

them,  of  Him  who  created  all  things  for  the  glory  of  his  name. - 

All  have  received  life,  all  confider  it  as  a  bleffing,  all  defend  it  when  it 
is  attacked. 

Every  one  of  them,  to  confider  them  only  as  exceptions  from  the 
rule,  are  remarkable  individuals  placed  on  the  earth  to  accomplilh 
fome  defign  worthy  of  Sovereign  Wifdom,  and  who,  in  fome  future 
economy,  will  ferve  to  manifeft  the  eternal  power  of  the  God  who 
formed  them. 

Thou  whom  Providence  has  blefi:  with  a  body  perfectly  organized, 
with  health,  with  reafon — thou  on  whom  Heaven  has  poured  its  choiceft 
benefits,  obferve,  but  defpife  not,  thefe  thy  lefs  favoured  brethren.  Thou 
art  a  man,  and  fo  are  they ;  and  in  the  eyes  of  fuperior  beings  thou  ap¬ 
peared:  what  the  weakeft  among  them  is  in  thine.  He  breathes  the  fame 
air  with  thee,  you  are  both  enlightened  by  the  fame  fun,  prote6led  by 
the  fame  arm  of  Omnipotence. 

Ye  objefls  of  the  contempt  of  men,  expofed  to  ridicule  and  infult — • 
how  can  I  procure  for  you  the  love  of  your  more  highly  favoured  bre¬ 
thren?  I  have  faid,  and  I  repeat  it,  *  Whoever  defpifes  you,  infults  your 
4  Creator.’ 

Son  of  God!  thou  who  gaveft  agility  to  the  lame,  hearing  to  the  deaf, 
the  gift  of  fpeech  to  the  dumb,  and  who  giveft  to  the  wife  their  wifdom. 
Thou  fhalt  make  all  things  new,  and  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs, 
in  that  day  when  the  heavens  fhall  pafs  away,  and  the  earth  with  all  its 
produ£iions  fhall  be  confumed.  With  what  tranfports  of  joy  ineffable 
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fliall  I  blefs  Thee,  when  the  day  cometh  in  which  thefe  fuffering  crea¬ 
tures,  delivered  from  all  the  ills  which  opprefs  them,  (hall  be  clothed 
with  a  glorious  body,  and  be  transformed  into  thy  image,  into  the  image 
of  the  Firft-born ! 
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OF  THE 

MEANS  OF  RECONCILING 

THE 

KNOWLEDGE  OF  MAN 

WITH  THE 

LOVE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBOUR. 


I  PROPOSE  in  this  Work  to  excite  Man  to  the  knowledge  and 
the  love  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

Shall  I  fucceed  in  accomplifhing  at  once  this  twofold  objeft? — 
Does  not  the  knowledge  of  Man  deftroy  brotherly  affe&ion,  or  at 
lead;  weaken  it  ? — Do  not  moft  men  lofe  by  being  feen  too  near  ? 
and  if  they  lofe  by  this  examination,  how  can  the  love  of  our  neigh¬ 
bour  gain  by  it? — Muft  not  a  Ikilful  Obferver,  as  he  difcovers  new 
imperfe&ions  in  mankind,  deem  them  in  proportion  lefs  valuable? 
and  while  he  is  employing  himfelf  in  fearch  of  perfe6lion,  muft  he 
not  be  fo  much  the  more  ftruck  with  defe£ls,  being  profe fled ly  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  difcovery  of  all  that  is  excellent,  lovely,  and  perfe£t,  in 
human  nature? 

There  is  fome  truth  in  this  remark ;  but  it  is  one  of  thofe  propoft- 
tions,  which,  being  true  only  in  one  fenfe,  become  an  endlefs  fource 
of  error  and  miftake. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  moft  men  lofe  by  being  feen  too  near ; 
but  it  is  not  lefs  certain,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  frequently  gain 
by  being  better  known — that  they  even  gain  more  than  they  loft. 


The 
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The  queftion  affefts  not  thofe  (if  fuch  perfons  exift)  who  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  gain  by  being  perfe£lly  known.  I  fpeak  only  of  fuch  as  would 
have  much  to  lofe,  fhould  a  more  profound  knowledge  of  Man  be¬ 
come  more  general. 

Where  is  the  man  fo  wife,  as  never  to  have  a£ted  imprudently?  fo 
virtuous,  as  never  to  have  felt  the  reproach  of  confcience?  or,  at  lead, 
where  is  the  man  whofe  intentions  are  always  upright,  always  pure  ? 
1  believe  then,  that,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  men  lofe  by  being 
known. 

But  I  undertake  to  prove  likewife,  on  the  other  hand,  *  That  all  men 
*  gain  by  being  known,  and  confequently  that  the  knowledge  of  Man 
«  is  confident  with  the  love  of  our  neighbour;  and  Hill  further,  that  it 
6  ought  to  give  new  energy  to  this  fentiment., 

An  attentive  lludy  of  Man  teaches  us  not  only  what  he  is  not,  and 
what  he  cannot  become;  it  likewife  indicates  the  reafon,  and  informs 
belide  what  he  is,  and  what  it  is  poflible  for  him  to  be. 

An  imperfe£t  knowledge  of  Man  is  the  foundation  of  intolerance. 
When  we  know  why  fuch  a  man  thinks  and  a£ts  as  he  does — that  is  to 
fay,  when  we  put  ourfelves  in  his  place — or  rather,  when  we  know 
how  to  appropriate  to  ourfelves,  in  idea,  the  ftru£ture  of  his  body,  his 
figure,  his  fenfes,  his  temperament,  his  fenfibility — do  not  all  his  a6lions 
more  eafily  explain  themfelves?  do  they  not  appear  to  us  much  more 
fimple,  much  more  natural  ?  Thus  intolerance  ought  to  ceafe  with  re¬ 
gard  to  every  man  whofe  individual  nature  is  well  known ;  and  from 
that  time  compaflion  fucceeds  to  feverity,  indulgence  to  hatred. 

Not  that  I  mean  to  juftify  imperfection,  much  lefs  to  make  the  apo¬ 
logy  of  vice  :  no ;  what  I  have  faid  is  conformable  to  certain  rules  of 
equity  generally  received.  Thus,  for  example,  the  anger  which  arifes 
from  refentment,  from  an  infult,  appears  more  excufable  in  a  man  of 
vivacity  than  in  one  of  a  phlegmatic  temperament. 
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But  it  is  not  only  in  this  refpe6t  that  the  Phyfiognomical  knowledge 
of  Man  becomes  favourable  to  the  vicious.  He  gains  by  it  befide  in  an¬ 
other  manner. 

As  the  eye  of  the  Painter  catches  a  thoufand  little  fhades,  a  thoufand 
reflections  of  the  light  which  efcape  lefs  experienced  eyes,  fo  the  Phy- 
fionomift  can  difcover  in  Man,  aCtual  and  poflible  perfections  which 
are  imperceptible  to  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  undervalue  and  calum¬ 
niate  mankind,  and  remain  frequently  concealed  even  from  the  eyes  of 
them  who  judge  more  indulgently  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

1  fpeak  from  experience.  The  good  which,  as  a  Phyfionomifl,  I  ob- 
ferve  in  Man,  fully  indemnifies  me  for  all  the  ill  I  likewife  perceive  in 
him,  and  concerning  which  I  am  filent.  The  more  I  examine  Man,  the 
more  I  find  in  him  an  exaCt  equilibrium  of  powers,  the  more  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  fource  of  his  vices  is  good  in  itfelf:  that  is  to  fay,  what 
renders  him  wicked  is  a  force,  an  activity,  an  irritability,  an  elafticity, 
whofe  non-exiftence  would  undoubtedly  prevent  much  evil,  but  at  the 
fame  time  would  preclude  the  performance  of  much  good;  whofe  ex- 
iftence,  in  truth,  gives  occafion  to  much  mifchief,  but  includes  the  pof- 
fibility  of  good  that  infinitely  preponderates. 

On  the  flighted  fault  a  man  commits,  an  univerfal  clamor  is  raifed, 
which  blackens  his  whole  charaCler,  which  blafts  it,  which  deflroys  his 
reputation.  The  Phyfionomifl;  looks  at  this  man  whom  all  the  world 
condemns,  and — offers  incenfe  to  vice?  No — Excufes  the  vicious?  Nor 
that  neither. — What  does  he  then?  He  will  fay  to  you  aloud,  or  in  a 
whifper :  ‘  A£t  with  that  man  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  manner,  and  you  will 
4  be  aftonifhed  at  the  progrefs  you  will  find  him  capable  of  making  in 
c  goodnefs.  He  is  not  fo  perverfe  as  he  appears:  his  face  is  better  than 
4  his  condu£l.  His  a£lions  are,  however,  infcribed  on  his  Phyfionomy : 
c  but  what  is  ftill  more  diflin&ly  vifible  in  it,  is  the  energy,  the  fenfi- 
s  bility,  the  flexibility  of  that  heart,  at  prefent  under  the  influence  of 

4  error. 
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*  error.  Give  to  that  energy  which  has  been  produftive  of  vice, 
other  obje&s,  a  new  direction,  and  you  will  fee  it  produce  heroic 
‘  virtue.’ — — In  a  word,  the  Phyfionomift  will  extend  mercy,  while 
the  mod  humane  judge,  but  who  is  unacquainted  with  mankind,  will 
pronounce  a  fentence  of  condemnation.  For  my  own  part,  fuch  has 
been  the  effeft  of  the  ftudy  of  Phyfionomies,  that,  in  acquiring  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  a  number  of  excellent  men,  my  heart  is  rejoiced, 
refrefhed,  enlarged  at  the  idea  of  the  virtues  of  my  fellow-creatures; 
and  this  has  ferved  to  reconcile  me  to  the  reft  of  mankind.  What  I 
here  relate  is  ftriflly  conformable  to  experience  ;  and  every  Phyfiono¬ 
mift  who  is  a  man,  will  have  the  fame  feelings. 

As  the  fight  of  phyfical  ills  excites,  cherifhes  the  kindly  warmth  of 
pity,  fo  likewife  the  depravation  of  humanity  acutely  perceived  and 
felt,  kindles  in  the  heart  a  noble  and  wifely  efficacious  compaffion. 
And  who  can  be  more  fufceptible  of  it  than  the  real  Phyfionomift?  His 
compaffion  is  of  the  nobleft  kind;  for  it  relates  immediately  to  the  con¬ 
cealed,  but  profound  mifery,  which  he  difeovers  in  Man ;  mifery  not 
without,  but  within  him.  His  compaffion  is  wifely  efficacious ;  for, 
knowing  that  the  evil  is  internal,  he  has  not  recourfe  to  ufelefs  pallia¬ 
tives  ;  and  the  remedies  which  he  employs  attack  the  evil  at  the  root, 
and  deftroy  it. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Fragment  with  a  pafiage  taken  from  the  works 
of  a  celebrated  Author;  it  feems  made  on  purpofe  to  be  inferted  in  this 
place,  and  may  ferve  to  confirm  or  refute  what  has  juft  been  advanced. 

‘  Momus  afforded  fufficient  proof  of  his  being  the  God  of  Folly, 

‘  when  he  propofed  to  place  a  window  oppofite  to  the  heart  of  Man. 

‘  Had  the  project  been  executed,  the  good  would  have  been  the  only 
‘  fufferers,  and  for  this  reafon : 

e  Bad  men,  being  naturally  difpofed  to  think  ill  of  others,  conceive 
‘  not  that  other  men  are  better  than  themfelves;  and  as  they  feek  not 
‘  to  injure  one  another,  and  have  an  intereft  to  keep  meafures  recipro- 
Vol.  If.  N  4  cally, 


<  cally>  they  rifle  nothing  in  being  taken  for  what  they  are,  by  perfons 

‘  like  themfelves.  r  .  .  ,  u  c 

6  Good  men,  on  the  contrary,  are  always  difpofed  to  think  well  of 

8  others;  and  the  good  opinion  they  have  of  mankind  fo  much  con- 

.  tributes  to  their  happinefs,  that  they  would  infallibly  become  mifera- 

‘  ble,  if  a  window,  placed  before  the  heart  of  Man,  all  at  once  de- 

♦  ftroyed  that  fweet  illufion,  to  fubftitute  in  its  place  ’  the  mournful 

<  certainty  that  they  are  furrounded  by  villains  and  traitors.  The  good 
‘  then  would  have  been  moft  to  be  pitied,  could  the  projeft  of  Momus 
c  have  been  realized/ 

Undoubtedly,  Gentle  Spirits !  it  muft  coft  you  many  a  bitter  tear, 
to  difeover  that  men  are  more  wicked  than  you  believed :  but  frequent¬ 
ly  alfo  you  will  fhed  tears  of  joy,  in  finding  them  better  than  you  once 
thought,  when  you  gave  credit  to  the  calumny  which  disfigured,  or  to 
the  rafti  judgement  which  condemned  them. 
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FRAGMENT  SIXTH. 

PHYSIOGNOMY 

THE 

BASIS  OF  ESTEEM  AND  FRIENDSHIP. 


PHYSIOGNOMY  unites  hearts:  it  alone  forms  intimate  and 
lafting  connexions ;  and  friendship,  that  heavenly  fentiment,  has  no 
foundation  more  folid. 

That  an  infidel  in  Phyfiognomy,  who  acknowledges  no  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  inner  and  exterior  man,  fhould  openly  ridicule  my  afler- 
tion,  or  make  a  jeft  of  it  in  fecret,  would  not  furprife  me.  But  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  Phyfiognomy,  to  be  the  friend  and  defender  of  it,  and  yet  fee 
nothing  but  enthufiafm  or  extravagance  in  what  I  have  juft  now  ad¬ 
vanced — this  appears  to  me  incomprehenfible ;  Yes  and  No  are  not 
more  contradiXory. 

How  many  faces  do  you  meet  which  invite  not  to  friendfhip, 
which  feem  as  little  formed  for  exprefling  that  fentiment,  as  for  infpir- 
ing  it !  And  are  there  not  others,  on  the  contrary,  which  bear  a  cha- 
raXer  of  candor,  of  goodnefs,  of  affeXion,  from  which  you  cannot 
withhold  confidence  ?  If  it  be  true,  that  the  folid  parts  of  the  body 
indicate  the  meafure  of  the  powers  of  Man — the  contours  his  talents 

_ and  the  moveable  parts  the  ufe  which  he  commonly  makes  of  them 

—and  if  in  this  combination  I  difcover  a  relation  to  my  own  facul- 
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ties,  my  fenfibility,  my  propenfities — will  it  not  follow,  that  the  Sci¬ 
ence  of  Phyfionomies  may  be  my  guide  in  the  choice  of  a  friend  P 
Why  do  certain  perfons  pleafe  us  at  firft  fight,  and  ftill  more,  the  more 
we  look  at  them?  Why  do  others,  who  are  fhocking  at  firft,  appear 
more  and  more  difgufting,  in  proportion  as  you  examine  them?  Fi¬ 
nally,  how  comes  it  that  thofe  which  pleafed  or  difpleafed  us  at  ten 
paces  diftance,  do  not  produce  the  fame  effect  upon  us  when  we  view 
them  nearer? 

The  reafon  is  to  be  fought  only  in  the  fuitablenefs  or  unfuitablenefs 
of  their  Phyfionomy  to  ours. 

if  I  afpire  after  difcovering  in  another  talents,  wit,  fenfibility, 
or  a  difpaftionate  and  firm  mind,  or  goodnefs  and  candor,  and 
one  of  the  qualities  I  look  for  prefents  itfelf  to  me  in  traits  the 
moft  diftinCt  (for  it  bears  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction  a 
marked  character,  or  elfe  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  Phyfionomy, 
or  diftinCtion  of  objeCts) — if  then  I  difcover  it,  beyond  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  being  miftaken,  fhall  I  not  rejoice  in  having  found  what  I 
fought,  and  fhall  not  my  heart  attach  itfelf  to  the  objeCt  in  which  I 
difcover  it  ? 

Ye  unbelievers  in  Phyfiognomy!  fhew  me  two  perfons  intimately 
connected,  who,  animated  by  mutual  affeCtion,  communicate  to  each 
other  their  pains  and  their  pleafures,  their  feelings  and  their  know¬ 
ledge,  their  thoughts  and  their  aCtions — and  we  fhall  fee,  whether 
there  be  between  the  exterior  of  the  one  and  of  the  other  any 
thing  heterogeneous.  By  this  I  mean  the  contraft  of  ftraight  and 
circular  lines  of  a  profile  very  prominent,  and  one  much  the  con¬ 
trary. 

Why  was  not  Charles  XII.  a  favourite  of  the  ladies?  why  did  his 
valour  excite  the  admiration  of  his  enemies  ?  Obferve  the  arch 
which  fprings  from  the  root  of  his  nofe,  contemplate  his  martial 

forehead, 
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forehead,  and  you  will  find  the  exprelfion  of  mafculine  energy, 
which  mull  naturally  terrify  women,  and  captivate  the  affe&ion  of 
the  foldier. 

Men  are  undoubtedly  formed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each  may  find 
another  to  fuit  him :  but  every  man  does  not  fuit  every  man ;  every 
one  has  his  particular  method  of  feeing,  and  appears  in  a  particular 
point  of  view,  in  which  alone  he  can  be  feen  to  advantage.  If  then  I 
happen  to  difcover  in  any  one — employing,  for  this  purpofe,  means  the 
moft  prompt,  the  eafieft,  the  molt  natural,  the  moft  certain,  that  is,  ftu- 
dying  his  exterior,  his  Phyfionomy— if,  I  fay,  I  happen  to  difcover  in 
him  faculties,  qualities,  and  figns  which  feem  to  correfpond  with  the 
defires,  with  the  calls  of  my  heart ; — if  I  breathe  freely  in  his  atmo- 
fphere — if  there  be  nothing  heterogeneous  between  his  figure  and  mine, 
no  apparent  unfuitablenefs  between  our  chafers— a  mutual  attraction 
brings  us  together,  and  our  friendlhip  is  founded  upon  the  moft  folid 
bafis.  Connexions  which  are  the  refult  merely  of  intereft  and  circum- 
ftances,  change  together  with  thefe,  and  are,  m  miniature,  what  the  alli¬ 
ances  of  Sovereigns  are  upon  the  great  fcale.  It  is  not  thus  with  the 
friendlhip  which  arifes  out  of  a  Phyfiognomical  conformity;  it  lafts 

as  long  as  the  Phyfionomies  themfelves. 

It  follows,  That  true  friendlhip  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  folicitation. 

It  betrays  ignorance  either  of  the  true  meaning  of  that  word,  or  of  the 
human  heart,  to  require  that  a  perfon  would  entertain  a  friendlhip  for 
us.  I  may  folicit  the  good-will  of  any  man,  becaufe  I  have  a  juft  claim 
for  that  feeling  from  every  one  who  is  a  man;  but  friendlhip  is  to  be 
granted  only  to  thofe  who  at  the  fame  time  bellow  it.  To  alk  one  to  be¬ 
come  our  friend,  is,  in  fome  meafure,  to  intreat  him  to  lend  us  his  lips, 

or  to  have  eyes  different  from  his  own. 

But,  is  no  one  to  make  an  offer  of  his  friendlhip,  nor  folicit  that  of 

another?  No  one  can  do  it  with  difcernment,  but  the  Phyfionomift; 

VOL.it  °  and 
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and  to  alk  or  to  proffer  it  belongs  to  him  alone — it  being  always  un- 
derftood,  that  we  are  not  now  treating  of  the  love  we  owe  to  man¬ 
kind  in  general,  to  our  kindred,  to  our  country,  nor  of  any  of  the  feel¬ 
ings  founded  upon  our  domeftic  or  civil  relations — but  of  friendship 
properly  fo  called.  Nor  does  the  queftion  either  affe6l  me,  or  any 
other  Phyfionomift  in  particular.  I  fpeak  in  general  of  Phyfiognomi- 
cal  genius  properly  cultivated,  in  proper  exercife  :  it  alone  (or  fome- 
times  alfo  the  fimple  Phyfiognomical  ta£l,  when  pure  and  delicate)— 
it  alone  has  a  juft  right  to  give  or  to  folicit  friendfhip;  it  alone  has  a 
right  to  fay, c  We  are  in  unifon !’  and  it  alone  is  able  to  give  expan- 
fion  to  the  germ  of  the  qualities  which  it  perceives.  It  was  from  the 
power  of  difcerning  the  heart,  that  the  Apoftles  bellowed  the  gifts  of 
the  Spirit;  and  it  is  thus,  in  fome  manner,  that  the  Phyfionomift  places 
his  averfton,  his  friendfhip,  his  efteem.  This  idea  requires  a  little  elu¬ 
cidation. 

What  did  the  Apoftle? — He  difcerned  the  inmoft  foul — he  difco- 
vered  faculties  not  yet  difclofed.  Illuminated  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
he  faw  the  gifts  which  were  already  relident  in  the  Man,  as  the  future 
Angel  refides  in  him — and  gave  life  and  vigor  to  them  by  the  impo- 
fition  of  hands,  or  by  fome  other  lign,  which  warranted  to  the  Convert 
what  he  had  received,  that  to  which  he  was  deftined.  Thus  the  Apo¬ 
ftle,  properly  fpeaking,  conferred  no  gift :  he  only  difcovered  a  hid¬ 
den  treafure,  which,  but  for  him,  would  have  remained  ufelefs.  But 
the  Man  infpired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  prefented  himfelf  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Convert — his  auguft  afpe61 — his  difcourfes,  the  di&ates  of 
Wifdom  from  above — his  works,  which  were  an  emanation  of  Power 
Divine — difpofed  the  heart  to  faith.  Vivified  by  the  prefence  of  the 
Apoftle,  and  by  the  folemn  impofition  of  hands,  this  faith  difclofed  the 
heavenly  gift,  and  the  new-made  Chriftian  received  the  Holy  Spirit : 
or,  in  other  words,  the  Divinity  began  to  a£f  in  him  in  a  different 
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PHYSIOGNOMY  THE  BASIS  OF  FRIENDSHIP. 


55 


manner,  adapted  to  his  organifation  and  to  his  deftination.  To  pro¬ 
duce  this  effect,  there  were  necelfary  on  the  one  hand  previous  difpo- 
fitions  of  mind,  on  the  other  external  circumftances  capable  of  un¬ 
folding  the  hidden  faculties ;  and  the  fame  holds,  in  general,  of  every 
thing  that  mull  be  vivified,  of  every  thing  that  is  deftined  to  a6l  ac¬ 
cording  to  new  laws.  For  every  thing  in  the  World  is  fubje£t  to  the 
fame  regulations  and  the  fame  order,  that  which  is  phyfical  as  well  as 
that  which  is  moral,  natural  effe£ts  as  thofe  which  appear  to  us  fuper- 
natural — and  the  fame  holds  as  to  friendlhip.  The  Phyfionomift  dis¬ 
covers  the  relations,  the  fuitablenefs,  which  another  perceives  not  with 
fo  much  facility,  rapidity,  precifion  and  certainty.  He  indicates  them, 
and,  after  the  example  of  the  Apoftle,  reafons  from  what  is  feen  to 
what  is  concealed.  He  gives  nothing — he  only  can  develop  and  bring 
to  light  that  which  already  exifted ;  and  in  general  it  is  as  impofiible 
for  us  to  give  to  Man  a  new  faculty,  as  it  is  to  ingraff  a  new  member 
into  his  body.  That  which  exifts  in  us  is  fufceptible  of  culture,  of 
improvement,  of  maturity,  of  increafe ;  but  that  which  exifts  not 
cannot  be  difclofed,  nor  matured,  nor  produced. — Thus  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  what  is  in  Man,  is  the  difcovery  of  his  education,  and  of 
the  culture  of  his  faculties;  and  it  is  this  which  regulates  efteem  and 
friendfhip. 

That  which  is  invifible  in  Man  fhews  itfelf  in  what  is  vifible,  as  the 
Creator  manifefts  himfelf  in  the  creation.  If  it  be  not  the  Phyfionomy, 
then,  which  produces  efteem  and  friendfhip,  what  can  it  be?  If  that 
which  attra£!s  us  and  that  which  repels  us  be  marked  by  no  fign,  what 
then  is  there  capable  of  being  indicated  by  figns  ? 

It  will  be  afked,  But  are  there  no  exceptions  ?  I  anfwer,  I  do  not 
know  a  fingle  one;  that  is  to  fay,  ‘  Hitherto  at  leaft  I  have  met  with 
‘  no  perfon  with  whom  I  defired  to  form  an  intimate  connexion,  un- 

e  lefs  his  face  gave  me  fecurity  that  I  might  with  confidence  unbofom 

‘  myfelf 
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4  myfelf  to  him.’  And  even  on  the  fuppofition  of  my  being  miftaken, 
What  can  be  inferred  from  that?  Is  it  not  always  evident,  that  if  every 
thing  in  Nature  has  a  Phyfionomy,  Man  mud  have  his  ?  And  confe- 
quently  the  man  who  merits  our  friendfhip  and  efteem,  will  have  one 
which  diftinguifhes  him  from  thofe  who  are  unworthy  of  thefe  fenti- 
ments ; — and  if  his  Phyfionomy  be  diftinguifhable,  then  it  will  be 
loved. 

There  may  be  faces  whofe  expreflion  is  that  of  univerfal  love,  which, 
like  the  love  of  God,  extends  to  the  evil  as  to  the  good,  which  fheds 
tears  of  joy  and  of  compaffion  over  the  juft  and  the  unjuft  :  with  a  cha- 
ra6ter  fo  affe6lionate,  they  are  almoft  univerfally  beloved.  Such  faces 
muft  be  very  uncommon ;  but  I  can  by  no  means  believe  their  exift- 
ence  impoftible.  There  may  be  fome  whofe  expreflion  is  underftood 
by  a  fmall  number  of  perfons  only;  but  they  entirely  appertain,  and 
occupy  the  place  of  every  thing,  to  that  fmall  number  who  do  com¬ 
prehend  them.  There  are  Phyfionomies  which  infpire  efteem  and  re- 
fpe61,  without  inviting  to  friendlhip — others,  which  infpire  friendfhip, 
but  not  efteem — and  others,  finally,  which  unite  the  advantages  of 
both. 

The  force  which  renders  a  man  capable  of  afling,  excites  efteem ; 
wifdom  commands  refpeft;  the  force  which  enables  to  fuffer  with 
firmnefs,  refpe£t  mingled  with  compaflion:  an  inclination  to  do  good 
infpires  affe6tion ;  and  each  of  them,  namely,  capacity,  wifdom, 
ftrength  of  mind,  and  benevolence,  has  chara£leriftic  figns.  Now 
that  which  infpires  friendfhip  being  the  effe£l  of  fome  one  of  thefe 
qualities,  or  of  their  combination  (according  to  the  chara6ler  or  the 
wants  of  him  who  is  in  fearch  of  a  friend),  muft  therefore  be  alfo 
marked  by  figns.  It  is  not  always  from  conformity  of  fentiment  and 
chara&er,  that  friendfhip  arifes :  it  is  rather  the  effeft  of  the  relation 
which  is  found  to  exift  between  my  faculties  and  the  neceflities  of  an¬ 
other, 
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other,  between  my  neceflities  and  his  faculties.  The  more  thefe  facul¬ 
ties,  and  thefe  wants  or  neceflities,  are  inherent  in  his  nature  and  in 
mine,  friendfhip  is  the  more  flncere,  folid,  intimate,  and  founded  up¬ 
on  the  Phyflonomy. 

When  it  is  purely  Phyfiognomical,  independent  of  every  other  rela¬ 
tion  except  that  of  the  features  and  the  form  of  the  face — it  is  indiffo- 
luble  as  the  union  of  the  members  of  the  fame  body,  which  cannot  be 
deftroyed  except  by  death,  or  external  violence. 

I  am  always  flow  to  afk  friendfhip;  and  I  am  as  little  eager  to  make 
a  tender  of  it :  and  perfuaded  as  I  am,  that,  to  be  intimate  and  folid,  it 
muft  be  founded  on  Phyfiognomical  fuitablenefs,  I  have  long  formed 
the  refolution, 4  never  to  grant  that  fentiment  to  any  one,  nor  to  afk  it  of 
*  him — let  him  have  ever  fo  high  reputation  for  virtue  or  fan£tity — 
4  unlefs  1  know  him  perfonally,  or  be  enabled  to  form  a  judgement  of 
4  his  Phyflonomy  from  portraits  or  Silhouettes  which  are  exa£t  like- 
‘  nefles/  And  upon  the  fame  principle,  4 1  exclude  no  one  from  my 
4  friendfhip  without  having  feen  him,  though  loaded  with  the  moft 
4  odious  accufations,  even  with  an  appearance  of  truth.’ 

Let  a  man  appear,  and  his  prefence  will  deftroy  the  falfe  or  rafh 
judgements  which  may  have  been  pronounced  againft  him.  The  beft 
of  men  may  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  furprifed,  and  commit  a  blameable 
aftion :  he  may  abandon  himfelf  for  a  time  to  a  criminal  paflion — 
and  the  wickedeft  of  men  may  perform,  or  at  lead  counterfeit,  a  good 
a&ion :  but  he  cannot  change  his  face,  at  leaft  he  cannot  difguife  the 
eflential  parts  of  it,  nor  the  form  of  the  whole.  Thefe  are  not  the  fruit 
of  the  tree,  but  the  root  and  the  ftem  which  produce  the  fruit ;  and 
though  it  be  true,  that  the  tree  may  be  known  by  its  fruit,  it  is  like- 
wife  certain,  that  you  may  flill  judge  of  the  fruit  by  the  tree  and  the 
ftem ;  but  this  way  of  judging  is  more  uncommon.  It  requires  and 
fuppofes,  perhaps,  a  Spirit  of  observation  rendered  Skilful  by  practice; 
Vol.  II.  P  but 
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but  if  it  be  poffefled,  it  will  be  cafy  to  diftinguilh  the  fruit  that  has 
been  fpoiled  by  accidental  caufes — (the  moil  healthy  tree  may  be  ex¬ 
ternally  deftroyed  by  infeas).  Thus  the  friend  whom  the  Ikilful  Pby- 
fionomift  has  chofen,  upon  the  principles  of  his  Science,  will  juftify 
that  choice,  though  it  may  be  polfible  to  charge  him  with  fome  de- 

feas,  or  even  fome  vice. 


FRAGMENT 
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PHYSIOGNOMICAL 

ANECDOTES. 


1. 

THE  father  of  a  virtuous  young  man  who  was  preparing  to  travel, 
faid  to  him  at  parting, €  All  I  alk  of  you,  my  fon,  is  to  bring  me  back 
c  the  fame  face.’ 


A  young  lady  who  had  lived  almoft  always  in  the  country,  in  whom 
piety  and  innocence  were  confpicuous,  caught  a  glance  of  her  own  face 
one  evening  in  the  glafs,  at  the  moment  when,  having  finilhed  her  de¬ 
votions,  fhe  was  going  to  replace  her  Bible,  and  carry  off  the  light. 
Struck  with  her  own  form,  fhe  looked  down,  and  her  cheeks  glowed 
with  a  blulh  of  ingenuous  modefty.  She  paffed  the  winter  in  town. 
Surrounded  with  admirers,  occupied  only  with  frivolous  objefts,  lofl 
in  a  labyrinth  of  pleafure,  fhe  forgot  both  her  Bible  and  her  exercifes 
of  devotion.  In  fpring  this  young  perfon  returns  to  the  country,  re- 
vifits  her  apartment,  approaches  the  table  where  her  Bible  lay,  prefents 
herfelf  before  the  glafs — and  turns  pale  at  fight  of  her  own  counte¬ 
nance.  She  puts  down  the  light,  flings  herfelf  upon  the  fopha,  then  falls 
upon  her  knees,  and  exclaims:  ‘Good  God!  I  do  not  know  myfelf 
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4  again.  How  am  I  changed  !  My  face  bears  the  imprefs  of  contempti- 
*  ble  vanity.  How  could  I  overlook  it  fo  long  ?  Ah !  it  is  in  the 
4  bofom  of  peaceful  retirement,  in  the  fweet  exercife  of  piety  and 
4  beneficence,  that  every  trace  of  it  fhall  be  effaced. 

3- 

4  Let  me  die,  if  that  man  is  not  a  rogue  f  faid  Titus,  fpeaking  of 
Tacitus  the  Prieft :  4 1  faw  him,  in  the  exercife  of  his  fun&ion,  thrice 
4  fob  and  crv  when  there  was  nothing  to  excite  his  tears,  and  ten  times 
4  turn  away  his  face  to  conceal  a  fmile,  when  vice  or  calamity  was 
4  mentioned.* 

4- 

A  ftranger  afked  a  Phyfionomifl,  4  At  how  much  do  you  value  my 
4  face  ?’  He,  with  much  propriety,  replied,  4  That  it  was  not  eafy  to 

4  fet  a  value  upon  it.* - 4  It  is  worth  fifteen  hundred  crowns,’  faid 

the  perfon  who  put  the  queftion ;  4  for  that  fum  has  juft  been  lent  me 
4  by  one  who  knew  me  not,  merely  on  my  Phyfionomy. 

5- 


The  following  anecdote  is  taken  from  a  publication  entitled  Eloges 
des  Savans :  4  A  ftranger,  of  the  name  of  KubifTe,  pafling  through  a 
4  hall  in  the  houfe  of  M.  de  Langes,  was  fo  ftruck  at  fight  of  a  portrait 
4  which  hung  there  among  many  others,  that  he  forgot  to  follow  us, 
4  but  flopped  to  confider  the  pi£ture.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
4  after,  finding  Mr.  KubifTe  had  not  joined  us,  we  went  to  look  for 
4  him,  and  found  him  with  his  eyes  ftill  fixed  on  the  portrait.  What 

44  think  you  of  that  portrait  ?”  faid  M.  de  Langes  to  him— 44  Is  fhe 

44  not 
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64  not  a  fine  woman?” — “Yes,”  replied  Mr.  Kubifle;  “  but  if  that 
“  picture  be  a  likenefs,  the  perfon  it  reprefents  has  an  infernal  mind : 
“  fhe  muft  be  a  horrid  devil.” - It  was  the  portrait  of  Brinvilliers, 

*  the  celebrated  poifoner,  almoft  as  well  known  for  her  beauty,  as  for 

*  the  enormity  of  her  crimes,  for  which  fhe  was  burnt.’ 

6. 


A  friend  of  Count  T.  who  refides  at  W.  waited  on  that  Nobleman, 
one  day,  with  an  affeCted  ferenity  on  his  countenance.  The  bufinefs 
of  his  vifit  being  ended,  he  was  preparing  to  retire.  4  I  cannot  per- 
4  mit  you  to  leave  me,’  faid  the  Count  to  him.* — 4  That  is  very 
4  ftrange,’  replied  his  friend ;  4  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  going.’ — 

4  You  fhall  not  leave  this  room;’  and  faying  fo,  the  Count  locked  the 
chamber  door.  4  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
4  this  ?’ — 4  Becaufe  I  read  in  your  face,  that  you  are  meditating  fome 
4  horrid  defign.’ — ‘Who?  I?  Can  you  believe  me  capable  of  it?’ — ■ 

■*  You  are  meditating  murder,  or  my  difcernment  fails  me.’ - He 

grew  pale  at  thefe  words,  acknowledged  that  the  Count’s  conjecture 
was  well  founded,  put  into  his  hands  a  piftol  which  he  had  kept 
concealed,  and  told  him  the  occafion  of  the  dreadful  defign  which  . 
he  had  formed.  The  Count  was  generous  enough  to  extricate  his 
friend  from  the  painful  fituation  which  had  fuggefted  the  criminal 
purpofe. 

7- 

A  beggar  was  afking  charity  in  the  ftreet.  4  How  much  have  you 
4  occafion  for?’  faid  a  paffenger  who  was  {truck  with  the  honefiy 
of  his  appearance. — 4  Ah,  Sir !  how  can  I  give  a  name  to  it  ?  faid 
the  poor  man  :  4  Give  me  what  you  pleafe ;  I  fhall  be  fatisfied 
4  and  grateful,  be  it  ever  fo  little/ — 4  No,’  fays  the  Phyfionomift : 
Vol.  II.  Q  ‘  Tell 
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‘  Tell  me  how  much  you  have  occafion  for ;  and,  be  it  much  or 
4  little,  reft  allured  you  (hall  have  it.’ — ‘  Give  me  then — a  fhilling. 
— ‘A  {hilling !  There  it  is.  Had  you  alked  me  fifty  guineas,  you 
4  fhould  have  had  them.5 


FRAGMENT 


FRAGMENT  EIGHTH. 


PHYSIOGNOMIC  AND  PATHOGNOMIC 

EXERCISES. 


I.  SIXTEEN  HEADS  IN  PROFILE. 

AFTER  a  feparate  and  particular  examination  of  thefe  profiles,  it 
will  be  found,  that  not  one  of  them  announces  great  fenfe.  This  cha¬ 
racter  is  contradicted,  either  by  the  forehead,  or  the  eye,  or  the  mouth, 
or  the  chin,  or  the  whole  combination. 

All  the  foreheads  excepting  12.  appear  to  me  to  indicate  mental 
weaknefs;  and  even  the  one  I  have  excepted  is  neither  fufficiently  tenfe, 
nor  fufficiently  curved  in  the  part  adjoining  to  the  nofe. 

This  weaknefs  has  a  very  decided  character  in  the  nofes  10.  11. 
and  16. 

It  is  almoft  as  clearly  marked  in  thofe  of  profiles  4.  5.  and  15. 

As  to  nofes  1.  2.  3.  6.  12.  and  13.  they  are  a  little  above  medio¬ 
crity. 

The  eyes,  as  they  are  drawn  here,  announce  abfolutely  nothing  that 
characterizes  genius.  The  2.  and,  what  will  perhaps  feem  furprifing, 
the  13.  might  have  the  expreffion  of  it,  by  means  of  a  flight  alteration. 
The  5.  10.  11.  15.  16.  are  thofe  which  denote  the  greateft  imbecility 
of  mind. 

There  is  nothing  of  energy  in  the  lower  part  of  any  of  thefe  profiles : 
2.  and  11.  however,  are  a  little  lefs  weak  than  the  reft. 

You  may  obferve,  in  the  combination  of  features  in  thefe  faces,  a 
want  of  agreement  and  homogeneity;  and  it  is  this  which  produces  in 
every  one  fome  trait  that  borders  on  folly. 
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II.  AFTER  CHODOWIECKI  AND  LE  BRUN.  A. 

1.  A  changeling,  who  wonders  and  laughs  without  a  caufe. 

2.  The  calm  and  reflecting  fatisfa&ion  of  a  good  man,  the  under 

part  of  whofe  face  is  fomewhat  infipid. 

3.  A  child  already  anticipating  manhood,  whofe  face  expreffes  too 
much  attention,  but  not  enough  of  foftnefs.  The  calmnefs  which  re- 
fides  on  the  lips  is  momentary,  and  belongs  not  to  the  character. 

4.  A  devotee  whofe  attention  is  ftrongly  excited :  this  face  has  an 
expreffion  of  fatisfaftion,  but  it  is  deftitute  of  wifdom  and  energy.  The 
under  part  of  the  nofe  has  almoft  a  character  of  imbecility. 

5.  That  fenfelefs  mouth  forms  a  {hocking  contraft  with  the  mafcu- 

line  character  of  the  other  features. 

6.  An  air  of  aflonifhment  and  Itupidity,  of  fatisfaCtion,  of  foftnefs* 
Nothing  in  that  whole  face,  except  the  tip  of  the  nofe,  bears  the  im- 

prefs  of  judgement. 

7.  The  profile  of  a  good  houfewife,  a  lover  of  order  and  cleanlinefs, 

and  fufceptible  of  delicate  fentiments. 

8.  The  difcreet  and  affeCtionate  curiofity  of  an  aged  matron,  aCtive 

and  experienced. 

9.  Aface  deftitute  of  force  and  expreffion:  goodnefs  without  elevation. 

10.  The  forehead  and  nofe  announce  fomething  of  judgement:  the 
reft  is  very  trivial. 

ti.  Careleffnefs  and  fenfuality.  This  profile  fuggefts  the  idea  of  a 
goffiping  old  coquette. 

12.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  indicates  goodnefs,  but  deftitute  of 
elevation,  and  accords  very  ill  with  the  lower  part,  whofe  grimace  ex¬ 
preffes  terror  or  contempt. 

13.  14.  15.  16.  Four  faces  of  idiots,  one  of  whom  only,  namely  the 
16.  was  naturally  judicious,  endowed  with  penetration,  enterprizing, 
and  capable  of  perfeverance.  The  traces  of  his  imbecility  are  very 
flightly  apparent  only  in  the  lips,  and  the  wrinkles  of  the  cheek,  which 
form  a  contraft  with  the  bone  of  the  eye,  which  is  fo  ftrongly  marked. 
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III.  AFTER  CHODOWIECKI  AND  LE  BRUN.  B. 

Various  expreflions  of  anger  and  rage. 

1.  The  under  part  of  the  face  expreffes  nothing  but  ftupidity. 

2.  The  contempt  and  fury  of  a  low  and  impotent  mind. 

3.  The  impotent  rage  and  contempt  of  a  madman.  The  madnefs  is 
marked  in  the  under  part  of  the  face. 

4.  Theatrical  haughtinefs  and  wrath,  without  force  or  truth:  a  fen- 
fual  female,  whofe  face  has  no  mark  of  diftin£lion. 

5.  Theatric  fury  reprefenting  frenzy  and  defpair. 

6.  There  is  here  neither  force  nor  greatnefs :  it  is  the  expreflion  of 
harfh,  inflexible,  imperious  obftinacy. 

7.  A  faulty  mafk  of  energetic  fury. 

8.  The  face  of  a  man  enervated,  fallen  back  into  childhood,  and 
who  has  been  fubje6l  to  unreafonable  fallies  of  paflion. 

9.  An  infufferable  countenance:  a  ridiculous  mixture  of  foolilh 
terror  and  fa£litious  rage. 

10.  The  fury  of  a  man  whofe  chara&er  is  paflionate,  low  and  vio¬ 
lent. 

11.  The  tranfport  of  rage  of  a  vulgar  man,  fuffering,  and  diverted 
of  energy. 

12.  The  fury  of  an  idiot  under  flagellation. 

13.  A  mixture  of  greatnefs  and  triviality:  the  grimace  of  a  fool 
and  an  idiot. 

14.  Is  nothing  but  a  Ample  mafk,  which  prefents  a  mixture  of 
pain,  rage  and  weaknefs. 

1 5.  The  unaffe6led  fury  of  a  man  whofe  mind  is  deranged  by  pain, 
and  who  had  received  happy  difpofitions  from  nature. 

16.  Tranfport  the  effeft  of  pain,  in  a  madman,  but  who  naturally 

was  poflefled  of  energy. 
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IV.  AFTER  LE  BRUN  AND  CHODOWIECKI.  C. 

1.  A  head  deftitute  of  fenfe;  or  rather  a  mafk,  wretchedly  drawn, 
reprefenting  the  moft  ftupid  aftonifhment. 

2.  The  terror  of  a  man  fallen  into  infanity,  and  who  once  was  not 
devoid  of  underftanding. 

3.  The  ftupid  aftonilhment  of  a  child,  who  is  not  otherwife  defti- 
tute  of  intelligence. 

4.  The  panic  terror  of  a  timid  charafter. 

5.  A  charafter  divefted  of  energy;  a  contemptible  woman,  a  fool 
and  a  coquette. 

6.  The  expreftion  of  pity  upon  the  face  of  a  perfon  who  naturally 
pofiefled  greatnefs,  but  now  degraded  by  fenfuality  and  indolence. 

7.  The  ftupid  aftonifhment  of  one  born  a  changeling. 

8.  Aftonifhment  devoid  of  intereft,  in  a  man  funk  into  infanity, 

but  who  was  deftined  to  greatnefs. 

9.  Meannefs  in  the  extreme ;  an  abominable  mixture  of  cunning 
and  ftupidity.  With  fuch  a  face,  the  man  is  deaf  to  the  voice  of  honor. 

10.  Meannefs  that  excludes  every  noble  fentiment,  and  which  ap¬ 
pears  incompatible  with  the  upper  part  of  the  face. 

1 1.  The  pufillanimous  countenance  of  a  ftupid  and  debauched  Pha- 
rifee. 

12.  A  charafter  obftinate  and  infenfible ;  ftupidity  and  knavery. 

13.  The  face  of  a  coquette,  who  arranges  her  plans,  and  fupplies  by 
dexterity  and  intrigue  her  want  of  beauty:  fhe  has  the  air  of  tiiumph- 
ing  in  her  fuccefs. 

14.  Want  of  energy;  aftonifhment  mixed  with  a  certain  degree  of 
attention  and  intereft. 

13.  The  attentive  look  of  an  honeft  man,  who  has  a  very  contrafted 
underftanding. 

16.  Vehemence  and  difdain  mixed  with  terror,  in  a  charafter  na¬ 
turally  choleric  and  impetuous. 
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V.  AFTER  LE  BRUN  AND  CHODOWIECKI.  D. 

All  thefe  faces,  excepting  perhaps  14.  and  15.  want  truth  and 
energy. 

I.  2.  3.  Caricatures  of  three  heads  expreftive  of  greatnefs;  mafks  of 
attention  excited  by  aftonifhment. 

4.  The  mafk  of  aftonifhment  and  imbecility. 

5.  The  timid  aftonifhment  of  an  idiot,  who  difcovers  fome  occa- 
fional  fparks  of  genius. 

6.  The  ftupid  aftonifhment  of  a  weak  and  vulgar  mind,  which  has 
not  always  been  deficient  in  point  of  energy. 

7.  The  aftonifhment  of  a  vulgar  and  injudicious  man. 

8.  The  curious  attention  and  profound  look  of  a  violent  man,  but 
concentred,  and  half  mad. 

9.  The  vehemence,  grief,  exertion  of  a  being  weak  and  fenfual. 

10.  The  terror  of  ignorance,  on  the  face  of  a  child,  whofe  features 
are  too  much  formed. 

II.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  is  above  the  common  ftandard;  the 
lower  prefents  nothing  but  the  grimace  of  furprife  and  terror. 

12.  The  fright  and  furprife  of  one  whofe  conftitution  is  delicate, 
and  his  mind  feeble. 

13.  The  terror  of  a  man  of  fenfuality,  endowed  with  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  imagination. 

14.  Attention  and  terror  mingled  with  pity:  the  upper  part  of  the 
face  is  by  no  means  ordinary. 

15.  The  expreflion  of  the  fame  feelings,  on  a  face  which  is  neither 
ordinary  nor  fublime. 

16.  Terror  and  furprife:  a  feeble  and  infantine  chara&er. 
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VI.  AFTER  LE  BRUN.  E„ 

1.  The  caricature  of  a  great  chara&er,  in  which  terror  is  painted. 

2.  The  forehead,  the  upper  part  of  the  eyes,  even  the  nofe,  mark  an 
energetic  charadler.  The  grimace  of  the  mouth  is  that  of  a  man  de¬ 
prived  of  undemanding,  and  ill  agrees  either  with  the  wrinkles  of  the 

forehead,  or  with  the  form  of  the  chin. 

3.  Mafk  of  a  plain  face,  expreflive  of  aftonifhment  and  mute  terror. 

4.  Eager  defire,  animated  by  hope,  in  a  face  replete  with  goodnefs, 
but  deftitute  of  greatnefs. 

5.  Tender  devotion:  a  chara&er  great  without  being  fublime. 

6.  Recolledlion  of  forrow:  a  charadler  approaching  to  fublimity. 

7.  The  caricature  of  a  frank  and  generous  character.  Elevation  and 
goodnefs  are  painted  in  the  eye,  and  upon  the  upper  lip. 

8.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  is  the  caricature  of  a  great  character, 
while  the  lower  exprelfes  only  weaknefs.  This  face  has  the  air  of  one 
that  mufes,  and  prefents  the  traces  of  recovery  from  terror. 

9.  A  look  fixed,  but  indifferent:  a  weak  and  childifh  charafler. 
The  vignette  below  expreffes  the  rage  of  a  man  whofe  chara&er  is 

favage,  flormy,  completely  wicked:  he  is  deftitute  of  internal  energy, 
and  difpofed  to  advance  infolent  pretenftons. 
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VII.  AFTER  LE  BRUN  AND  CHODOWIECKI.  F. 

1.  An  expreflion  of  fright,  joy,  and  ftupidity  in  an  ordinary  face. 

2.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  is  good;  the  lower  is  middling.  The 
whole  together  is  expreflive  of  attention  mixed  with  intereft  and  terror. 

3.  The  terror  of  a  man  contracted  and  weak  in  every  fenfe. 

4.  The  ftupid  attention  of  a  vulgar  fellow,  whofe  head  is  unfurnifh- 
ed  with  ideas. 

5.  He  feems  to  liften  with  the  intereft  of  compafiion.  The  upper 
part  of  this  face  has  a  character  of  greatnefs :  the  lower  announces 
feeblenefs  and  faintnefs. 

6.  A  little  terror  mixed  with  pity  and  contempt:  a  weak  and  trivial 
perfon. 

7.  Caricature  of  a  great  and  noble  countenance;  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  caricature  of  attention  and  intereft. 

8.  Fear,  terror,  and  vexation,  in  an  ordinary  and  very  weak  woman. 

9.  Malk  of  the  impotent  contempt  of  envy. 

10.  Caricature  of  a  perfon,  who,  without  being  great,  diftinguifhes 
herfelf  by  an  honeft  and  ferviceable  character.  That  large  eye  and  the 
little  nofe  form  a  ftriking  contraft,  and  every  contraft  is  a  caricature. 

1 1 .  The  grimace  of  terror  on  the  face  of  a  woman  fallen  into  infa- 
nity,  but  who  once  was  deftitute  neither  of  fenfe  nor  of  goodnefs. 

12.  The  grimace  of  a  madman  who  has  long  fince  fpent  his  force, 
and  whom  nature  had  deftined  for  a  lunatic  with  fallies  of  an  original 
caft. 

1 3.  The  expreflion  of  bitter  difguft  on  the  face  of  an  ordinary  man. 

14.  The  malk  of  rage  and  contempt :  a  middling  character,  rather 
feeble  than  energetic. 

1 5.  Caricature  of  a  changeling  funk  into  infanity  through  debauch¬ 
ery. 

16.  A  melancholy  madman,  who  had  great  difpofitions,  penetration 
and  depth  of  thought;  but  whofe  mind  was  not  lyftematic. 
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VIII.  AFTER  LE  BRUN  AND  CHODOWIECKI.  G. 

1.  A  mixture  of  pain  and  forrow  in  an  ordinary  character. 

2.  Excepting  the  tranfition  from  the  forehead  to  the  nofe,  there  is 
much  greatnefs  in  the  upper  part  of  this  face,  down  to  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  nofe.  The  eye  bears  the  imprefs  of  genius.  The  under 
part,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  perfect  caricature.  There  is  a  contrail  be¬ 
tween  the  lips;  they  have  not  a  true  and  determinate  expreffion:  it 
is  eafy  to  fee,  however,  that  they  ought  to  indicate  fear,  terror,  and  at¬ 
tention. 

3.  The  forrow  of  a  mind  polfeffed  of  elevation  and  fenfibility. 
Here,  however,  as  in  moll  of  thefe  heads,  the  nofe  is  badly  drawn, 
childifh  and  without  meaning. 

4.  Sorrow  that  refle&s.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  has  in  it  fome- 
what  dillinguifhed,  while  the  lower  announces  a  chara6ler  weak  and 
ordinary. 

5.  Though  the  drawing  of  this  head  be  very  defe£live  (the  eyes,  for 
example,  are  not  equal),  it  expreffes  the  affliaion  and  pity  of  a  being 
good,  but  weak. 

6.  Excefs  of  affliaion  the  effea  of  tendernefs :  a  Hate  on  the  brink 
of  fainting. 

7.  Sorrow,  confidence,  refignation,  hope. 

8.  Caricature  of  a  dillinguilhed  countenance,  the  torment  of  unfor¬ 
tunate  love. 

9.  The  grimace  of  affliaion,  mingled  with  contempt. 

10.  Affliaion  and  terror  of  a  weak  man. 

11.  The  expreffion  of  grief  and  terror  on  the  face  of  an  infant  too 
much  formed,  and  who  announces  no  great  fund  of  goodnefs. 

12.  Dillraaion,  wildnefs,  hope,  have  fucceeded  forrow  in  this  face, 
the  lower  part  of  which  announces  at  leall  weaknefs. 

13.  Profound  affliaion  and  grief  in  a  great  charaaer. 

14.  A  wretched  caricature  of  a  Mater  doloroja ,  who,  far  from  polfelf- 
ing  fenfibility,  is  only  fenfual. 
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15.  Calm  and  exalted  grief  in  a  great  chara&er,  which  nearly  ap¬ 
proaches  the  fublime. 

16.  The  aftonilhment  of  a  timorous  and  inquifitive  limpleton. 

The  head  below  is  after  the  Original  of  No.  V.  Plate  F. ;  but  here, 

how  much  more  energy  and  greatnefs! — Attention,  pity,  indignation 
againft  the  author  of  the  ills  he  commiferates,  are  much  better  marked 
in  this  face.  He  can  and  he  will.  No  one  will  eafily  undertake  to  re¬ 
lift  him.  What  penetration  in  the  eye  and  the  nofe !  There  is  in  the 
upper  lip  a  kind  of  weaknefs,  a  perfe£t  contrail;  to  that  ftrongly  marked 
chin,  and  the  whole  upper  part  of  the  face. 
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IX.  AFTER  EE  BRUN  AND  CHODOWIECKI.  H. 

1 .  Impotent  terror  and  anger.  The  nofe  is  weak  and  unimpaffioned. 

2.  Contempt, horror,  threats ;  a character harfh,  infenfible,  inexorable. 

3.  /  -er  and  terror  in  the  upper  part  of  the  face :  the  under  has 

almoft  v  the  coldnefs  of  indifference. 

4.  The  wretched  defign  of  a  face  which  expreffes  the  terror  of  a 

mind  timid  and  deftitute  of  energy. 

5.  Exhaufted  rage,  contempt,  defpair.  That  face  could  have  nothing 

of  greatnefs,  were  it  in  a  ftate  of  reft. 

6.  The  factitious  fcorn  either  of  an  idiot,  but  who  was  not  one  from 
his  birth,  or  of  a  man  who  affeCts  an  infolent  and  contemptuous  air. 

7.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  fuppofes  experience,  and  activity  in 
a  good  caufe :  the  nofe  is  very  ordinary.  The  lower  part,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  mouth,  expreffes  the  contempt  of  a  feeble  mind. 

8.  The  look  of  envy  and  contempt;  a  character  harfh  and  unrelent¬ 
ing;  an  ordinary  underftanding,  to  judge  by  the  under  part  of  the  face. 

9.  The  violent  condition  of  an  ordinary  man,  a  prey  to  exceffive  pain. 

10.  The  terror  of  a  man  whofe  character  is  naturally  energetic, 
though  the  lower  part  of  the  profile  indicate  weaknefs. 

1 1 .  The  terror  of  a  man  who  is  extremely  irritable,  and  whom  re¬ 
peated  frights  have  reduced  to  weaknefs  and  imbecility. 

1 2.  The  terror  of  a  child  favage  and  violent,  and  who  has  fomething 

too  mafculine. 

13.  The  mafculine  face  of  a  woman  obftinate  and  divefted  of  great¬ 
nefs:  terror  is  putting  her  to  flight. 

14.  A  faint  impreffion  of  terror;  an  indolent  and  phlegmatic  cha¬ 
racter. 

15.  Brutal  defire  in  an  obftinate  and  vulgar  perfon. 

16.  Irritated  and  fuffering,  he  is  incapable  of  bearing  up  against  the 
pain  which  torments  him. 

The  nofes  in  general,  and  efpecially  1,  3.  8.  1 1.  and  14.  want  expref* 
fion,  and  are  badly  drawn. 
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X.  THE  PARTING  BETWEEN  CALAS  AND  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

The  great  print  of  Chodowiecki,  from  which  thefe  two  figures  are 
taken,  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  moft  expreflive  and  moil  perfefl 
of  produflions.  What  truth  runs  through  it!  how  much  of  nature! 
what  a  happy  combination!  Force  without  harfhnefs,  delicacy  free 
from  every  thing  like  affe&ation,  expreffion  in  the  whole,  and  in  every 
part  taken  feparately — contrail;  in  the  charafters — unity,  harmony  in 
the  compofition- — and  always,  always  truth  and  nature,  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  it  never  once  occurs  to  the  mind,  that  the  fcene,  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  that  a  fingle  perfonage,  or  that  the  flighted:  circumftance  is  ima¬ 
ginary. - Nothing  exaggerated,  and  yet  all  is  poetical!  You  forget 

it  is  a  piflure — you  fee  the  objects  themfelves — you  feel  tranfported 
into  the  prifon  of  the  innocent  fufferer — you  weep  with  him — you 
wifli  to  throw  yourfelf  into  his  arms,  to  die  with  him,  to  die  for  him. 

- But  among  the  beauties  of  that  wonderful  production,  nothing  is 

to  be  compared  to  the  old  man  and  that  one  of  his  daughters,  who 
mute,  and  on  the  point  of  fainting,  fupports  herfelf  by  leaning  upon 
him.  I  have  caufed  this  part  of  the  piffure  to  be  copied,  enlarged, 
and  engraved,  in  order  to  procure  for  fome  of  my  Readers  fome  mo¬ 
ments  of  delicious  fadnefs. — But  the  copy  has  loft  in  fome  refpe&s;  it 
has  gained  in  others.  Contemplate  that  affe&ing  group.  Does  not 
the  face  of  the  old  man  difcover  evident  traces  of  that  candor,  that 
noble  fimplicity,  that  confidence  in  God,  which  dwell  with  innocence 
alone  ?  Perhaps  the  copy  reprefents  ftill  better  than  the  original,  the 
internal  calm,  the  paternal  goodnefs  of  the  man  to  whom  it  would  be 
impoflible — good  God!  I  will  not  fay,  to  be  the  murderer  of  a 
fon — but  not  to  fave  a  fon’s  life  at  the  price  of  his  own: — and  the 
face  of  the  young  woman  difcovers  a  mind  poflefled  of  the  high- 
eft  honor  and  fenfibility;  a  daughter,  a  After  the  moft  affe£lionate. 
Who  ever  faw  fuch  an  oppreflion  of  forrow,  which  borders  on 
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fainting  away,  but  is  not  as  yet  a  complete  fwoon — that  grief  fo 
expreffive  of  inability  to  fuccour  the  beloved  obje£t — who  ever  faw 
thefe  more  powerfully  reprefented,  than  in  the  figure  of  that  young 
perfon  leaning  upon  her  father?  The  eyebrows,  the  eyes,  the  mouth 
half  open,  the  pofition  of  the  face,  of  the  hands — every  thing  cries 
out :  ‘  I  am  the  mo  ft  wretched  creature  that  ever  exifted.  Is  any 
‘  forrow  like  unto  my  forrow  ?’  Compare  now  the  face  which  fo 
well  expreffes  deje&ion,  defpondency,  with  the  face,  ten  times  more 
eloquent  ftill,  of  the  venerable  old  man.  There  it  was  a  woman — » 

here  it  is  a  man  : — there  it  was  the  daughter — here  the  father. - . 

From  the  bottom  of  that  heart  fatigued,  overwhelmed,  a  rill  of  con- 
folation  fp rings  up  :  his  looks,  his  mouth  exprefs  it ;  it  paffes  from 
them  into  the  extinguifhed,  the  almoft:  clofed  eyes  of  his  incon- 
folable  daughter.  Rivers  of  tears  have  furrowed  thofe  cheeks;  he 
is  emaciated,  bruifed  with  grief :  but  a  profound  peace  reigns  there 

ftill. - c  I  fear  God,  and  have  no  other  fear.  I  raife  mine  eyes 

‘  on  high,  from  whence  my  help  cometh.  My  hope  is  in  the  Lord 
c  who  made  heaven  and  earth.  Suffer  my  irons  to  be  taken  off;  let 
c  not  that  tumult,  the  fore-runner  of  death,  terrify  you ;  I  mind  it 

6  not — I  am  innocent,  I  know  it,  and  God  knoweth  it. - Be  com- 

6  forted  :  He  comes  to  my  affiftance,  that  God  who  knoweth  me; 
*  and  if  with  one  hand  he  prefents  me  a  cup  of  bitternefs,  with  the 
‘  other  he  fupports  and  (Lengthens  me/  For  my  own  part,  I  clearly 
read  thefe  words  on  that  face,  in  which  innocence,  goodnefs,  grief 
have  blended  their  feveral  impreflions.  I  fee  in  it  that  father,  who 
always  was  a  father— I  fee  in  it  the  man  who  could  fay  as  he  was  ex¬ 
piring  on  the  wheel:  0  God!  forgive  my  fudges ;  I  am  innocent ! - 

the  man  who  was  worthy  of  fuffering,  pure  from  the  horrid  crime  for 
which  he  fuffered,  unheard  of  torture ;  and  of  being  the  vi£tim  who 
muft  fave  in  future  ages  millions  of  innocent  perfons — a  vi6tim,  who 
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fhall  appear  to  us  in  the  world  to  come  irradiated  with  a  glory,  invert¬ 
ed  with  a  form,  which  no  pencil  on  earth  could  trace,  and  which  the 
genius  of  no  poet  is  able  to  defcribe. 

We  fhall  add  nothing  to  the  vignette  which  follows:  you  may  dis¬ 
cover  in  it  the  four  temperaments,  from  the  different  imprertions  pro¬ 
duced,  by  the  fame  pifture,  on  thefe  four  perfonages. 
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XI.  FOUR  HEADS  AFTER  "SCHLUTTER. 

Four  great  chara6lers  in  a  ftate  of  fuffering.  They  do  not  fuffer  like 
feeble  beings,  who  are  incapable  of  refilling  pain ;  they  have  combated 

_ but  the  viftory  was  above  their  ftrength.  Warriors  rendered  hardy 

by  fatigue,  accuftomed  to  furmount  obllacles,  they  braved  dangers  the 
moll  tremendous. 

i.  The  upper  part,  down  to  the  middle  of  the  nofe,  borders  on  the 
fublime:  all  the  reft  Hill  poflefies  greatnefs,  though  mixed  with  harlhnefs. 

3.  A  face  neither  great  nor  fublime;  but  which,  however,  if  you 
except  that  vulgar  mouth,  is  not  quite  ordinary.  The  pain  exprefted 
by  the  mouth  and  forehead  has  not  the  chara6ler  of  greatnefs  which 
diftinguifhes  the  forehead  and  the  eye  of  No.  i. 

3.  This  is  not  death  entirely,  but  the  pain  which  immediately  pre¬ 
cedes  death.  The  tip  of  the  nofe  is  a  little  defective.  That  excepted, 
the  face  is  the  face  of  a  hero. 

4.  Pain  infupportable  in  a  man  judicious,  firm,  and  poffefled  of  felf- 
governmentj  but  deficient  in  ingenuity.  The  nofe  belongs  to  an  excel¬ 
lent  character. 

This  head  of  Saul,  at  the  moment  of  his  being  ftruck  with  light  from 
heaven,  and  hurled  down  to  the  ground,  wants  dignity,  but  indicates 

Great  faculties. 
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XII.  AFTER  POUSSIN*. 

Poudin,  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  Raphael  and  the  Ancients,  has 
thrown  into  almod  all  his  characters  much  energy  and  greatnefs:  thefe 
qualities  are  difcernible  in  the  copies  of  his  pictures,  even  in  thofe 
where  the  outline  alone  is  given.  The  beautiful  group  here  prefented  is 
a  proof  of  this. 

The  mod  elevated  figure  is  that  of  a  man  full  of  courage,  but  who, 
feized  with  companion  and  terror,  is  ready  to  faint  away :  his  geflures 
already  indicate  the  approach  of  a  fainting  fit. 

There  is  much  more  energy  dill,  more  refolution  and  prefence  of 
mind,  in  the  figure  which  fupports  the  two  perfons  who  are  druck  with 
the  pedilence.  He  is  a  perfon  of  a  firm  and  trudy  character,  in  whom 
you  may  fafely  confide,  but  whom  you  mud  take  care  not  to  irritate  or 
treat  indelicately.  Though  he  be  not  fufceptible  of  real  tendernefs,  his 
candor  and  deadinefs  would  render  him  a  valuable  friend;  while  his 
courage,  his  vigor,  his  indexibility,  would  make  him  a  formidable  ene¬ 
my.  He  is  deeply  affeCted,  but  compaflion  deprives  him  not  of  ability 
to  lend  abidance. 

The  head  of  the  fainting  Surgeon  is  too  incorrectly  drawn  to  admit 
of  our  faying  any  thing  about  it,  fave  only,  that  the  forehead  and  nofe 
prefent  traces  of  a  great  character  of  the  middling  clafs — that  the  diG 
guding  groflhefs  below  the  chin  by  no  means  correfponds  with  the  fore¬ 
head — that  the  mouth  and  eye  exprefs  fainting  extremely  well. 

The  character  of  the  woman  ought  not  to  be  thrown  into  the  lowed 
clafs — it  is  neither  great  nor  little:  it  podedes  fome  dignity,  but  is  ex¬ 
predive  of  neither  vigor  nor  genius. 


*  The  ingenious  Author  is  miftaken  in  afcribing  this  group  to  Pouftn.  It  is  copied  after  a  pi&ure  of  P.  Mignard, 
known  by  the  name  of  La  Pejle:  but  Mr.  Lavater’s  remarks  upon  it  difeover  his  ufual  tafte  and  judgement. 
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XIII. 


l.  Goodnefs,  fimplicity,  weaknefs.  The  clofenefs  of  the  nofe  to  the 
mouth  is  a  mark  of  imbecility  in  faces  of  fuch  a  form  as  this.  The  hind- 
head  announces  much  capacity,  and  correfponds  not  with  the  profile. 


2.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  has  fomething  noble  and  fprightly; 
the  lower  is  deftitute  of  expreffion. 

3.  Candor,  good-nature;  a  charafter  peaceful,  modeft,  fincere,  ex¬ 
empt  from  paffion — but  weak. 

4.  Timidity,  reflleffnefs,  inconfideration,  with  a  very  {lender  degree 
of  capacity  or  talents. 

5.  This  face  announces  fomewhat  more  underffanding,  and  infpires 
more  confidence  than  the  preceding.  That  little  flat  nofe,  and  that  half- 
opened  mouth,  have  an  expreffion  of  timidity;  the  great  chin,  and 
every  thing  elfe,  indicate  an  honeft  and  unfufpefling  charafier. 

6.  The  forehead  charaflerizes  a  moderate  degree  of  judgement;  the 
eye,  noble  paffions  and  a  fpecies  of  greatnefs;  but  the  nofe  is  ordinary, 
and  that  wry  mouth,  the  drawing  of  which  is  incorreft,  indicates  weak¬ 
nefs. 

7.  The  head  of  a  man  of  genius  incorreftly  drawn.  Nature  had 
formed  and  defigned  it  well;  and  if  it  is  not  what  it  ffiould  be,  the  blame 
mufl  be  laid  on  circumflances:  the  mouth  at  leaf!:  feems  to  indicate  this. 
It  is  particularly  from  the  right  eye,  and  the  eyebrow  of  the  fame  fide, 
which  is  placed  too  low,  that  we  difcover  this  head  to  be  incorre6t. 
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XIV. 

1 .  The  upper  part  is  almoft  great.  The  middle  and  lower  are  weak, 
but  with  an  expreflion  of  goodnefs  and  candor. 

2.  You  difcern  at  once  in  the  lower  part  of  the  face,  from  the  eyes 
down  to  the  extremity  of  the  chin,  a  chara&er  of  fenfuality,  exempt 
from  malice,  and  a  changeling  from  the  womb,  but  not  entirely  depraved. 

3.  The  forehead  and  mouth  have  a  flight  expreflion  of  good  fenfe; 
but  it  is  impoflible  to  overlook  the  imbecility  which  is  apparent  in  the 
nofe,  the  eye,  and  the  right  eyebrow. 

4.  The  forehead  and  nofe  are  ordinary.  The  eye  is  greatly  fuperior; 
the  upper  lip  is  filly  and  vulgar,  the  beard  fenfual. 

5.  A  vigorous  temperament.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  poflefles 
fome  dignity,  but  the  under  lip  gives  an  air  of  ftupidity  to  the  lower  part. 

6.  A  chara&er  firm,  faithful,  invariable,  at  once  noble  and  inflexi¬ 
ble.  Through  the  incorre&nefs  of  the  drawing,  however,  this  face  ex¬ 
hibits  fome  marks  of  weaknefs. 

7.  If  you  except  the  nofe,  the  drawing  of  which  too  is  defe&ive,  this 
countenance  is  firm,  Ready,  manly,  clofe,  and  not  eafily  to  be  moved. 

The  head  below  bears  the  imprefs  of  religious  veneration;  but  the 
forehead  is  too  much  elevated,  the  tip  of  the  nofe  too  blunt,  the  under 
lip  and  chin  have  too  little  fignificancy,  and  their  contour  is  too  much 
rounded,  to  permit  the  expreflion  of  the  whole  to  reach  the  fublime. 
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XV. 

1.  The  face  of  a  man  ferious,  prudent,  moderate,  inclined  to  fuf- 
picion,  not  ealily  to  be  deceived,  capable,  however,  of  a  prompt  tranf- 
ition  from  reafon  to  folly. 

a.  A  chara&er  in  which  goodnefs,  gentlenefs,  dignity  and  innocence 
are  predominant;  but  too  liable  to  the  fedu£tion  of  dangerous,  if  not 
*  criminal,  complaifance. 

3.  The  chara6ter  of  a  man  of  vehemence,  harfhnefs  and  infolence; 
exa£f,  pundual,  and  prudent  even  to  midrud — without  being  always 
under  the  government  of  found  reafon. 

4.  The  face  of  a  man  cunning  in  the  extreme,  dexterous  in  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  fecrets,  and  capable  of  gaining  his  end  by  indired  methods; 
without  deviating,  however,  into  the  path  of  falfehood  or  wickednefs: 
he  is  judicious,  ferviceable,  a£live,  and  too  intelligent  to  become  a  dupe. 

The  two  heads  of  the  vignette  below,  elfentially  different  in  point 
of  chara&er,  are  neither  of  them,  however,  mean  or  ordinary.  The 
one  that  is  placed  behind  exprefles  mod  complaifance;  the  other,  more 
firmnefs  and  refolution.  The  piercing  look  of  the  latter,  that  eye  fo 
drikingly  marked,  the  large  nofe,  that  mouth  and  chin,  denote  a  man 
of  lingular  probity  and  energy,  but  fomewhat  haughty,  and  with  whom 
you  mud  not  venture  to  tamper.  The  profile  whofe  forehead  is  cover¬ 
ed  indicates  ingenuity,  eloquence,  benevolence — with  a  flight  tin&ure 
of  vanity. 


PHYSIOGNOMIC  AND  PATHOGNOMIC  EXERCISES.  81 


XVI. 


1 .  A  lingular  mixture  of  wifdom  and  weaknefs.  The  form  of  the 
head,  the  pofition  of  the  forehead,  and  the  nofe,  feem  to  indicate  a  faga- 
cious  chara&er — yet  it  is  impoffible  to  bellow  on  that  face  the  efleem 

which  true  wifdom  commands. 

✓ 

2.  That  downcalt  look,  if  you  except  the  lower  contour  of  the  nofe, 
exprefles  attention  llrongly  fupported,  and  wifdom  far  fuperior  to  the 
figure  which  precedes  it. 

3.  That  ordinary  and  fenfual  countenance  was  not  naturally  ftupid, 
but  it  has  been  negle£led  and  left  uncultivated.  There  is  fomething  in 
the  mouth  and  in  the  eye  which  affords  a  prefumption  of  natural  talents. 

4.  The  upper  part  is  not  abfolutely  vulgar;  but  the  under  denotes  a 
weak  chara£ler,  a  heart  cold  and  unfufceptible  of  kind  affe£lions. 

What  dignity  in  this  figure  after  Raphael !  What  fimplicity  in  that 
air  of  attention !  The  forehead,  the  nofe,  the  mouth  and  eye,  the  mien, 
the  attitude — are  all  exprellive  of  a  chara£ler  fage  and  given  to  reflec¬ 
tion,  which  does  not,  however,  reach  the  fublime. 
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XVII. 

t.  Is  the  head  of  a  man  of  genius  half  mad.  Were  the  nofe  more 
prominent,  the  upper  lip  brought  rather  forward,  the  chin  lefs  rounded 
and  more  diftended — they  would  correfpond  better  with  the  fore  and 
hind  head,  which  bear  infallible  marks  of  genius. 

2.  This  head,  which  is  not  in  other  refpedts  ordinary,  preferves  a 
certain  air  of  childifhnefs,  and  betrays  a  difpolition  to  pleafantry  and 
playful  mifchief. 

3.  Is  a  true  Capuchin  countenance,  and  of  a  good  fort.  The  nofe  is 
not  ordinary,  and  the  whole  head  in  general  indicates  a  character,  not 
of  greatnefs,  but  of  firmnefs  and  ability. 

4.  We  have  here  an  expreffion  of  weaknefs,  fo  much  the  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  be  determined,  that  this  profile  is  not  an  ordinary  one,  and  that 
you  are  under  the  neceffity  of  allowing  it  a  certain  degree  of  dignity, 
probity,  courage,  and  firmnefs. 

5.  Here  is  one  of  the  faces  whofe  fimplicity  rifes  almoft  to  the  fub- 
lime.  You  read  in  it  a  clear  and  found  underftanding,  but  not  fagacity 
properly  fo  called,  nor  the  fpirit  of  analyfis:  it  likewife  indicates  a  cha¬ 
racter  of  integrity,  and  folidity  of  judgement. 

In  the  figure  below,  weaknefs,  prefumption,  infenfibility — but  it 
needs  no  commentary. 
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1.  The  caricature  of  a  face  cunning,  artful,  eager,  cold,  indifferent, 
yet  curious  and  affuming.  It  prefents  that  air  of  fillinefs,  only  from  the 
defe&ivenefs  of  the  drawing. 

2.  Little  eyes,  with  a  nofe  of  fuch  length  and  breadth,  and  a  wry 
mouth,  lead  us  to  prefume  a  charafter  extremely  contracted,  and  a 

mind  hardly  fufceptible  of  cultivation. 

3.  4.  Penfive  contemplation,  without  energy  and  without  an  ob¬ 
ject.  Both  of  them  announce  good  natural  difpolitions,  and  in  this 
refpeCl  deferve  a  preference  to  the  two  which  precede  them. — 3.  with¬ 
out  being  great,  is  by  no  means  a  man  of  the  loweft  order. 

5.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  almoft  polfefTes  fomething  of  great- 
nefs,or  at  leaft  of  dignity:  the  lower  indicates  good-nature,  but  meannefs. 

The  head  below  had  been  formed  for  wifdom,  but  is  left  unfinifhed. 
The  forehead  has  almoft  the  imprefs  of  genius.  The  eyebrows  and 
upper  part  of  the  nofe,  the  left  eye,  the  mouth  confidered  apart,  the 
outline  from  the  right  cheek  bone  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  chin 
all  thefe  promife  confummate  wifdom,  depth  of  underftanding;  but  this 
is  contradided  by  the  tip  of  the  nofe,  the  upper  eyelid,  and  an  undeftna- 
ble  fomething  about  the  mouth— and  which  mull  be  afcribed,  perhaps, 
to  its  pofition,  which  is  too  oblique  relatively  to  the  reft  of  the  face. 
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XIX. 

i.  Low  fnperftition,  with  a  tendency  to  intolerance:  this  perfon, 
without  ranking  among  the  very  narrow-minded,  is  incapable,  how¬ 
ever,  of  acquiring  very  extenfive  knowledge. 

3.  A  countenance  fly,  but  compofed,  and  which  has  nearly  an  ex- 
preflion  of  goodnefs.  To  faces  of  this  fort  is  annexed  the  ta£i  which 
ferves  to  unmafk  the  hypocrite. 

3*  The  terror  of  a  man  weak  and  feized  with  madnefs,  but  who  was 
not  naturally  deftitute  of  fenfe. 

4.  The  face  of  one  born  an  idiot,  but  good-natured.  AbftraCted 
from  the  other  features,  I  difcern  at  once  in  the  forehead,  and  the  ex¬ 
terior  outline  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
neck,  evident  marks  of  imbecility. 

5.  A  mixture  of  harfhnefs,  malignity,  and  childifhnefs.  The  laft 
has  its  feat  in  the  contour  of  the  forehead — the  malignity  in  the  eye 
and  mouth — -harfhnefs  in  the  under  lip  and  chin. 

The  annexed  profile,  degraded  by  the  hand  of  an  unlkilful  artift,  is 
that  of  a  diftinguifhed  face,  capable  of  forming  and  executing  great  pro¬ 
jects.  The  eye  and  the  nofe,  which  indicate  very  uncommon  ability, 

required  a  forehead  not  quite  fo  fhort,  and  more  firm,  and  lefs  foftnefs 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  face. 
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1.  The  Phyfionomy  of  a  man  of  integrity  and  courage,  in  whom  you 
may  confide;  but  at  the  fame  time  an  ordinary  face,  deftitute  of  fagacity 
and  elevation.  The  want  of  greatnefs  is  particularly  vifible  in  the  point 
of  the  nofe. 

2.  The  face  of  a  grovelling,  fordid,  cunning  wretch.  Though  he  be  at 
prefent  a  very  contrafted  being,  his  natural  difpofitions  rendered  him  a- 
bundantly  capable  of  inftruftion.  Without  being  pofitively  wicked,  he  is 
become  contemptible  through  weaknefs  and  want  of  cultivation;  and,  in 
his  aflual  ftate,  prefents  a  total  want  of  honor  and  of  internal  energy. 

3.  Impotent  coquetry.  The  eye  is  ftrongly  expreflive  of  paffion — the 
mouth,  of  weaknefs  bordering  on  folly. 

4.  This  face  is  neither  great  nor  energetic — but  it  indicates  a  man 
polfefled  of  confiderable  talents,  fufceptible  of  tafte  and  inftruHion, 
capable  of  refleftion,  without  the  power  of  profound  inveftigation. 

5.  The  forehead,  if  I  may  ufe  the  exprelfion,  has  not  yet  arrived  at 
full  maturity;  and,  confidered  with  relation  to  the  mouth,  is  not  fuffici- 
ently  furrowed,  is  too  childifh.  It  is  unneceflary  to  obferve,  that  this  is 
the  profile  of  a  changeling,  indolent  and  good-natured :  the  imbecility 
is  chiefly  refident  in  the  under  lip,  which  advances  by  far  too  much. 

Below  I  prefent  a  head  after  Holbein,  which  expreffes  the  profound 
and  concentrated  forrow  of  a  feeling,  generous,  and  powerfully  energe¬ 
tic  mind.  The  forehead  and  nofe  particularly  charaHerize  the  man  of 
thought. 
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XXI.  ATTENTION  WITHOUT  INTEREST. 

This  profile  has  the  appearance  of  a  greatnefs,  of  which  however  it 
is  deftitute;  though,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  quite  ordinary. 

It  feems  to  liften  with  an  attention  in  which  there  is  a  mixture  of 
aftonifhment. 

The  attitude  of  the  head  charaflerizes  tolerably  well  the  aftion  of 
liftening:  the  eye  exprefles  it  ftill  more;  and  that  mouth  half  open,  mold 
of  all. 

But  I  difcover  in  it  neither  fagacity  nor  real  interefi. 

Though  it  be  eafily  difcernible,  that  the  Defigner  meant  to  fhun  all 
littlenefs,  and  aimed  at  a  greatnefs  the  image  of  which  prefented  itfelf 
confufedly  to  his  mind,  it  is  not  more  difficult  to  difcover,  that  he 
wanted  foul,  and  was  incapable  of  expreffing  the  energy  of  feeling. 

This  face  has  neither  the  expreffion  of  calmnefs,  nor  that  of  ftrong 
paffion.  I  fee  in  it  emptinefs  rather  than  tranquillity — and  aftonifh¬ 
ment  unaccompanied  with  intereft. 

The  forehead,  confidered  apart,  is  not  deftitute  of  dignity:  the  nofe 
too,  taken  by  itfelf,  pofTeffes  much  greatnefs :  and  yet,  comparing  them 
together,  the  experienced  Phyfionomift  will  perceive  a  want  of  har¬ 
mony,  and  a  degree  of  weaknefs,  efpecially  in  the  tranfition  from  the 
forehead  to  the  nofe. 

I  am  no  lefs  ffiocked  at  the  difproportion  between  the  length  of  the 
nofe,  from  the  eyebrow,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the  fpace  between  the 
nofe  and  the  mouth;  a  difproportion  which  produces  the  impreffion  of 
weaknefs. 

The  under  chin  is  too  clumfy — it  is  the  caricature  of  a  beautiful 
chin — it  wants  both  dignity  and  delicacy. 

This  figure  at  the  fame  time  furniffies  a  proof,  that  mind  is  not  always 
to  be  found  in  every  thing  that  paffes  for  beautiful,  that  has  an  air  of 
the  antique,  and  approaches  to  the  Greek  form.  In  order  to  our  being 
pleafed  with  a  face,  and  feeling  attachment  to  it,  there  mud  be  united 
in  it  proportion,  and  an  obvious  expreffion  of  internal  feeling.  If  it  is 
incapable  of  being  moved,  it  will  produce  no  emotion. 


ATTENTION  , without  (real)  Interest  . 


The  English Artist  thought  it  /uuessary  to  improve  upon,  the  Original  of this  Print  in  point  of  drawing  and 
effect,  but  has  preserved  the  Character  in  order  to  support  the  Authors  remarks.  _  The  under  chin,  he  thought 
himself  at  liberty  to  correct,  as  it has  little  to  do  with  dug  aural  repression  . 


' 
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XXII.  SIX  HEADS. 

There  is  no  one  of  all  thefe  heads  in  which  there  is  not  apparent  a 
certain  degree  of  weaknefs,  either  fomething  too  much  upon  the 
flretch,  or  a  defe£l  in  point  of  harmony. 

1.  4.  and  5.  are  naturally  weak  and  ffupid. 

2.  Was  endowed  with  happy  intelle&ual  faculties.  3.  announces 
only  a  very  ordinary  head. 

The  forehead  of  No.  6.  is  one  of  thofe  which  indicate  an  eafinefs  of 
tranfition  from  genius  to  madnefs.  The  under  part  of  the  nofe,  the 
eye,  the  mouth,  and  the  chin  are  very  ordinary.  You  perceive,  at  the 
firfl  glance,  fprings  too  violently  diflended. 

Profile  5.  is  ftrikingly  trivial :  the  eye  is  vifibly  abfent  and  inatten¬ 
tive  :  the  mouth,  and  efpecially  the  under  lip,  accompanied  with  a 
chin  fo  blunted,  perfe£lly  fuit  a  forehead  fo  vulgar. 

But  the  fecond  of  thefe  heads  deferves  particular  attention.  I  think 
I  fee  in  it  the  traces  of  an  unfortunate  love  in  a  perfon  fenfible  of  her 
own  value,  and  who  ftill  cherifhes  a  tender  recolle&ion  of  the  beloved 
objefL  This  face  was  much  better  defigned  by  Nature  than  its  com¬ 
panion  No.  I.  the  imbecility  of  which  is  particularly  vifible  in  the 
traits  adjoining  to  the  mouth. 

4.  Was  fcarcely  fufceptible  of  cultivation  :  when  a  forehead  and 
nofe  fuch  as  thefe  are  found  together,  they  always  indicate  the  nothing- 
nefs  and  obffinacy  of  weaknefs. 

3.  In  the  whole  of  this  face  there  is  no  one  feature  ftrongly  marked, 

and  yet  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  figns  which  indicate  its  weak¬ 
nefs.  . 
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XXIII.  HENRY  IV.  AFTER  CHODOWIECKI. 

Of  all  thefe  heads,  there  is  not  one  that  exadlly  reprefents  Henry 
IV.  but  in  the  whole  together  you  find  him  to  a  certain  point.  It 
was  a  difficult  undertaking  to  reprefent  a  great  man  in  fixteen  differ¬ 
ent  fituations,  almoft  all  imaginary.  Who  could  flatter  himfelf  with 
fucceeding  but  once  in  tracing  a  refemblance  worthy  of  the  original  ? 
The  portraits  of  great  men  are  ever  unfaithful,  whether  drawn  with 
the  crayon  or  pencil,  in  a  panegyric  or  a  poem  :  the  too  much  and 
too  little  always  produce  caricatures,  and  ftill  more  a  palpable  difpro- 
portion  between  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  great  and  the  little,  of 
which  their  image  is  compofed.  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  that  which 
properly  conflitutes  their  true  greatnefs :  the  primitive  fund,  the  main 
fpring,  the  inftindtive  principle  which  determines  and  embraces  the 
whole ;  the  particular  demand  of  their  character,  the  primum  mobile , 
the  diredtive  notion,  the  medium  through  which  they  view  objedts ; 
all  this  is  too  much  individual,  too  unique  in  its  kind,  belongs  too 
much  to  the  province  of  fpirit,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  graver  or  pen¬ 
cil,  by  phrafes  or  poetical  images.  All  that  can  be  faid  or  drawn  of 
a  man  really  great,  will  never  be  any  thing  more  than  the  folid  mafk 
of  his  face  or  of  his  charadter ;  efpecially  when,  reduced  to  copies, 
there  is  no  opportunity  of  feeing  and  ftudying  the  Original.  Perhaps 
we  have  before  us  but  the  fortieth  copy  of  the  face  of  a  great  man ; 
and  it  is  undoubtedly  certain,  that  the  befl  of  them  would  ftill  leave 
much  to  be  wifhed. 

We  are  not  therefore  going  to  pronounce  judgement  upon  the  man, 
but  upon  the  mafks  of  him  here  prefented:  then  we  will  fay,  e  How 
6  great  muft  the  Original  have  been,  when  thefe  feeble  copies,  which 
e  reprefent  him  in  fituations  the  leaft  advantageous,  convey  neverthe- 
‘  lefs  evident  traces  of  his  greatnefs !’ 

Is  it  poffible  to  look  at  i.  Henry  IV.  afleep,  2.  Henry  IV.  dead, 
3.  Henry  IV.  aftonifbed,  without  feeling  4 that  we  have  under  our 
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c  eye  more  than  an  ordinary  man  ?’  A  heroic  tranquillity  and  firm- 
nefs  hover  over  that  countenance.  He  is  4  the  Lord’s  anointed,’ 
againft  whom  you  put  forth  your  hand  at  your  peril. 

Even  in  examining  the  faces  4.  and  5.  that  is  to  fay,  Henry  IV. 
fuch  as  he  would  have  been  in  a  {late  of  imbecility  or  intoxica¬ 
tion — in  which  the  moveable  parts,  the  eyelids,  and  efpecially  the 
under  lip,  are  relaxed  and  funk — it  is  impoflible  to  refufe  to  the  folid 
parts,  and  the  contours,  admiration  and  refpe£l. 

The  real  Phyfionomift  will  render  homage  to  the  forehead  and  the 
nofe,  while  he  fixes  a  look  of  regret  on  the  voluntary  degradation  of 
the  mufculous  parts,  which  form  a  contrail  fo  firiking  with  the  folid. 

The  vexation  mingled  with  difdain  exprefled  in  mouth  6.  is  ill  fuit- 
ed  to  that  energetic  face,  though  it  be  in  a  better  ftyle  than  the  expref- 
fion  of  the  fame  kind  of  which  we  have  already  taken  notice. 

7.  This  countenance  reprefents  terror  and  rage,  but  exprefles  at  the 
fame  time  the  energy  of  a  hero.  The  forehead  has  not  fuch  an  air  of 
grandeur  as  thofe  of  faces  3.  5.  and  11. 

8.  Indicates  a  degree  of  fear,  of  imbecility  and  relaxation. 

g.  The  exterior  outline  from  the  hair  down  to  the  beard  is  blunt  to 
infipidity,  which  confiderably  diminifhes  the  expreflion  of  energy  and 
greatnefs  natural  to  that  face.  In  other  refpe6ls,  an  attention  refle£ling 
and  fomewhat  reftiefs  is  the  chara£ler  of  it. 

10.  Here  it  is  the  under  lip  which  weakens  the  expreflion  of  great¬ 
nefs;  but  this  is  the  face  of  a  man  courageous,  prompt,  a6live. 

11.  Is  fuperior  to  the  preceding,  among  other  reafons,  on  account 
of  the  thicknefs  of  the  upper  eyelids.  Only  the  curve  of  the  nofe  near 
the  left  eye,  being  a  little  exaggerated,  gives  it  a  certain  air  of  vulga¬ 
rity.  The  mouth  and  chin,  the  defign  of  which  alfo  is  incorre£l,  are 
ill  aflorted  to  the  chara£ler  of  greatnefs  which  refides  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  face.  The  whole  together  feems  to  exprefs  an  attentive  and  firm 
look,  expe&ing  the  iflue  of  a  great  enterprize. 
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12.  Announces  fear  and  fudden  fright.  Here  the  mouth  ftill  is 
weak,  and  expreffive  of  nothing. 

13.  Refle£tion,  refolution,  heroifm  accompanied  with  prudence — - 
thefe  are  the  diftin£live  chara6lers  of  this  head. 

14.  The  fear  and  terror  legible  on  that  face  fuit  no  one  but  a  cow¬ 
ard,  deftitute  of  all  energy.  That  cannot  be  the  mouth  from  which 
proceeded  fo  many  memorable  fayings. 

15.  There  is  not  much  wanting  here  to  the  face  of  a  great  man. 
A  look  vague  and  indeterminate  exprelfes  furprife  mingled  with  fear 
and  dilfatisfa&ion. 

16.  Naturally  great,  this  face  is  totally  degraded,  and  prefents  a 
mere  changeling — an  image  which,  realized,  would  draw  tears  from 
the  Phyfionomift  who  is  the  friend  of  humanity. 
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XXIV.  VOLTAIRE  AFTER  HUBERT. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  thefe  thirty-three  faces  are  fo  many  cari¬ 
catures. — -I  am  not  going  therefore  to  pronounce  judgement  on  Vol¬ 
taire  himfelf,  but  only  on  the  caricatures  of  that  celebrated  Author. 
It  is  impoflible  to  doubt,  however,  of  the  truth  of  feveral  traits 
which  conflantly  recur  in  all  thefe  faces :  hence  it  may  be  concluded 
with  certainty,  and  without  ever  having  feen  Voltaire,  that  he  had 
fuch  a  piercing  eye,  the  upper  eyelid  as  little  vifible,  a  nofe  and  chin 
as  prominent  as  they  are  here  reprefented.  But  without  intending  a 
cenfure  of  the  ingenious  Artifl  who  drew  thefe  heads,  I  fhall  obferve, 
that  if  Voltaire  be  Author  of  the  works  afcribed  to  him,  his  forehead 
muft  have  been  differently  arched,  and  the  profile  of  that  forehead 
muff  have  had  a  different  outline.  And  this  precifely  is  the  fault  of 
moft  who  deal  in  the  art  of  defign  :  they  ufually  confine  themfelves 
to  the  moveable  parts,  to  the  looks,  or  at  farthefl  to  the  contours  of 
the  eyes  and  mouth.  I  have  feen  the  buff  of  this  extraordinary  man 
(who,  if  he  merit  not  a  name  too  lavifhly  bellowed,  that  of  great , 
is  at  lead  in  the  rank  of  the  mofl  diflinguifhed  geniufes),  and  I  found 
the  forehead  of  that  buft  much  more  expreffive,  more  energetic,  and 
more  bony,  than  the  greatefl  part  of  thofe  under  review.  The  Art- 
ift  appears  to  have  fixed  his  attention  more  on  the  height  of  the  fore¬ 
head,  and  the  form  in  general,  than  on  marking  all  the  curves,  all 
the  prominences  and  angles. 

Among  the  foreheads  of  the  adjoining  plate,  there  are  certainly 
feveral  which  cannot  belong  to  a  great  head,  and  are  never  to  be 
found  with  eyes,  a  nofe  and  a  chin  of  the  mofl  energetic  chara£ler. 
Obferve,  for  example,  No.  5.  20.  and  particularly  25.  The  fore¬ 
heads  mofl  in  harmony  with  the  whole  of  the  face  would  be,  in  my 
opinion,  16.  and  19.  though  this  lafl  be  too  flat  and  too  fmooth. 

The  chara£ler  of  the  eyes  is  in  all  thefe  copies  nearly  the  fame ; 
a  look  piercing  and  full  of  fire,  but  nothing  gracious  in  it,  nothing 

fublime. 


g2  fragment  eighth. 

fublime.  The  eyes  of  faces  4.  5-  an(^  6.  are  perhaps  the  leaft  expref- 
hve:  thofe  of  1.  a.  13.  announce  moft  fenfe,  force  and  genius;  they 
likewife  exprefs  an  ardent  defire  of  arriving  at  fome  difcovery:  thofe 
of  10.  and  16.  characterize  the  man  of  thought. 

Prepofleffing  goodnefs,  cordiality,  good-nature  thefe  are  qualities 
not  to  be  found  here  :  nothing  invites  to  confidence,  nothing  encou¬ 
rages  to  felf- oblivion. 

We  behold  a  perfonage  greater,  more  energetic  than  we  are ,  we 
feel  our  own  weaknefs  in  his  prefence,  but  without  being  ennobled 
by  it :  whereas  every  being  who  is  at  once  great  and  good,  not  only 
awakens  in  us  a  fenfe  of  our  own  weaknefs,  but  by  a  fecret  charm 
raifes  us  above  ourfelves,  and  communicates  to  us  fomething  of  his 
greatnefs.  Not  fatisfied  with  admiring,  we  love ;  and  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  overwhelmed  under  the  weight  of  his  fuperiority,  our  heart,  ele¬ 
vated,  dilates  and  expands  to  the  reception  of  delight.  Thefe  faces 
are  far  from  producing  a  fimilar  effea :  as  you  contemplate  them, 
you  feel  an  expectation,  or  rather  an  apprehenfion,  of  fome  fatirical 
ftroke,  fome  galling  piece  of  raillery ;  they  humble  felf-love,  and 
dafh  down  the  weak  to  the  ground.  Malignity  is  feated  in  all  thefe 
lips:  the  curve  ^  which  recurs  fo  frequently  in  the  feparating  line 
of  the  mouth,  is  the  feat  of  pleafantry,  and  one  of  the  cyphers  in  the 
great  alphabet  of  Phyfionomies. 

As  to  the  nofes,  the  18.  and  24.  polfefs  molt  truth  and  fpirit;  19, 
and  26.  have  lefs  of  thefe  than  all  the  others;  perhaps  the  4.  the  5.  and 
the  13.  prefent  the  charader  on  its  worfl:  fide. 

Though  we  find  not  in  any  of  thefe  faces  the  expreffion  of  good 
nefs  of  heart,  of  a  noble  fimplicity,  of  an  eafy  and  indulgent  hu¬ 
mour,  it  is  impofiible  however  to  deny,  that  there  aie  in  the  writings 
of  this  extraordinary  man,  pafTages  which,  breathing  leal  philan¬ 
thropy,  excite  in  us  the  moft  delightful  emotions.  Now  what  there 
is  of  truth  in  the  writings  or  aClions  of  a  man3  ought  to  be  found  alfo 
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in  his  mind ;  and  what  pafles  in  the  mind  fhould  be  traceable,  in  like 
manner,  in  the  face  which  is  the  mirror  of  it.  But  thefe  traits,  thefe 
amiable  movements  are  frequently  fo  delicate,  and,  in  faces  which 
have  in  other  refpe£ts  a  ftrong  expreffion,  they  are  fo  little  percepti¬ 
ble  in  the  neighbourhood  of  features  ftrongly  marked,  that  neither 
the  crayon  nor  the  graver  is  able  to  catch  them ;  efpecially  in  the 
hand  of  an  Artift  who  deals  in  caricatures. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  fhall  finifh  this  Fragment  by  a  paffage  from  the  Author  already 
quoted  at  the  beginning  of  the  Firft  Volume  *. 

‘  Voltaire — this  Author,  who  has  lived  almoft  a  century;  who  has 
‘  ruled  the  age  he  lived  in  as  a  monarch;  who  is  read,  admired,  and 
c  produced  as  an  authority  from  Lifbon  to  Kamtfchatka,  from  Nova 
‘  Zembla  to  the  Indies;  light,  eafy,  and  adorned  by  the  graces;  giving 
‘  to  his  ideas  the  moft  extenfive  range,  prefenting  them  under  a  thou- 
6  fand  different  forms,  and  fkimming  along  a  vaft  region  covered  with 
c  flowers;  favoured  by  his  language;  and,  more  than  all,  born  in  a  coun- 
‘  try  and  an  age  in  which  he  could  turn  to  account  the  commerce  of 
‘  the  world,  his  predeceffors  and  his  rivals,  the  prevailing  circum- 
e  fiances,  prejudices  and  foibles  of  the  times ;  nay,  poffefling  fuflicient 
c  addrefs  to  make  all  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  contribute  to  his  glory — 
‘  Voltaire,  I  fay,  what  influence  over  his  contemporaries  has  he  exer- 
‘  cifed  !  what  light  has  he  fhed  around  him  !  As  a  Writer,  he  is  un- 

*  doubtedly  the  firft  perfon  of  his  age.  But  if  he  has  preached  tolera- 
4  tion,  and  the  pretended  philofophy  of  humanity;  if  he  has  invited 
‘  men  to  think  for  themfelves;  if  he  has  painted  under  every  amiable 
‘  form  the  appearances  at  leaf!  of  virtue — on  the  other  hand,  what  in- 

*  difference,  what  coldnefs,  what  uncertainty  and  fcepticifm  has  he  not 
‘  introduced  !  Are  we  great  gainers  by  that  fuperficial  erudition  which 

*  acknowledges  neither  plan  nor  rule ;  by  that  philofophy  which  has 
‘  not  its  foundation  in  morality  and  true  humanity?  It  is  well  known 
‘  what  mighty  cabals  were  formed  for  and  againft  him;  it  is  well  known 
c  how  widely  his  ideas  differed  from  thofe  of  Rouffeau.  It  is  happy 
‘  for  the  world,  perhaps,  that,  oppofed  to  each  other,  they  both  fet 

*  up  for  Reformers - All  that  is  thought  and  felt  by  a  great  genius, 

‘  deffined  of  fortune  to  produce  revolutions,  cannot,  without  doubt, 

4  be  meafured  by  the  common  rule  which  governs  every  vulgar  fpirit. 
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*  Herder. 


‘  There 


PHYSIOGNOMIC  AND  PATHOGNOMIC  EXERCISES.  95 

r  V  if  /\ 

‘  There  are  exceptions  of  a  fuperior  fpecies ;  and  almoft  every  thing 
‘  remarkable  in  the  world  is  produced  by  thefe  exceptions.  Straight 
*  lines  proceed  always  in  the  fame  dire£fcion:  they  would  leave  every 
thing  in  the  fame  place,  if  amidfl  the  ftars,  which  preferve  a  regular 
‘  courfe,  the  Deity  were  not  pleafed  to  launch  comets  alfo,  which  in 
6  their  eccentric  courfe  are  liable  to  fall,  but  rife  again  fo  high,  that 
‘  the  human  eye  is  incapable  of  following  them.’ 


FRAGMENT  NINTH. 


OF  ANIMALS. 

A. 

THE  Author  of  thefe  Eflays,  never  having  made  the  Natural  Hif- 
tory  of  Animals  a  particular  ftudy,  muft  leave  to  the  Buffons  and  the 
Campers  of  this  age,  or  the  next,  the  talk  of  thoroughly  inveftigating 

this  interefting  branch  of  Phyliognomy. 

He  will  confine  himfelf,  therefore,  to  general  reflexions,  and  fome 
particular  remarks  which  may  aflift  the  Obferver  of  Nature  in  making 
new  difcoveries,  and  by  which  he  propofes  in  the  mean  while, 

1.  To  confirm  the  univerfality  of  Phyfiognomical  expreflion. 

2.  To  exhibit  a  glimpfe  of  fome  of  the  laws,  after  which  Eternal 

Wifdom  has  formed  animated  beings. 

3.  To  render  ftill  more  evident,  and  more  fenfible,  the  prerogatives 

and  dignity  of  Human  Nature. 

What  an  important  point  lhall  I  have  gained,  if  I  am  fo  happy  as  to 
fucceed  in  the  purfuit  of  this  threefold  objeX,  in  the  Fragment  that  now 
follows ! 
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B.  GENERAL  REFLECTIONS. 

1.  Nature  always  refembles  herfelf:  fhe  a£ts  not  arbitrarily,  and 
without  regard  to  fixed  laws.  The  fame  wifdom,  and  the  fame  power, 
creates  every  thing,  forms  every  thing,  and  produces  every  variety, 
after  one  and  the  fame  law,  one  and  the  fame  will.  Either  every  thing 
is  fubjeCt  to  order  and  law,  or  nothing  is  fo. 

2.  Is  it  poflible  for  any  one  not  to  perceive  the  differences  which 
characterize  what  we  call  the  three  Kingdoms  of  Nature,  as  well  with 
regard  to  internal  powers,  as  in  relation  to  external  forms?  The  ftone, 
and  the  metal,  have  much  lefs  internal  vital  force,  and  much  lefs  ap¬ 
pearance  of  vital  force  put  in  motion,  than  a  plant  or  a  tree — thefe 
again  much  lefs  than  a  living  animal — and  every  ftone,  every  metal, 
every  plant,  every  tree,  every  fpecies  of  animals,  nay  every  individual, 
has,  moreover,  its  particular  meafure  of  life  and  of  moving  force,  as 
well  as  an  exterior  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  which  diftinguilhes  it  from 
every  other. 

3.  There  is  provided  then  for  the  Mineralogift,  a  Phyfiognomy  of 
Minerals;  for  the  Botanift,  a  Phyfiognomy  of  Plants;  for  the  Natu- 
ralift  and  the  Huntfman,  a  Phyfiognomy  of  Animals. 

4.  What  a  proportional  difference  of  force  and  form  between  the 
fea-weed  and  the  oak,  the  rufh  and  the  cedar,  the  violet  and  the  fun- 
flower,  the  germander  and  the  full-blown  rofe!  From  the  infeCt  invifi- 
ble  to  the  naked  eye,  up  to  the  elephant,  is  not  the  gradation  of  internal 
and  external  character  perpetually  in  exaCt  relation  ? 

5.  Run  over  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Nature  with  a  rapid  eye — or 
confine  yourfelf  to  a  comparifon  of  a  few  of  her  productions,  no  matter 
which — and  you  will  find  in  all  a  confirmation  of  this  truth.  That  there 
is  a  conftant  harmony  between  internal  powers  and  external  figns. 

6.  But  if  any  one  be  deftitute  of  this  univerfal  fenfe  for  the  univer- 
fal  truth  and  language  of  Nature — let  him  inftantly  fhut  my  Book.  He 
is  utterly  incapable  of  being  convinced  or  inftruCted. 
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C.  DETACHED  THOUGHTS  FROM  ARISTOTLE’S  TREATISE  ON  ANIMALS. 

The  Treatife  of  the  great  Ariftotle  on  Phyfionomies  is,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  a  very  fuperficial  and  carelefs  performance,  replete  with  contra- 
didlions;  and  this  is  particularly  applicable  to  his  general  obfervations. 
You  find  here  and  there,  however,  ideas  worthy  of  being  colle&ed. — 
In  tranflating  thofe  which  I  prefent  to  the  Reader,  if  the  letter  be  fome- 
times  difpenfed  with,  the  fpirit  of  the  original,  at  leaf!;,  is  carefully  pre- 
ferved. 

4  Among  all  the  animated  beings  which  exift,  no  one  refembles,  as  to 
6  form,  any  other  being  from  which  it  totally  differs  in  refpeft  of  fenfi- 
‘  tive  and  active  force  :  fuch  a  being  would  be  a  monfter. 

4  Thus,  for  example,  the  Groom  forms  a  judgement  of  horfes,  and 
4  the  Huntfman  of  dogs,  fimply  by  the  fight. 

4  Though  there  be  no  refemblance,  properly  fo  called,  between  man 
4  and  animals,  it  is  poffible,  neverthelefs,  that  certain  traits  of  the  hu- 
4  man  face  may  fuggeft  to  us  the  idea  of  fome  animal. 

4  Soft  hair  is  a  mark  of  timidity;  coarfe  and  briftly,  of  courage.  And 
4  this  charadteriftic  fign  is  one  of  thofe  which  are  in  common  to  man 
4  and  animals.  Of  quadrupeds,  the  deer,  the  hare,  and  the  fheep,  which 
4  are  confidered  as  among  the  mod;  timid,  are  particularly  diffinguifhed 
4  from  others  by  the  foftnefs  of  their  hair;  while  the  fhaggednefs  of  that 
4  of  the  lion  and  the  wild  boar  correfponds  to  the  courage  which  con- 
‘  flitutes  their  character.  The  fame  obfervation  is  applicable  to  birds : 
4  courage  is  the  property  of  thofe  whofe  plumage  is  rough,  and  the  moll 
4  timid  kinds  are  plainly  fuch  as  have  a  fcanty  and  downy  plumage.  1 
4  quote  as  an  example,  the  quail  and  the  cock. 

4  It  would  be  eafy  to  apply  thefe  remarks  to  the  human  fpecies.  The 
4  inhabitants  of  the  North  are  commonly  bold  and  courageous,  and 
4  their  hair  is  coarfe :  thofe  of  the  Weft  are  much  more  timid,  and  their 
4  hair  is  fofter. 
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i  The  cry  of  animals  the  moft  courageous  is  fimple,  and  produced 

*  without  any  apparent  effort :  that  of  timid  animals  is  much  fhriller. 

*  Compare  in  this  refpeft  the  lion,  the  ox,  the  dog  who  barks,  the  cock 
4  who  crows  his  triumph — with  the  flag  and  the  hare. 

4  Of  all  animals,  the  lion  appears  to  have  the  moft  mafculine  cha- 

*  rafter:  his  throat  is  large  ;  his  face  fquare,  without  being  too  bony; 
4  his  upper  jaw  projects  not  beyond  the  under,  but  is  exaftly  fitted  to 
4  it;  his  nofe  is  rather  clumfy  than  delicate;  his  eyes  are  neither  too 
4  funk  nor  too  prominent;  his  forehead  is  fquare,  fomewhat  flat  in  the 

*  middle,  &c. 

4  Thofe  who  have  a  thicK  and  fhort  neck  are  naturally  choleric— 

*  an<^  are  analogous  to  the  enraged  bull;  fuch  as  have  a  neck  fmall, 
4  delicate  and  long,  are  timid  like  the  ftag. 

‘  Thofe  whofe  lips  are  thick  and  firm,  and  whofe  upper  lip  covers 
4  the  under,  are  changelings — and  have  analogy  to  the  monkey  and 

4  the  afs. - Nothing  can  be  more  pitiful  and  vague  than  this  deci- 

fion.  It  would  ftill  be  vague,  but  have  a  greater  foundation  in  truth, 
were  it  thus  expreffed:  i  An  under  lip  foft  and  thin,  and  projefting  be- 
4  yond  the  upper,  denotes  imbecility/ 

4  Thofe  who  have  the  point  of  the  nofe  hard  and  firm,  are  not  capa- 
4  ble  of  much  application,  and  like  only  flight  labour — in  which  they 
4  refemble  the  heifer  and  the  ox.’ — This  is  perfeftly  infufferable:  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  in  thofe,  and  their  number  is  but  fmall,  which  have 
the  point  of  the  nofe  firm,  that  you  find  indefatigable  aftivity  and  per- 
feverance. 

Here  I  put  an  end  to  thefe  extrafts.  The  Phyfiognomical  remarks 
themfelves,  as  well  as  the  pretended  analogies,  are  for  the  moft  part 
falfe,  and  carelefsly  committed  to  writing  without  being  diftated  by  the 
fpirit  of  obfervation. 
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D.  OBSERVATIONS  BY  A  FRIEND  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

Every  animal  poffeffes  an  effential  quality  which  diftinguifhes  it  from 
another.  In  the  fame  way  one  fpecies  differs  from  another,  not  by  the 
ftrufture  only;  the  variety  confifts  alfo  in  the  difference  of  the  leading 
chara£ler  in  each.  This  is  manifefted  by  a  particular  form,  by  the  vifi- 
ble  ftru£ture  of  the  body.  Every  fpecies  has  a  chara&er,  as  well  as  a 
form  peculiar  to  itfelf. 

May  it  not  be  inferred  now  from  analogy,  that  every  one  of  the 
principal  qualities  of  the  foul  muft  have  its  expreffion  in  a  particular 
form  of  body — -juft  as  every  leading  quality  of  animals  is  manifefted  in 
the  combined  form  which  is  peculiar  to  them  ? 

This  leading  charafter,  common  to  a  whole  fpecies  of  animals,  pre- 
ferves  itfelf  fuch  as  Nature  produced  it:  it  is  not  changed  by  acceffory 
qualities,  and  art  is  incapable  of  concealing  it:  in  one  word,  the  pri¬ 
mitive  fund  of  the  chara&er  is  as  little  liable  to  change  as  the  form. 

May  it  not  then  be  faid  with  confidence,  4  Does  not  fuch  a  form  ex- 
‘  prefs  only  fuch  a  principal  chara&er?’ — It  will  remain  afterwards  to  be 
examined,  if  this  rule  be  applicable  to  man;  if  the  form  which  indicates 
the  effential  quality  of  an  animal,  indicate  alfo  the  effential  quality  of 
the  man  ;  it  being  underftood  that  the  expreffion  would  then  be  more 
delicate,  perhaps  more  concealed,  more  complex. 

To  determine  this  queftion  fatisfa&orily,  and  then  to  point  out  the 
proper  mode  of  application,  would  be  gaining  an  important  point. 

But  it  is  evident  that  the  human  mind  is  not  limited  to  a  Tingle  pe¬ 
culiar  quality:  it  is  a  world  of  combined  faculties,  which  crofs  and 
eclipfe  each  other. 

If  every  quality  then  be  defigned  by  a  particular  form,  many  differ¬ 
ent  faculties  united  muft  fuppofe  quite  as  many  different  forms :  and 
thefe  forms,  blended  in  the  compofition  of  an  harmonious  whole,  are 
of  confequence  not  fo  eaftly  to  be  deciphered. 
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E.  SCULLS  OF  ANIMALS. 

The  generic  difference  between  man  and  animals  is  obvioufly  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  bony  fyftem. 

The  head  of  man  refts  on  the  back  bone — and  the  ftru6ture  of  his 
body  is  fuch,  that  it  ferves  as  a  pillar  to  fupport  the  arch  which  covers 
it.  Into  what  a  ftately  dome  rifes  the  fcull,  that  refervoir  of  the  brain, 
which  occupies  the  greateft  part  of  the  head !  And  in  the  human  face, 
the  feat  of  fo  many  kinds  of  feeling,  how  diftinguilhed  is  the  eye,  the 
molt  expreffive  of  all  the  organs,  whether  its  placid  look  accompanies 
the  graceful  motion  of  the  cheeks,  or  its  threatening  glance  denotes  the 
impetuoftty  of  anger ;  or,  finally,  when  it  expreffes  any  of  the  interme¬ 
diate  {hades  between  thefe  two  extremes! 

Contraft,  now,  this  ftru&ure  of  the  human  body  with  that  of  animals. 
In  thefe,  the  head  is  as  it  were  only  affixed  to  the  back  bone:  the 
brain,  the  prolongation  of  the  marrow  which  it  contains,  has  no  greater 
extent  than  is  neceffary  for  the  a6tion  of  the  vital  fpirits,  for  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  being  merely  fenfual,  and  which  exifts  only  for  the  prefent. 
For  though  it  cannot  be  denied  that  animals  have  memory,  and  that 
they  are  even  capable  of  making  a  deliberate  choice,  it  appears  never- 
thelefs,  that  the  former  is  more  dependent  on  the  fenfes  than  the  other 
intelle&ual  faculties;  and  as  to  the  latter,  it  is  determined  by  the  call 
of  the  moment,  from  the  impreffion,  fainter  or  more  powerful,  occa- 
fioned  by  fenfible  obje£ls. 

The  difference  of  fculls,  which  is  the  indication  of  the  determinate 
chara&er  of  animals,  furniffies  the  moll  evident  Proof,  e  That  the  bony 
‘  fyftem  is  at  once  the  bafts  of  the  conformation,  and  the  meafure  of 
‘  the  faculties/  It  is  after  the  bones,  or  rather  it  is  with  them,  that  the 
moveable  parts  form  themfelves,  and  their  play  is  fubordinate  to  the 
folid  parts. 
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F.  SCULLS  OF  ANIMALS. 

I. 

The  chara&er  of  tame  animals,  fuch  as  beafts  of  burden  and  thofe 
of  pafture,  is  marked  by  long  and  irregular  lines,  at  firft  ftraight  and 
parallel,  then  bending  inward.  Such  are  i.  the  horfe,  3.  the  afs, 
5.  the  flag,  6.  the  hog,  J,  the  camel. 

The  ftru£ture  of  thefe  heads  feems  to  indicate  no  other  end  of  ex- 
iftence,  but  repofe  and  peaceful  enjoyment.  In  1.  and  3.  the  curved 
line  extending  from  the  bone  of  the  eye  to  the  noftril,  is  the  indica¬ 
tion  of  patience. 

In  6.  a  line  at  firft  ftraight,  which  imperceptibly  bends  inwards,  and 
fuddenly  refumes  its  firft  dire&ion,  denotes  obftinacy. 

Obferve,  that  in  all  thefe  heads  the  under  jaw  is  very  thick  and 
broad ;  it  is  evidently  the  feat  of  that  inftin£l  which  difpofes  to  chew 
and  ruminate. 

4.  The  fcull  of  the  ox  indicates  patience,  refiftance,  flownefs  of  mo¬ 
tion,  coarfenefs  of  appetite. 

15.  That  of  the  bull  prefents  the  idea  of  obftinate  refiftance,  of  an 
iriftin6t  which  difpofes  to  repel. 

II. 

The  form  of  animals  which  are  voracious  without  being  fierce,  the 
rat  fpecies,  which  I  fhould  be  tempted  to  denominate  the  thievifh  fpe- 
cies,  is  likewife  very  expreflive.  I  {hall  produce  only  two  examples 
of  it;  16.  the  beaver,  and  19.  the  great  field  moufe. 

Thefe  lines  lightly  bent  and  arched,  thefe  unequal  furfaces,  thefe 
points,  and  that  delicacy,  chara&erize  an  animal  which  eafily  difcovers 
fenfible  obje&s,  and  is  prompt  to  feize  them :  they  are  expreftive  of 
defire  and  fear,  and  the  quality  which  muft  naturally  refult  from  this 
mixture,  cunning.  The  under  jaw  ufually  of  no  great  ftrength,  the  fore 
teeth  bent  into  a  point,  are  fufficient  to  bruife  inanimate  fubftances  of 
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which  the  animal  may  have  laid  hold — but  poflefs  not  ftrength  enough 
to  feize  or  deftroy  a  living  creature  capable  of  refiftance. 

III. 

12,.  The  fox,  though  ranked  with  beads  of  prey,  has  fome  affinity  to 
the  fpecies  of  which  we  have  juft  been  fpeaking;  he  is  weak,  compared 
to  other  animals  of  his  own  clafs.  The  declination  of  the  line  from  the 
fcull  to  the  nofe;  the  under  jaw  almoft  parallel  to  that  line,  would  give 
to  a  form  thus  combined  a  certain  degree  of  weaknefs,  or  at  leaft  would 
render  it  not  greatly  expreflive,  did  not  the  pointed  teeth  indicate  a 
fmall  degree  of  ferocioufnefs  in  the  feparation  of  the  two  jaws. 

13.  The  form  of  the  dog  marks  at  once  a  greater  degree  of  firmnefs, 
though  it  be  in  other  refpe£ls  ordinary  enough,  and  feebly  fignificant— 
(The  expreflion  is  faulty:  every  thing  in  Nature  is  fignificant ;  mean  and 
middling  forms  as  well  as  the  moft  diftinguifhed ;  but  the  expreflion  of 
the  firft  is  not  fo  ftriking: — what  therefore  I  call  feebly  fignificant,  I 
mean,  is  only  lefs  ftriking  than  fome  other  forms.) — The  fall  of  the 
fcull  from  the  bone  of  the  eye  indicates,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion, 
fubje6tion  to  the  dominion  of  the  fenfes.  The  throat  is  rather  adapted 
to  moderate,  than  to  gluttonous  or  ferocious  appetite — though  the  dog 
in  truth  has  fome  difpofition  to  ferocioufnefs  and  gluttony.  I  think 
there  is  perceptible  here,  efpecially  in  the  bone  of  the  eye,  and  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  nofe,  a  certain  expreflion  of  honefty  and  fidelity. 

14.  The  difference  between  the  dog  and  the  wolf  is  very  flight,  yet 
very  perceptible.  In  this  laft,  the  concavity  of  the  crown  of  the  head, 
the  convexity  above  the  bone  of  the  eye,  the  ftraight  lines  which  thence 
defcend  down  to  the  nofe,  are  plain  indications  of  a  greater  degree  of 
violence.  The  under  jaw  in  particular  is  imprefled  with  the  character 
of  cruelty. 

10.  This  imprefs  is  likewife  found  in  the  jaw  of  the  bear;  but  here 
the  jaw  is  broader,  and  announces  more  firmnefs  and  refiftance. 
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8.  In  the  tiger,  the  pointed  form  of  the  hind-head  and  the  breadth 
of  the  fore-head  are  indications  of  a  fingular  promptitude.  Mark  how 
different  its  ftru&ure  from  that  of  beafts  of  burden  and  pafture!  ob- 
ferve  that  lever  which  covers  the  extremity  of  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
fortifies  it;  that  flattened  arch,  the  feat  of  quick  perception  and  glut¬ 
tonous  ferocity;  that  broad  fnout  fo  full  of  energy;  that  throat,  a 
vaulted  abyfs,  prompt  to  feize,  to  tear,  to  fw allow  up. 

9.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  lion  is  not  more  accurately  defign- 
ed — *(but  in  Buffon  himfelf,  from  whom  thefe  copies  have  been  taken, 
the  fcull  of  the  lion  is  the  leaft  corre6t  of  all.)— Yet  how  remarkable, 
even  as  it  is  here,  the  lengthened  and  obtufe  form  of  the  hind-head! 
Its  arch  is  not  deftitute  of  dignity ;  the  fall  of  the  bone  of  the  fnout  is 
rapid  and  energetical;  the  forehead  is  compact,  and  announces  ener¬ 
gy,  calmnefs,  and  ftrength.— Had  we  the  originals  before  us,  it  would 
be  an  interefting  employment  to  compare  this  part  in  detail  with  the 
head  of  the  tiger.  The  difference,  apparently  flight,  is  neverthelefs 
effential. 

17.  The  chara6ler  of  the  cat  may  be  defined  in  two  words — atten¬ 
tion  and  daintinefs. 

Of  all  thefe  fculls,  No.  2.  the  elephant,  is  the  moft  remarkable.  In 
the  crown  and  hind-head,  as  well  as  in  the  fore-head,  what  a  natural 
and  juft  expreflion  of  prudence,  energy  and  delicacy! 

1 1.  The  otter,  a  deformed  head,  vifibly  intended  for  gluttony. 

16.  Among  thefe  fculls,  there  is  not  one  whofe  contour  is  fo  hori¬ 
zontal,  and  prefents  fo  few  angles,  as  that  of  the  beaver.  Thefe  long 
teeth,  which  meet  in  form  of  an  arch,  indicate  goodnefs  blended  with 
weaknefs. 

20.  The  porcupine  has  a  flight  refemblance  to  the  beaver  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  contour,  but  there  is  no  kind  of  relation  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  their  teeth. 
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1 8.  The  hyena  greatly  differs  from  the  other  forms,  efpecially  in 
the  hind-head.  The  knot  in  which  it  terminates,  indicates  the  highefl 
degree  of  obftinacy  and  inflexibility.  You  would  difcover,  on  examin¬ 
ing  the  line  which  parts  the  muzzle  of  the  living  hyena,  the  chara&er 
or  mark  of  inexorable  cruelty. 

I  add,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  page,  two  mafks  expreflive  of  an  infer¬ 
nal  grin,  of  an  atrocious  malignity — monfters  who  delight  in  the 
wretchednefs  of  others. 
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1.  Animals  differ  one  from  another  by  the  form,  by  the  ftru£lure 
of  the  bones  and  the  outlines,  as  well  as  by  the  chara6fer. 

From  the  weakeft  of  winged  infe6ls  up  to  the  towering  eagle,  from 
the  worm  which  crawls  under  our  feet  up  to  the  elephant,  up  to  the 
formidable  lion,  you  every  where  difcover  a  gradation  of  Phyfiogno- 
mical  expreffion.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  afcribe  to  the  worm  the 
flrength  of  the  rattlefnake,  and  to  the  butterfly  the  force  of  the  eagle. 
It  would  favour  of  infanity  to  fuppofe,  that  the  lamb  could  poffefs  the 
vigour  of  the  lion.  Were  they  to  be  fhewn  to  us  for  the  firft  time,  were 
we  deftitute  of  all  acquaintance  with  them,  and  ignorant  of  the  names 
which  diflinguifh  them  —would  it  be  poflible  to  refill  the  impreflions 
they  mull  make  upon  us,  and  refrain  from  afcribing  to  the  one  courage 
and  flrength,  to  the  other  weaknefs  and  patience? 

2.  Among  animals  in  general,  Which  are  the  weakeft?  or,  in  other 
words,  Which  are  fartheft  removed  from  the  human  fpecies,  and  are 
lead  fufceptible  of  our  ideas  and  fenfations — or  even  fartheft  from  hav¬ 
ing  the  appearance  only  of  thefe  ideas  and  thefe  fenfations?  Thofe  af- 
furedly  which  have  the  lead  external  refemblance  to  man.  To  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  it,  run  over  in  idea  the  different  fpecies  of  the  animal  king¬ 
dom,  from  the  fmalleft  infe£l  up  to  the  ape,  up  to  the  lion,  up  to  the 
elephant:  and  in  order  to  fimplify  and  facilitate  the  comparifon,  let  it 
be  confined  to  the  form  of  the  heads — thofe,  for  example,  of  the  craw- 
fifh  and  the  elephant,  thofe  of  the  elephant  and  of  man,  See. 

3.  It  would  be,  to  mention  it  by  the  way,  a  labour  well  worthy  of 
a  genius  which  fhould  unite  the  talents  of  a  Buffon,  a  Camper,  and  a 
Euler,  to  calculate  and  determine  the  forms  of  heads  according  to  the 
principles  of  Phyfics  and  Mathematics — and,  what  will  one  day  infal 
libly  happen,  to  demonftrate,  That  every  animal,  that  every  fpecies  of 
animals  has  allotted  to  it  certain  lines  which  are  fixed  and  invariable; 
that  amidft  the  infinite  number  and  variety  of  merely  animal  lines,  there 
is  not  a  fingle  one  which  does  not  interiorly  and  effentially  differ  from 
the  lines  attributed  to  the  human  form — lines  altogether  fingular  in 
their  kind. 
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H.  RESEMBLANCE  BETWEEN  MAN  AND  ANIMALS. 

Porta  next  to  Ariftotle  is  the  perfon  who  has  infifted  moft  on  the 
refemblance  of  man  to  animals;  he  it  is  who  has  given  currency  to  this 
idea:  ‘  That  animal  Phyfionomies,  if  exaCtly  determined,  might  furnifh 
‘  certain  rules,  applicable  to  the  human  Phyfionomy;’  and  no  one  be¬ 
fore  him,  that  I  know  of,  has  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  this  afiertion  on 
theoretical  principles,  or  taken  the  trouble  to  fta*e  a  parallel  between 
the  heads  of  men  and  animals.  No  proportion,  undoubtedly,  is  more 
certain  than  this:  4  The  refemblance  of  forms  fuppofes  a  refemblance 
4  of  characters:’  only  it  is  not  neceffary  that  the  copies  fhould  have 
more  refemblance  to  one  another,  than  the  originals  of  them  have  in 
Nature.  And,  in  my  opinion,  Porta,  hurried  away  by  his  imagina¬ 
tion,  has  committed  frequent  miftakes  in  this  refpeCt,  believing  he  per¬ 
ceived  refemblances  which  no  one  after  him  could  difcover.  Is  there, 
for  example,  between  his  hound  and  Plato  any  analogy  capable  of  af¬ 
fording  information  to  a  cool  Obferver,  or  of  conducting  him  to  folid 
conclufions?  It  is  (till  more  fingular,  that  he  fhould  have  ftated  a  com* 
parifon  between  the  heads  of  birds  and  the  human  head.  He  ought  at 
leaft,  in  this  cafe,  to  have  had  them  defigned  with  more  correCtnefs 
and  truth  ;  then,  inftead  of  dwelling  on  fanciful  and  trifling  refem¬ 
blances,  to  have  pointed  out  their  prodigious  diflimilitude,  and  to 
have  deduced  from  fuch  comparifon  the  principles  of  the  difference 
of  their  characters,  or  fome  other  general  propofition.  Thus  the  great 
fault  to  be  found  with  Porta  is,  his  having  found  refemblances 
where  there  are  none,  and  having  frequently  overlooked  thofe  that 
are  obvious  and  ftriking.  He  fpeaks  very  little  of  the  ape,  of  the  horfe, 
and  the  elephant — or,  at  leaft,  did  not  underftand  how  to  accommo¬ 
date  to  his  purpofe  the  contours  of  their  profiles  and  faces;  and  yet 
thefe  are  the  animals  which  have  the  greateft  relation  to  the  human 
fpecies. 

I  fhall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf  to  a  fingle  example: 
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Grofs  brutality,  rudenefs,  force,  ftupidity,  inflexible  obftinacy,  with 
a  total  want  of  tendernefs  and  fenfibility — fuch  are  the  chara&ers  por¬ 
trayed  in  the  form  and  features  of  thefe  caricatures  of  men  forced  in¬ 
to  a  refemblance  to  the  ox.  But  among  a  thoufand  millions  of  men, 
are  there  two  who  refemble  the  brute  to  fuch  a  degree?  And  fuppo- 
fing  there  exifted  a  Angle  one,  how  fuperior  would  he  ftill  be  to  the 
ox,  even  independently  of  the  forehead,  the  nofe,  the  chin,  and  the 
hind-head ! — The  mouth  of  the  Arfl  profile  is  by  far  too  much  of  the 
human  kind,  to  be  found  in  connexion  with  that  ox’s  eye  fo  horridly 
exaggerated. 
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K.  PARTICULAR  OBSERVATIONS  ON  SOME  ANIMALS. 

There  are  few  animals  whofe  forehead  rifes  fo  high  above  the  eyes 
as  that  of  the  dog;  but  the  advantage  he  appears  to  gain  from  the  form 
of  the  forehead,  he  loles  by  that  of  the  nofe,  which  is  animal  in  a  very 
high  degree,  difcovering  all  the  Phyfiognomical  marks  of  fcent — (man 
too  expands  his  noftrils  in  the  a6t  of  fuelling) — as  alfo  by  the  diftance 
which  feparates  the  fnout  from  the  nofe,  and  by  the  diminution,  or 
rather  nothingnefs,  of  the  chin. 

I  fhall  not  undertake  to  determine,  whether  the  hanging  ears  of  the 
dog  be  a  charafter  of  fervitude:  it  is  fo  at  leaft  in  the  opinion  of  M.  de 
BufFon,  who  has  reafoned  excellently  on  the  Phyfionomies  of  animals. 

The  camel  and  the  dromedary  are  allied  to  the  horfe,  the  fheep,  and 
the  afs;  but  they  totally  want  the  dignity  of  the  frrft :  they  feem  to 
have  fome  relation  likewife  to  the  monkey,  at  leaft  from  the  nofe. 
Their  mouth,  different  from  that  of  draught-animals,  is  not  formed 
to  fuffer  the  bit  and  the  bridle;  the  place  referved  for  the  laft  of  thefe 
is  found  diftin&ly  marked  between  the  eyes  and  the  nofe.  All  this 
part  of  the  head  exhibits  no  indication  of  courage  and  audacity.  No¬ 
thing  in  their  monkey-noftrils  charaflerizes  the  fpirited  neighing  of 
the  horfe,  nor  the  threatening  noife  of  the  bellowing  ox.  The  jaws  are 
too  feeble  to  be  voracious.  The  eyes  exprefs  only  the  patience  of  a 
beaft  of  burden. 

The  bear  expreffes  ferocioufnefs,  fury,  the  power  of  rending  in 
pieces:  fond  of  the  favage  defertr  he  flees  the  commerce  of  mankind. 

The  floth,  or  fluggard :  the  moft  indolent,  the  moft  limited,  the 
moft  contemptibly  wretched  of  animals,  is  alfo  of  a  very  imperfeft 
form.  The  higheft  degree  of  impotency  and  liftleffnefs  is  marked  in 
the  outline  of  the  head,  of  the  body,  and  of  the  feet.  Thefe  laft,  defti- 
tute  of  foies,  have  not  even  toes  capable  of  moving  feparately;  they 
conlift  only  of  two  or  three  claws  of  an  exceflive  length  bent  inward, 
and  which  all  move  together.  In  a  word,  it  is  impoflible  to  figure  an 
animal  more  fluggifh,  more  ftupid,  or  more  heedlefs  of  every  thing 
that  concerns  it.  And  now  confider  its  Phyfionomy:  is  there  one 
more  expreflive,  more  analogous  to  this  character?  Could  it  poflibly 
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have  been  more  dull,  or  indicate  a  higher  degree  of  indolence  and 
ftupidity? 

Who  perceives  not  in  the  wild-boar  a  favage  animal,  totally  defti- 
tute  of  dignity,  coarfe,  heavy,  and  voracious?  and  in  the  badger,  an 
ignoble  creature,  given  to  miftruft,  mifchievous,  and  a  glutton? 

The  profile  of  the  lion  is  very  remarkable,  efpecially  in  the  contour 
of  the  forehead  and  nofe:  obferve  that  angle,  approaching  to  a  right  one, 
formed  by  the  exterior  line  bending  from  the  nofe  to  the  under  jaw. 

A  man  who  in  the  forehead  and  nofe  Ihould  refemble  the  profile  of 
the  lion,  afluredly  would  not  be  an  ordinary  perfon ;  but  I  queftion 
whether  that  chara&er  can  be  completely  found  in  a  human  face. 

The  lion’s  nofe  is  not  indeed  fo  prominent  as  that  of  man;  but  it  is 
much  more  fo  than  thofe  of  other  quadrupeds. 

The  ftrength  and  arrogancy  of  the  King  of  Animals  are  clearly  ex- 
prefled  in  the  arched  form  of  the  nofe,  in  its  breadth  and  parallelifm, 
and  finally  in  the  angle,  nearly  a  right  one,  formed  by  the  contours  of 
the  eyelids  with  the  fides  of  the  nofe. 

In  the  eyes  and  muzzle  of  the  tiger,  what  an  expreflion  of  perfidy! 
what  fanguinary  rage!  The  head  of  a  viftorious  tiger  furnilhes  the  em¬ 
blem  of  Satan  triumphing  over  a  fallen  Saint. 

Cats  are  tigers  in  miniature,  tamed  by  a  domeftic  education :  with 
lefs  ftrength,  their  chara6ter  is  not  much  better.  They  are  with  refpe6t 
to  birds  and  mice  what  the  tiger  is  to  fheep;  and  they  even  furpafs  him 
in  cruelty,  from  the  pleafure  they  take  in  prolonging  the  fufferings  of 
their  victim. 

The  hideous  figure  of  the  buffalo  indicates  that  brutal  inftinft,  which 
prompts  him  to  pufh,  and  throw  down. 
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L.  HEADS  OF  ANIMALS. 

Every  new  plate  I  produce,  every  animal  fpecies  particularly  con- 
fidered,  is  a  frefh  proof  and  confirmation,  6  That  all  Nature  is  truth 
*  and  revelation." 

Though  I  were  not  to  fay  a  fingle  word  refpe&ing  the  annexed 
print,  it  would  fpeak  for  itfelf. 

The  head  of  the  cow,  and  that  of  the  ox  i.  2.  3.  6.  indicate  animals 
ftupid,  thoughtlefs,  obftinate  in  refiftance.  The  expreffion  of  thefe  qua¬ 
lities  is  difcovered  particularly  in  the  diftance  of  the  eyes,  in  their  ob¬ 
lique  pofition  \  /,  and  confequently  in  the  fhocking  fpace  which  fe- 
parates  them;  likewife  in  the  noftrils,  and  more  diftin6Uy  ftill  in  the 
line  which  the  muzzle  forms 

The  bull  2.  and  3.  feems  already  to  diftinguilh  himfelf  by  a  courage 
more  mafculine,  an  eye  more  lively,  a  forehead  more  haughty. 

4.  The  flag  in  the  vigor  of  his  age — 5.  the  hind — both  difcover  a- 
cutenefs  of  fcent  and  hearing,  and  bear  the  imprefs  of  agility,  of  atten¬ 
tion,  of  a  gentle  and  peaceable  innocence.  The  point  of  the  corner  of 
the  eye  is  in  general  the  indication  of  a  delicate  fenfe  of  hearing,  of  an 
ear  on  the  watch. 

Gluttony,  timidity,  are  apparent  in  the  hare  7.  and  9, — In  the  bou- 
quetin  8.  a  prodigious  force  of  finew  to  fupport  his  enormous  load  of 
horns;  the  bone  of  the  eye,  though  extremely  hard,  poffeffes  however 
fomething  of  delicacy :  the  teeth  are  much  lefs  formidable  than  thofe  of 
the  wolf  1 2. 

You  fee  fomewhat  more  of  dignity,  of  timidity  and  of  delicacy  in  the 
chamois  10. — There  is  fomething  little  and  weak,  but  at  the  fame  time 
an  expreffion  of  violence,  in  the  fox  1 1.  Is  it  poffible  not  to  difcover  in 
the  wolf  12.  a  chara&er  ferocious,  paffionate,  treacherous,  and  fangui- 
nary? — In  the  weafel  13.  agility  and  cunning? — You  perceive  in  the 
lynx  14,  a  fanguinary  animal  watching  for  his  prey;  and  in  the  pliancy 
of  the  fkin  of  his  forehead  the  celerity  of  his  motions:  the  line 
which  his  mouth  forms,  is  the  expreffion  of  cruelty. 

The  beaver  15.  and  16.  has  much  lefs  energy:  his  teeth,  too  weak 
to  tear,  are  but  the  more  adapted  for  gnawing. 
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I  ought  to  advertife  my  readers,  that,  in  examining  the  heads  of  ani¬ 
mals,  particular  attention  mull  be  paid  to  the  proportion  and  to  the  arch 
of  the  forehead ;  to  the  pofition  and  contour  of  the  eyes,  to  the  diftance 
which  feparates  them — but  above  all  to  the  line  of  the  mouth. 

It  is  in  the  lynx  of  the  preceding  print  that  we  obferve  moll  dillin£l- 
ly  the  chara£lerillic  line  of  animal  fury  which  prompts  to  bite 
The  fame  chara£ler,  though  weakened,  is  obfervable  in  the  fox  when 
viewed  in  front;  while  in  the  dog  this  line  has  fomething  lefs  harlh,  and  s 
more  analogous  to  his  fidelity.  Obferve  in  profile  5.  the  enormous  fize 
of  the  mouth,  and  the  acute  angle  formed  by  the  eye  and  the  corner 
of  the  mouth  with  the  extended  point  of  the  fnout. 
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N. 

1.  2.  Lafcivioufnefs,  Aupid  and  timorous  gluttony.  How  oppofite, 
in  every  fenfe,  is  this  form  to  the  profile  of  man,  to  his  ere£t  and  ma- 
jeftic  form! 

3.  The  goat  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  caricature  of  the  fheep,  and  I  think 
I  fee  in  him  the  emblem  of  avarice.  A  chara&er  of  meannefs  feems  to 
penetrate  through  the  whole  taken  together,  and  every  part  feparately 
considered. 

4.  From  the  ear  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  fnout,  the  expreflion 
of  meannefs;  intemperate  fenfuality  in  the  bafe  of  the  fnout;  falfehood 
in  the  eye;  malignity  in  the  muzzle. 

Though  the  form  be  heavy  and  flovenly,  this  afs’s  head  is  reprefented 
far  too  advantageoufly  in  the  engraving  below,  on  account  of  the  vi¬ 
vacity  and  of  the  contour  which  is  given  to  the  eye;  but  the  mouth 
faithfully  traces  the  expreflion  of  dullnefs  and  obftinacy. 
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1.  Pacific  and  timid,  he  is  on  the  watch. 

2.  An  animal  envious,  fpiteful,  voracious  and  malignant,  and  feem- 
ingly  on  the  look-out. 

3.  An  indolent  animal,  whofe  faculties  are  very  contracted,  and 
which  has  no  approximation  to  the  firm,  bold,  calm,  aCtive  and  col¬ 
lected  character  which  diftinguifhes  head  4. 

The  profile  below  exhibits  the  eager  and  murderous  look  of  an  ani¬ 
mal  which  has  fixed  upon  its  viCtim. 
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P.  TXG-E-RS  AND  LIONS. 

Ihe  two  profiles  of  the  tiger  1.  and  of  the  lion  3.  have  a  much 
greater  analogy  with  our  fpecies  than  a  hundred  other  profiles  of  ani¬ 
mals;  and  this  relation  is  particularly  apparent  in  forehead  1.  And  yet 
what  a  difference  mull  eternally  fubfift  between  them !  The  moll  oblique 
and  reclined  of  all  human  profiles  will  always  approach  much  nearer 
to  a  perpendicular  than  the  profile  of  the  tiger  or  lion. 

Eyes  red  and  globular,  whofe  corners  are  prominent  and  lengthen¬ 
ed,  a  large  and  flat  nofe,  the  immediate  connexion  there  is  between  the 
nofe  and  the  throat,  and  particularly  the  line  of  the  latter,  all  bear  an 
animal  and  ferocious  chara&er.  Obferve  that  the  dignity  of  the  king  of 
animals  confifts  principally  in  this,  that  his  face,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreflion,  is  more  diftin£tly  marked  and  more  complete  than  that  of 
other  quadrupeds.  When  you  view  him  in  front,  you  immediately  dis¬ 
cover  an  analogy  between  the  forehead  and  chin.  The  hair  which  co¬ 
vers  the  head  falls  in  ringlets  on  both  fides. 

The  head  of  the  fheep  rounded  a-top  prefents  nothing  ftriking,  no¬ 
thing  lively  and  penetrating.  The  under  jaw  does  not  rife  like  that  of 
the  lion.  There  is  no  trace  of  ferocioufnefs  or  cruelty  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  in  the  form  of  the  teeth. 
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Q.  ELEPHANTS. 

The  violence  of  the  elephant’s  charafier  is  declared  in  the  quantity 
and  fize  of  his  bones ;  and  the  round  and  arched  form  of  thefe  indi¬ 
cates  his  cunning:  his  huge  mafs  of  flefh  denotes  his  gentlenefs;  the 
flexibility  of  the  probofcis,  his  prudence  and  addrefs;  the  breadth  and 
vaulted  form  of  the  forehead,  his  retentive  memory. 

Obferve  the  outline  of  the  forehead  a — b,  which  approaches  to  the 
outline  of  the  human  more  than  that  of  any  other  animal — and  never- 
thelefs,  its  fituation  with  relation  to  the  eye  and  the  mouth  conftitutes 
an  effential  difference  from  the  human  forehead;  for  this  laft  forms  in 
moll  inftances  a  right  angle,  more  or  lefs  regular,  with  the  axis  of  the 
eye  and  the  line  of  the  mouth. 

Obferve  that  eye  terminated  in  a  point,  and  particularly  the  eye  of 
No.  2.  how  clearly  is  the  chara&er  of  craft  difcernible  in  it!  efpecially 
if  you  compare  it  with  the  eye  of  a  fifh. 

Confider,  fuppofing  it  fhut,  the  proportion  of  the  mouth  and  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  its  profile,  and  determine  as  well  as  you  can  the  angle  which 
it  would  form  with  the  corner  of  the  eye  No.  i. 

;  That  large  ear,  open  and  fmooth,  foft  and  flexible,  may  likewife, 
with  an  appearance  of  probability,  be  extremely  fignificant;  but  I  muff 
not  pretend  to  determine  it. 
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R.  HORSES.  I. 

‘  Haft  thou  given  the  horfe  ftrength?  Haft  thou  clothed  his  neck 

*  with  thunder?  Canft  thou  make  him  afraid  as  a  grafshopper?  The 
6  glory  of  his  noftrils  is  terrible.  He  paweth  in  the  valley,  and  re- 
‘  joiceth  in  his  ftrength  :  he  goeth  on  to  meet  the  armed  men.  He 
e  mocketh  at  fear,  and  is  not  affrighted;  neither  turneth  he  back  from 
1  the  fword.  The  quiver  rattleth  againft  him,  the  glittering  fpear,  and 
‘  the  fhield.  He  fvvalloweth  the  ground  with  fiercenefs  and  rage; 
s  neither  believeth  he  that  it  is  the  found  of  the  trumpet.  He  faith 
‘  among  the  trumpets,  ha,  ha;  and  he  fmelleth  the  battle  afar  off,  the 
c  thunder  of  the  captains,  and  the  fhouting!’ 

I  am  very  far  from  being  a  connoiffeur  in  horfes,  yet  am  ftruck  with 
the  difference  of  their  phyfionomies,  and  find  almoft  as  great  a  variety 
in  them,  as  in  the  human  fpecies.  The  horfe  is,  therefore,  an  inter- 
efting  objeft  to  the  Phyfionomift,  ftnce  his  phyftonomy,  at  leaft  in 
profile,  is  one  of  the  moft  ftrongly  marked,  the  moft  expreflive,  and 
the  moft  chara£teriftic  to  be  found  among  animals. 

6  The  horfe  is  of  all  animals  the  one  which,  with  height  of  ftature, 
‘  poffeffes  the  fineft  proportion  and  the  greateft  elegance  in  the  parts  of 
‘  his  body;  for,  on  comparing  him  with  fuch  as  are  immediately  above 
<  or  below  him,  it  will  appear  that  the  afs  is  ill  made,  that  the  lion’s  head 
«  is  too  large,  that  the  legs  of  the  ox  are  too  flender  and  too  fhort  for 
c  the  fize  of  his  body,  that  the  camel  is  deformed,  and  that  the  larger 

*  animals,  the  rhinoceros  and  the  elephant,  are,  if  the  expreflion  may 
‘  be  allowed,  only  formlefs  maffes.’ 

Scarcely  will  you  find  any  other  animal  whofe  phyfionomy  is  fo 
generally  felt,  fo  clearly  marked,  fo  fpeaking,  as  that  of  a  fine  horfe. 

And  is  it  credible,  that  He  who  has  eftablifhed  a  harmony  fo  per- 
fe£t  in  the  organifation  of  a  being,  which,  compared  to  man,  is  defti- 
tute  of  intelligence,  fhould  have  permitted,  in  man,  his  own  image,  a 
manifeft  contradi&ion  between  the  exterior  and  the  interior? 
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No  one  of  thefe  forms  is  perfefl,  neither  is  any  one  of  them  entirely 
mean. 

a.  His  look  has  fomething  of  falfhood  in  it;  the  arch  of  the  bone  of 
the  nofe  has  an  indication  of  malignity,  the  under  jaw  that  of  indolence. 

b.  PolfelTes  more  of  vigor  and  paifion,  lefs  indolence  and  falfhood. 

c.  More  vigorous,  perhaps  lefs  paifionate  than  b,  he  has  likewife  lefs 
dignity  with  more  energy. 

d.  According  to  the  rules  of  Phyfiognomy  and  of  Pathognomy,  he 
is  of  a  fiery  charafler.  The  difpofition  of  this  chara6ler  is,  to  me, 
vifibly  marked  in  the  outline  of  the  head,  and  in  the  arch  of  the  bone 
of  the  nofe.  It  belongs  only  to  a  horfe  of  this  form  to  rear  and  pant 
as  this  one  has  the  appearance  of  doing. 

e.  What  a  contrail  is  this  to  the  preceding  heads!  and  yet  it  is  not 
one  of  the  weakeft. 

f.  Here  we  have  ilill  more  weaknefs;  it  is  the  head  of  a  iluggifh  and 
indolent  horfe.  Every  thing  in  it  is  more  relaxed,  more  deprefled. 
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The  three  uppermoft  heads  announce  much  more  firmnefs,  energy 
and  courage  than  the  two  below.  They  have,  in  truth,  too  much  fire 
to  be  completely  great,  but  they  have  nothing  of  the  falfhood  and  fee- 
blenefs  of  the  others.  The  bone  of  the  nofe,  its  breadth,  and  its  pro¬ 
file,  the  contour,  fo  full  and  fo  ftrongly  marked,  of  thefe  large  expand¬ 
ed  eyes,  their  perfect  harmony  with  the  noflrils — all  thefe  traits  are  in 
man,  and  in  the  horfe,  chara&eriftic  figns  of  energy  and  valor.  In 
like  manner  alfo,  every  arched  concavity  of  the  profile  which  is  but 
feebly  marked,  always  announces  the  want  of  courage,  or  an  inferior 
degree  of  courage  to  what  is  to  be  expected  from  a  well  marked  con¬ 
vexity,  unlefs,  however,  it  be  too  violently  prominent. 


120 


FRAGMENT  NINTH. 


S.  BIRDS. 

Nature,  the  friend  of  truth,  manifefts  herfelf  ftill  as  fuch  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  birds.  Compared  with  other  creatures,  or  with  one  another 
only,  they  have  each  one  a  diftinctive  character. 

Their  ftru&ure  is  in  all  refpe&s  lighter  than  that  of  Quadrupeds ; 
their  neck  is  more  flexible,  the  head  fmaller,  they  have  a  pointed  bill 
inftead  of  a  mouth,  and  their  clothing  is  richer  and  more  elegant. 

In  the  view  of  rendering  truths  already  known  at  lead  ftill  more 
evident,  and  of  being  able  to  refer  the  Reader  to  them  hereafter,  we 
here  infert  fome  heads  of  birds,  tolerably  well  defigned,  together  with 
a  few  remarks  upon  them. 

The  variety  of  their  chara£ler  is  beyond  a  doubt-  the  point  to  be 
now  determined  is,  whether  their  phyfionomies  differ  as  much  as  their 
charaflers. 

The  majeftic  eagle  fweeps  along  with  daring  flight,  braves  the  rays 
of  the  unclouded  fun,  foars  to  the  higheft  region  of  the  atmofphere  : 
from  thence  his  piercing  eye  commands  a  vah  expanfe,  and  defcries 
from  afar,  in  the  profundity  of  the  valley,  perched  upon  the  tree,  or 
hovering  in  the  air,  the  victim  he  has  marked  as  his  prey — he  darts 
upon  it  like  lightning,  feizes  it  with  his  irrefiftible  talons^  and,  exult¬ 
ing  in  his  viftory,  tranfports  it  to  the  retired  rock,  or  deferted  plain, 
tears  it  in  pieces  and  devours  it. 

Is  it  poftible  to  look  upon  him,  without  difcerning  in  his  external 
form,  the  fupreme  force,  the  energetic  fprings,  the  fiery  rage  of  this 
formidable  ravifher  ?  Has  not  his  fparkling  eye  all  the  fire  of  a  flafh 
of  lightning  ?  Who  but  he  dares  fix  a  fteady  look  on  the  dazzling  orb 
of  day  ?  Examine  every  other  eye  downward  to  that  of  the  mole — 
where  will  you  find  that  penetrating,  firm  and  rapid  glance  which 
feizes  the  whole  horizon  at  once?  Where  find  fuch  a  relation  between 
eyes  and  the  light?  How  accurate,  how  expreflive  the  language  of 
Nature,  to  thofe  who  will  hearken  to  her  voice 
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But  in  the  inftance  before  us,  this  truth  of  expreflion  appears  not 
only  in  that  look  of  fire;  it  refides  likewife  in  the  contour  of  the 
crown  of  the  head,  and  the  wrinkles  of  the  forehead,  which  denote 
vehemence  and  courage. 

Finally,  the  expreflion  is  farther  discoverable  in  the  form  of  that 
crooked  beak,  fhort  and  arched,  fo  firm,  fo  adapted  to  the  a£t  of  feiz- 
ing,  and  fo  evidently  fignificant  of  courage  and  ftrength. 

Obferve  the  drawings  1.  2.  4.  and  6.  of  the  annexed  plate,  particu¬ 
larly  the  laft — and  you  will  perceive  in  the  line  of  the  bill,  and  in  the 
eye,  the  fign  of  eagernefs  watching  for  its  prey,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs 
myfelf. 

There  is  perceptible  in  the  long  neck  and  bill  of  the  Vulture,  3.  a 
greater  degree  of  fupplenefs,  but  at  the  fame  time  fomething  lefs  digni¬ 
fied.  The  crown  of  the  head  is  much  flatter. 

In  the  Owl,  5.  and  8.  we  difcover  a  bird  of  prey  ftill  more  ignoble, 
weaker  and  more  timid.  To  determine  this,  you  have  only  to  com¬ 
pare  the  beaks. 

It  is  impoflible  to  doubt,  on  viewing  the  fharp  pointed  bill  of  the 
Englifh  Cock,  9.  and  10.  that  his  ftrength  is  inferior  to  that  of  the 
eagle.  He  is  befides  more  prefumptuous,  more  haughty,  more  jealous 
— perhaps  alfo,  more  paflionate. 

What  ftrength  of  Phyfionomy  in  the  Caflowary,  7 !  An  expreflion 
of  harfhnefs  and  impetuofity — a  total  want  of  dignity,  of  fenfe  and  fen- 
flbility — weaknefs  blended  with  prefumption. 

The  affeftation  of  ftrength,  keennefs  and  a  difpofition  to  prattle  in 
the  Parrot,  11.  and  12. 

Humble  and  gentle  timidity  in  the  Pigeon,  13.  at  leaft  in  one  of  the 
two;  the  other  is  keen  to  a  certain  degree. 

The  Swan,  14.  has  more  dignity  than  the  goofe,  lefs  ftrength  than 
the  eagle,  lefs  tendernefs  than  the  dove,  more  flexibility  than  the  of- 
trich. 
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It  is  impoffible  not  to  difcern  in  the  little  prominent  eyes  of  the  Po¬ 
lyphemus  of  Brafil,  1 5.  in  the  form  of  the  fcull,  and  in  the  difpropor- 
tion  between  the  head  and  the  bill,  a  want  of  courage  and  of  fenfi- 
bility. 

The  Wild  Duck,  16.  has  an  air  more  ferocious  than  the  fwan;  but 
how  far  fhort  is  he  of  the  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  the  eagle! 

You  find  in  the  fmall  head  of  the  Pelican,  17.  in  his  fmall  eyes  and 
long  beak,  neither  the  vindi&ive  look  of  the  wild  duck,  nor  the  good¬ 
nature  of  the  dove.  This  form  poffeffes  neither  fimplicity  nor  dig¬ 
nity* 
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II. 

The  Oftrich,  the  Saturn  of  birds,  which  is  capable  of  digefting  iron, 
and  of  grinding  glafs  to  powder,  and  knows  not  what  companion 
means. 

If  undulated  lines  exprefs  in  general  more  flexibility  than  lines 
ftraight  and  regular,  reafoning  from  analogy,  this  long  line  which  fe- 
parates  the  firm  beak  of  the  oftrich,  and  feems  to  be  drawn  by  a  rule, 
muft  denote  harfhnefs  and  inflexibility.  And  how  diftant  the  rela¬ 
tion  between  that  line  and  the  eye,  from  that  which  fubfifts  between 
the  eye  and  the  mouth  in  the  human  face! 
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I  have  brought  together,  in  the  vignette  below,  the  Wolf  and  the 
Lamb  of  the  feathered  race.  Hitherto  the  one  has  been  a  terror  to 
the  other;  but — fmile  at  it  if  you  pleafe — the  period  will  arrive, 
when  every  being  fhall  be  ennobled,  when  all  lhall  return  to  the 
ancient  peace  of  Paradife,  and  all  creatures  under  forms  infinitely 
varied,  but  perfe£tly  harmonized,  fhall  with  one  accord  raife  a  fong 
of  praife  to  the  God  of  Reconciliation. 
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THE  BAT. 

i.  The  horfe-fhoe,  2.  the  common  bat.  They  are  expreflive  of 
violent  paflion,  but  confined  to  very  narrow  bounds,  an  ignoble  paf- 
fion  which  fhuns  the  light.  Thefe  little  eyes,  concealed  and  funk, 
thefe  large  ears,  ere£l  and  fearful,  thefe  final  1  teeth,  fharp  and  pointed, 
have,  in  my  opinion,  the  imprefs  of  a  paflion  ardent,  mean,  malicious 
and  concentrated. 

The  fkeleton  of  this  animal  indicates  much  flexibility  and  light- 
nefs.  The  tail,  and  the  extremity  of  the  wings  chara6terize  its  ma¬ 
levolence. 

'  h  i 1  Jj 
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T.  FISHES. 

The  expreffion  is  ever  proportioned  to  the  quantum  of  internal  fa¬ 
culty.  How  flight  a  refemblance  have  thefe  profiles  to  the  human 
face!  how  far  are  they  from  its  perpendicular  form!  Compare  them 
with  other  animals,  with  the  lion,  for  example,  and  how  little  mean¬ 
ing  do  you  trace  in  their  phyfionomy!  Who  does  not  perceive  at 
the  firft  glance,  a  want  of  underftanding,  a  total  incapacity  to  refleft 
and  defign. 

It  is  impoffible  for  them  to  cover  their  eyes  and  clofe  them,  even 
in  part.  Globular  and  prominent  they  have  nothing  of  the  oblong 
form  of  the  eyes  of  the  fox,  or  of  the  elephant.  As  to  the  forehead, 
it  has  hardly  any  analogy  to  the  other  features. 

The  monfter,  2.  is  deftitute  of  every  thing  that  prefents  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  amenity,  of  gentlenefs,  or  of  tendernefs.  That  arched  mouth 
and  thofe  pointed  teeth  are  ftupid,  ignoble,  infenfible,  made  for  de¬ 
vouring  without  the  power  of  enjoying. 


WThat  flupidity  in  the  mouth  3.  and  particularly  in  its  relation  to 
the  eye! 
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Survey  the  whole  kingdom  of  Nature,  and,  if  you  can  produce  me 
a  fingle  being  deftitute  of  phyfionomy,  or  whofe  phyfionomy  corref- 
ponds  not  with  its  chara£ter — I  will  admit  that  man  too  may  have 
none. 

What  creature  has  lefs  of  phyfionomy  than  the  Serpent,  and  what 
one  has  more?  You  might  infer  from  many  heads  of  ferpents  the  cha- 
ra&eriftic  figns  of  malice  and  falfhood. 

Nothing  indeed  in  this  clafs,  announces  judgement,  refle&ion,  or 
even  memory;  but  the  ftriking  charafier  of  this  reprobate  creature,  is 
the  cunning  of  a  being  whofe  faculties  are  extremely  limited. 

Even  the  changeablenefs  of  their  colors,  and  the  whimfical  arrange¬ 
ment  of  their  fpots,  fuggeft  the  idea  of  deceit,  and  feem  to  warn  us  to 
be  on  our  guard  againft  them.  Of  thefe  heads,  the  greater  part  of 
which  are  from  American  ferpents,  is  there  one  capable  of  infpiring 
us  with  any  thing  like  affection  or  confidence? 

Figure  to  yourfelf  fimilar  features  on  a  human  face— with  what  ab¬ 
horrence  would  you  turn  your  eyes  from  it!  Crafty  perfons,  it  is  true, 
ufually  have  funk  eyes,  v/hereas  all  thefe  ferpents  have  theirs  promi¬ 
nent; 
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nent ;  but  this  is  the  charadler  of  a  mifchievous  cunning. — As  to  the 
look  of  craftinefs,  it  is  diftinguifhable  only  in  No.  i.  The  mouth 
without  lips  is  nothing  but  an  arched  incifion,  which  extends  beyond 
the  eye.  It  is  unneceffary  to  make  any  application  of  the  fubjedt : 
it  fpeaks  for  itfelf. 

All  men  really  energetical  poffefs  redlitude  and  honefty;  cunning 
is  nothing  but  a  fupplement  to  ftrength;  No  one  of  thefe  heads 
is  fufficiently  energetic  to  act  openly  and  without  the  aid  of  cunning; 
they  are  made  to  bite  the  heel,  and  to  be  crulhed  under  foot. 

The  judgement  of  God  is  imprinted  on  their  flattened  forehead :  it 
is  like  wife  legible  in  the  mouth  and  the  eye. 
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ANIMALS. 

X.  INSECTS. 

I. 

What  infinite  variety  has  the  all-wife  Creator  difplayed  in  the  cha- 
raflerillic  marks  of  every  fpecies  and  degree  of  vital  power  ! 

How  He  has  imprinted  on  every  creature  the  diftmftive  charafler 
which  is  peculiar  to  it !  and  how  ftrikingly  vifible  is  this  in  the  lad 
clafs  of  the  animal  kingdom ! 

The  world  of  Infefls  is  a  world  apart,  and  though  the  beings  which 
compofe  it,  are  fuch  as  have  lead;  relation  to  the  human  fpecies,  the 
Phyfionomift  will  not  difdain  to  ftudy  them,  as  the  obfervations  which 
they  furnifh  ferve  to  fupport  his  fyftem. 

The  form  of  every  infefl  clearly  indicates  the  degree  of  its  aflive 
or  paflive  force,  and  how  far  it  is  capable  of  enjoying  or  deftroying, 
of  differing  or  refilling.  Is  it  not  vifible,  for  example,  that  thofe  in¬ 
fers,  whofe  wings  are  hard  and  compafl,  have  a  charafler  of  force* 
capacity  and  refiftance  which  is  wanting  to  the  butterfly,  whofe  wings 
are  fo  fine  and  delicate  ?  Is  not  the  fofteft  fubftance  at  the  fame  time 
the  weakefi,  the  moft  pafiive,  the  moft  liable  to  deftruclion  ?  Do  not 
infefls,  being  almofl  entirely  deftitute  of  brain,  differ,  more  than  all 
other  creatures,  from  man,  who  is  fo  amply  furnifhed  with  that  organ  ? 

Is  there  not  a  clearly  marked  diftinflion  between  every  fpecies  of 
infefls,  and  do  you  not  difcover,  at  the  firfl  glance,  whether  they  be 
warlike  and  capable  of  refiftance,  or  weak  and  defencelefs  ?  whether 
they  be  deftined  for  enjoyment  or  deliruflion  ? 
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The  great  Dragon-fly  is  endowed  with  a  lightriefs  and  agility  which 
are  viflbly  manifefted  in  the  ftrudfure  of  her  wings.  It  is  in  the  a6t 
of  flying  that  flie  carries  off,  with  fo  much  addrefs,  the  little  gnats  on 
which  fhe  feeds.  What  flownefs,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  crawling, 
caterpillar !  with  what  precaution  fhe  puts  down  her  feet  to  reach  the 
leaf  fhe  means  to  gnaw !  A  fubftance  fo  foft  was  not  made  for  reflft- 
ance.  The  caterpillar,  called  the  land-meafurer,  long  and  extended 
like  a  withered  twig,  has  ftill  lefs  animation. 

Who  does  not  fee,  as  he  follows  with  his  eye  the  light  and  frolick- 
fome  butterfly,  an  infetf:  formed  for  foft  and  trivial  enjoyment  ?  Who 
fo  blind  as  not  to  perceive  a  higher  degree  of  force  in  the  induftrious 
bee,  deftined  to  fuck  the  juice  of  flowers  ?  The  fly  is  free  and  nimble  ; 
but  how  eafy  is  it  to  fee  that  his  force  has  not,  like  that  of  the  bee,  a 
determinate  end  I  The  night-butterfly,  flow,  peaceful,  harmlefs,  is  a 

Unking 
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ftriking  contrail  to  the  a&ive  and  murderous  fpider,  who  remains  fuf- 
pended  in  the  centre  of  her  net,  only  to  dart  with  the  greater  eafe  on 
the  infe6ts  which  are  caught  in  it.  What  a&ivity  and  daring  perfe- 
verence  in  the  patient  ant!  In  a  word,  what  expreffion  of  folidity  and 
refiftance  in  the  may-bug,  covered  with  a  coat  of  mail,  and  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  fcarabs  ;  fome  of  which  are  clothed  with  a  ftrong  fhell, 
and  others  with  a  briftly  buckler  thick  fet  with  (harp  points  or  long 
horns ! 


tS2  fragment  ninth. 

r  III. 

HEADS  OF  INSECTS  VIEWED  THROUGH  THE  MICROSCOPE. 

Who  does  not  perceive  inability  to  hurt  imprinted  on  that  flexible 
and  rolled  up  probofcis,  employed  by  the  butterfly,  1.  to  extra6l  the 
juice  out  of  flowers  ? 

Oppofe  to  it  the  thick  grinders  of  the  wafp,  2.  deftined  to  gnaw  and 
devour. 

Obferve  in  the  locufl,  3.  a  throat  wide  and  threatening,  expreflive 
of  its  voracious  chara£ter. 

The  great  horn-beetle,  4.  has  fomething  of  harfhnefs  and  ferocity. 

Each  of  thefe  infe£ts — and  all  that  exift  are  in  the  fame  condition — 
fulfils  the  end  of  its  creation.  Each  differs  from  all  the  others,  as  much 
in  its  exterior,  as  in  its  chara&er  and  deftination :  and  this  difference 
confifts  not  in  the  play  of  the  moveable  parts,  but  in  their  form,  in  their 
foftnefs  or  firmnefs,  their  weaknefs  or  folidity. 

The  fubje£ts  marked  2.  3.  and  4.  and  all  other  voracious  infe£ts 
have,  in  their  exterior,  an  expreflion  of  ferocioufnefs,  which  might  fur- 
nifli  fome  traits  proper  to  chara6terize  the  mofl  odious  malignity. 


Y.  BEES. 

Let  us  flop  for  a  moment,  to  fubjoin  fome  new  obfervations  to  thofe 
already  made,  on  the  relation  which  is  to  be  found  between  the  hu- 
man  phyfionomy  and  that  of  animals. 

It  is  evident  4  That  nature  is  fubje&ed  to  invariable  laws.  She 
has  only  one  alphabet,  only  one  prototype  for  all  her  produflions  j 
4  in  other  words,  you  perpetually  meet,  under  the  fame  forms,  beings 
4  endowed  with  the  fame  force,  and  polTeffing  the  fame  e Hence.  Two 
4  fimilar  forms  produce  one  and  the  fame  force  ;  the  more  their  forms 
4  approach  to  each  other,  the  greater  refemblance  there  is  alfo  of  their 
4  faculties ;  in  proportion  as  the  forms  differ,  the  faculties  differ  alfo/ 

Every  being  is  endowed  with  a  force,  with  a  fpirit  which  a£ts  from 
the  interior  to  the  exterior,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  body  in 
which  it  refides,  and  the  fituation  of  that  body.  Hence  arife  all  the 
refemblances  and  diflimilitudes  on  which  are  founded  all  the  judge¬ 
ments  we  form  of  vifible  objects. 

If  there  exifts,  then,  a  refemblance  of  form  between  man  and  ani¬ 
mals,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  there  is  a  correfponding  refemblance  be¬ 
tween  their  nature,  their  fenfations  and  their  faculties.  Were  we  able 
to  draw  correctly  .the  profiles  of  men  and  animals,  could  we  compare 
them  mathematically — we  fhould  come  in  time  to  determine  with 
certainty  the  juft  proportion  of  their  faculties.  Much  more  :  had  we 
the  means  of  ftripping  the  head  of  the  Queen-bee  of  the  hairs  which 
cover  it,  and  of  drawing  her  filhouette  by  the  help  of  a  folar  micro- 
fcope — I  believe  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  diftinguifhing  this  fil¬ 
houette  from  that  of  a  common  bee,  and  of  difcoverine  in  it  the  marks 
of  royalty  and  fuperiority.  It  is  undoubtedly  certain  that  this  royal 
charafler  mull  be  vifible  or  perceptible  to  the  other  bees,  otherwife 
fhe  could  not  be  acknowledged  exclufivdy  as  queen,  nor  her  rivals  be 
expelled.  The  bees,  confined  to  the  narrow  circle  of  their  hive,  pro¬ 
bably  perceive,  by  a  glance,  that  fupereminent  force  which  we  could 
Vol.  II.  LI  not 
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not  diftinguifh  without  the  afliftance  of  the  folar  microfcope.  If  it 
were  poffible  to  fix  with  more  precifion  the  relation  of  the  contours 
of  the  Queen-bee,  to  that  of  the  common  bees,  we  fhould  find  per¬ 
haps  a  charafteriftic  trait  of  royalty,  a  phyfiognomical  indication 
which  would  always  mark  the  fuperiority  of  an  individual  over  its 
fellows — and  this  difcovery  would  perhaps  furnifh  us  with  a  funda¬ 
mental  line,  which  might  ferve  as  a  general  rule  in  phyfiognomy.  I 
would  give  a  decided  preference  to  the  profile  of  the  Queen-bee,  be- 
caufe  her  fuperiority  depends  not  on  an  arbitrary  choice,  but  feems 
attached  to  her  birth. 
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Z.  MONKEYS. 

It  is  well  known  that  of  all  animals,  the  Monkey  approaches  neareft 
to  the  human  form — and  yet  what  diftance  between  the  monkey  and 
man  !— But  the  more  enormous  this  diftance  is,  the  more  is  man  bound 
to  rejoice  at  it.  Let  him  carefully  guard  againft  that  falfe  humility 
which  would  degrade  his  being,  by  an  exaggeration  of  the  relations 
which  it  bears  to  a  creature  fo  much  his  inferior ! 

The  fkull  of  the  monkey,,  as  we  fhall  prefently  fee,  is  that  which 
has  the  greateft  analogy  to  the  human  fcull ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
faculty  of  forming  an  image  of  fenfible  objeas,  he  too  of  all  animals 
has  the  greateft;  relation  to  the  human  fpecies. 

Of  all  the  different  kinds  of  monkeys,  there  is  hardly  any  except  the 
Orang-outang  and  Pitheco  which  have  a  marked  refemblance  to  man  : 
all  the  others  are  fenfibly  below  the  human  form. 

The  Orang-outang  imitates  all  our  aaions— but  merely  in  the  view 

of  imitating  fomewhat,  and  without  ever  attaining  the  end  at  which  he 
aims.. 

Thofe  who  take  pleafure  in  degrading  man  to  the  level  of  the 
brute,  exalt  the  Orang-outang  to  the  level  of  man.  But  nothing  more 
is  neceffary  than  an  accurate  obfervation  and  comparifon,  though  it 
were  confined  fimply  to  a  parallel  of  the  fculls,  in  order  to  difcover, 
in  fpite  of  all  their  refemblances,  the  prodigious  difference  which  mull 
for  ever  feparate  the  two  fpecies. — This  fhade,  fo  flight  on  the  firft 
glance,,  is  fufficient  to  remove  the  whole  monkey  race  to  an  infinite 
difiance  from  humanity. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  ‘  man  in  a  fiate  of  pure  nature/ — but  where 
fnall  we  find  him  in  that  fiate  ?  It  no  more  exifis  than  a  ‘  Natural  Re- 
‘  ligion  without  revelation.’  Is  any  other  proof  neceflary  of  the  non- 
exifience  of  this  chimerical  fiate,  than  the  confiant  fuperiority  of  the 
human  fpecies  ? — and  is  not  the  necefiity  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  demonfiration  fufficient  of  the  nullity  of  a  religion  purely  natural  ? 

Let 
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Let  me  here  prefent  the  traits  under  which  man  has  been  repre- 
fented,  when  reduced  to  a  date  of  pure  nature  :  4  He  is  painted  with 
<  his  head  covered  over  with  briftly  hair  or  curled  wool ; '  his  face 
6  overfpread  with  long  hairs,  which,  planted  all  over  the  fuiface  of 
4  his  forehead,  fall  downward  and  cover  his  face — deprived,  in  a 
4  word,  of  all  the  majeffy  of  the  human  form  the  eyes  concealed, 

4  funk  and  rounded  like  thofe  of  animals  ;  thick  pouting  lips ;  the 
4  nofe  flattened  ;  the  look  flupid,  or  even  ferocious ;  the  eats  and  the 
4  whole  body  fhaggy  ;  the  fkin  hard  like  black  or  tanned  leather  ;  the 
4  nails  long,  thick  and  hooked  ;  the  foie  of  the  foot  furnifhed  with  a 
4  kind  of  hoof,  &c/  From  fuch  a  pifture  it  is  inferred,  that  no  one 
thing  is  rendered  fenfible,  with  more  difficulty,  than  the  fhades  which 
feparate  man  from  the  brute. 

Though  lefs  difficult  to  profecute  than  fome  affeft  to  believe  it  is, 

I  leave  this  parallel  to  perfons  of  greater  ability  ;  fenfible  that  I  have 
not  talents  fufficient  for  effablifhing  the  different  points  of  comparifon, 

I  confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to  that  of  the  fculls  of  the  two  fpecies. 

Can  any  one  find  in  the  monkey,  the  majeffy  which  fits  enthroned 
on  the  human  forehead,  when  the  hair  is  turned  backward  1  Is  it  not 
a  profanation  of  the  word  hair,  to  apply  it  to  the  mane  of  the  mon¬ 
key  ?  In  vain  will  you  look  any  where  but  in  man,  for  that  large  and 
elevated  forehead  which  gives  fo  much  dignity  to  his  phyfionomy, 
and  that  ffately  arch  which  feems  deffined  to  ferve  him  for  a  crown. 

Where  will  you  find  thefe  eye-brows  drawn  with  fuch  exquifite 
{kill?  Cr  their  play,  in  which  Le  Brun  difcovered  the  exprefhon  of 
every  paffion,  and  which  indicates,  in  effe£I,  much  more  than  ever 
Le  Biun  fancied  he  had  perceived  in  them. 

Where  do  you  find  that  nofe  fo  lofty,  yet  fo  graceful?  that  happy 
tranfition  from  the  noie  to  the  mouth?  Where  find  lips,  that  for  pli¬ 
ancy,  color,  fhape,  have  the  fligheft  approximation  to  ours  ? 
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Has  the  monkey  cheeks,  a  chin,  a  neck,  once  to  be  compared  with 
thofe  of  man? — In  one  word,  where  do  you  find  humanity  ? 

Among  Savages,  the  new-born  infant  is  man ,  and  bears  all  the  cha- 
rafters  of  his  fpecies.  Compare  him  with  the  Orang-outang  as  he 
comes  from  his  mother’s  womb — and  you  will  admit,  that  the  former 
will  fooner  rife  to  the  dignity  of  angels,  than  the  latter  to  the  dignity 
of  man. 
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MONKEYS. 

Of  all  the  monkey  heads  prefented  in  the  annexed  plate,  5.  is  the 
moil  if r iking  :  it  is  that  of  the  Orang-outang,  otherwife  called  Jocho, 
or  the  man  of  the  woods,  and  of  all  the  tribe  is  that  which  has  the 
neareft  refemblance  to  man.  But  how  ill  does  this  illufive  refem- 
blauce  fupport  the  examination  of  an  enlightened  criticifm  1 

His  animal  character,  which  places  him  fo  far  beneath  the  human 
fpecies,  pierces  through  the  mafk  under  which  Nature  has  made  an 
effort* to  conceal  the  brute.  This  character  is  particularly  diftin- 
guifhable : 

a.  In  his  narrow  forehead,  which  has  nothing  like  the  beautiful 
proportion  of  the  human. 

b.  In  the  defeftivenefs,  or  at  leaft,  in  the  want  of  effe£l  of  the  white 
of  the  eye. 

c.  In  the  nearnefs  of  the  eyes,  or  that  of  their  orbits  which  becomes 
ftrikingly  confpicuous  when  the  bones  of  the  fcull  are  ftripped  of 
mufcles  and  teguments. 

d.  In  his  nofe  fo  exceffively  flat,  too  narrow  in  the  upper  part, 
fpread  too  wide  below. 

e.  In  the  pofition  of  his  ears,  placed  too  near  the  crown  of  the 
head,  and  which  in  man  are  almoft  always  of  the  fame  height  v/ith 
the  eye-brows,  and  parallel  to  the  nofe. 

f.  In  the  fpace  which  feparates  the  nofe  from  the  mouth  ;  a  fpace 
which  in  the  animal  is  almoft  as  long  as  the  chin,  whereas  in  man  it  is 
generally  but  about  half  that  length. 

g.  In  the  lips  which  are  glued  clofe  to  the  teeth,  and  form  an  arch 
like  thofe  of  other  animals. 

h.  In  the  triangular  form  of  the  whole  head. 

It  would,  in  truth,  be  fuperfluous  to  pufh  the  comparifon  fo  far  as 
to  the  neck  and  the  hair. 
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This  animal,  it  is  farther  alleged,  has  a  melancholy’  air,  and  a  {lately 
gait;  that  all  his  motions  are  meafured  ;  that  his  difpofition  is  abun¬ 
dantly  gentle,  and  very  different  from  that  of  other  monkeys ;  that 
he  has  neither  the  impatience  of  the  baboon,  nor  the  mifchievoufnefs 
ol  the  fatyr,  nor  the  petulant  vivacity  of  the  Jong-tailed  monkeys. 

No  one  of  tnefe  now  under  review  has  lips  to  be  compared  with 
ours ;  and,  if  we  except  two  or  three,  all  of  them  prefent  phyfiono- 
mies  which  conftrain  us,  on  the  firft  glance,  to  rank  them  in  the  clafs 
of  mere  animals. 

Next  to  the  Orang-outang,  betwixt  which  and  man  we  have  pointed, 
out  fuch  a  palpable  difference,  the  Gibbon,  3..  and  4.  is  the  one  whofe 
form  approaches  neareft  to  the  human  figure.  There  is  a  refemblance 
fufhciently  marked  between  his  fcull,  24.  and  that  of  man.  This 
monkey  is  of  a  mild  difpofition  ;  has  gentle  manners  ;  his  motions  are 
neither  too  brifk,  nor  too  precipitate ;  he  takes  quietly  the  food  that 
is  offered  him  ;  he  is  fenfible  of  cold,  and  afraid  of  moifture  :  but  his 
whole  figure  taken  together  has  nothing  human  in  it ;  his  ill-propor¬ 
tioned  arms  reach  the  ground,  even  when  he  hands  upright. 

How  perceptibly  is  the  brute  charafterized  in  figure  5.  by  the  ex- 
ceflive  diftance  of  the  nofe  from  the  mouth  !  but  on  the  contrary,  in  4. 
10.  and  efpecially  21.  23.  it  is  the  too  great  proximity  of  thefe  parts 
which  betrays  the  beaft  concealed  under  the  mafk  of  man. 

Among  the  mod:  tradiable  fpecies  of  Monkeys  we  may  farther  rank 
the  Maimon,  21.  which  by  its  conformation,  has  the  angle  of  the  eyes 
moft  nearly  approaching  that  of  man,  and  which  in  other  refpe£ts  paf- 
fes  fora  fociable  and  kind  animal. 

1  he  Macaco,  6.  is  likewife  commended  for  his  gentlenefs;  but  he 
is  fo  hideous  that  it  is  impofTible  to  look  at  him  without  horror  and 
diiguft ;  he  paffes  too  for  an  animal  fingularly  capricious. 

1  he  Mandrill,  p.  10.  has  fomething  fo  atrocious  and  difguffing  in 
his  phyfionomy,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  the  traits  of  hu¬ 
manity 
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inanity  in  him.  His  fhort  and  bufhy  locks,  the  length  of  his  nofe,  or 
rather  his  two  noftrils,  from  which  there  is  a  perpetual  flux  of  hu¬ 
mor  which  he  licks  up  with  his  tongue,  his  purple  coloured  face 
furrowed  on  both  hides  with  deep  and  longitudinal  wrinkles,  the  total 
abfence  of  a  chin — Do  not  all  thefe  defefts  degrade  him  infinitely  be¬ 
low  the  mofl  miferable  of  mankind  ?  He  is  not,  however,  among  the 
molt  mifchievous  of  the  race. 

The  Mona,  20.  is  entirely  deflitute  of  forehead.  He  is  allied  to  the 
tiger  by  the  lower  part  of  the  face  ;  but  not  one  of  his  features  ex- 
preffes  the  force  of  man,  and  his  figure,  in  general,  has  nothing  human. 
His  vivacity  is  carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  extravagance ;  alert, 
but  abundantly  docile  :  his  violence  has  nothing  of  furioufnefs. 

The  look  of  the  baboon,  2.  is  that  of  a  greedy  mifer;  he  bears  the 
chara&er  of  a  mean  daintinefs,  and  difcovers  a  violent  inclination  to 
rapacity. 

The  Patas,  14.  16.  commit  great  wafte  in  the  plains  of  Senegal  1 
Monkeys  of  this  fpecies  poffefs  aflonifhing  dexterity. 

The  Chinefe  Bonnets,  12.  can  never  be  rendered  completely  tame ; 
and  it  is  neceffary  to  keep  them  continually  chained.  Tney  fifh  very 
dexteroufly  for  crabs,  by  permitting  the  claw  of  that  animal  to  lay 
hold  of  their  tail,  and  by  a  fudden  jerk  draw  them  out  of  the  water. 

The  following  vignette  prefents  the  principal  chara£iers  of  the  mouth 
of  the  different  kinds  of  monkeys. 
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You  find  fcarcely  any  traces  of  the  human  mouth  except  in  1. 
and  2.;  the  others  rife  not  at  all  above  the  animal  fpecies:  the  mouth 
5.  is  the  fartheft  removed  from  the  human. 

It  remains  that  I  make  a  very  important  obfervation  refpe&ing  thofe 
human  forms  which  are  believed  to  have  fome  analogy  to  the  phyfi- 
onomy  of  monkeys.  In  reality,  this  pretended  refemblance  would  be 
fenfibly  diminifhed,  were  we  to  take  the  trouble  to  obferve  and  to 
compare  with  fome  degree  of  attention  ;  it  would  totally  difappear, 
efpecially  on  confidering  the  foreheads,  feeing  thofe  very  perfons  who 
are  fuppofed  to  have  fome  refemblance  to  this  animal,  have  aimofl;  all 
of  them  the  forehead  open  and  frank,  and  confequently  differ  from 
the  monkey,  in  one  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  head.  Perfons  of 
this  defcription,  are  commonly  of  confiderable  ability,  a&ive,  dex¬ 
terous,  and  of  great  ufe  in  fociety.  They  fhould,  however,  be 
on  their  guard  againft  the  propenfity  which  they  may  have  to  avarice 
and  cunning,  two  vices  to  which  they  feem  peculiarly  liable. 
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Here  is  the  figure  of  the  Scull  of  a  monkey  of  the  common  fpecies. 

I  admit  that  among  the  Sculls  of  animals,  there  is  no  one  which 
has  fo  much  conformity  to  that  of  man. 

I  difcover  in  it,  at  the  fame  time,  very  effential  differences,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  are  of  the  greateft  importance  in  the  Science  of  Phy- 
fiognomy. 

The  firfi  and  moft  ftriking,  is  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fpace  which  fe- 
parates  the  fockets  of  the  eyes. 

Th efecond,  the  flatnefs  of  the  forehead,  and  its  horizontal  inclina¬ 
tion,  efpecially  when  viewed  in  profile,  ffhis  trait  is  one  of  the  ef¬ 
fential  characters  which  diftinguifh  the  animal  from  the  man. 

The  third  arifes  from  the  form  of  the  opening  of  the  bone  of  the 
nofe.  In  the  fcull  of  man  it  reprefents  a  heart  inverted  ;  here,  on  the 

contrary,  the  point  of  the  heart  is  undermoft,  and  the  bafe  uppermoft. 

A  fourth 
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A  fourth  difference  is  that  of  the  traits  which  unite  the  forehead 
and  the  nofe,  the  root  of  which  is  placed  much  higher  in  the  fcull 
of  man,  than  in  that  of  the  monkey. 

In  the  ffth  place,  the  jaw  of  man  is,  proportion  being  preferved, 
much  larger  than  that  of  the  monkey,  and  contains  many  more  teeth  ; 
the  one  before  us,  terminates  too  much  in  a  point,  and,  viewed  in 
profile,  projects  too  far  forward. 

Sixthly ,  the  chin  of  man  is  much  more  prominent  than  that  of  the 
monkey.  When  the  two  fculls  reft  on  the  lower  jaw  and  are  placed 
befide  each  other,  that  of  the  animal  inclines  fo  violently  forward  that 
you  can  fcarcely  perceive  the  face. 

The  chin  is  the  diftindfive  charadler  of  man  :  this  truth  appears  to 
me  an  axiom  in  Phyfiognomy.  By  the  word  chin,  I  here  underhand, 
only  the  bony  part,  ftripped  of  mufcles  and  teguments ;  it  is  the  ab- 
fence  of  this  part  which  occafions  that  of  the  chin  in  all  animals, 
when  viewed  in  front. 

The  profile  alone  prefents  a  fevcnth  difference  the  mod  decidedly 
marked  :  it  relates  to  the  form  and  the  extent  of  the  hind-head,  which 
in  the  monkey  is  infinitely  more  oval  and  fhorter  than  in  man.  Be- 
fides  the  angle  which  the  lower  part  of  the  under  jaw  here  forms  with 
the  bafe  of  the  hind-head,  is  almoft  a  right  one — whereas  in  man 
the  lower  jaw  is  found  to  be  almoft  in  the  fame  horizontal  line  with 
the  occipital  apophyfis,  of  which  the  monkey  is  deftitute. 

44  He  is  then  nothing  but  an  animal,  and  notwithftanding  his  refem- 
“  blance  to  man,  fo  far  from  being  the  fecond  in  our  fpecies,  he  is 
4  4  not  even  the  firft  in  the  order  of  brutes,  becaufe  he  is  not  the  moft 
44  intelligent.”  The  principal  caufe  of  this  degradation  of  the  mon¬ 
key,  is  the  fmallnefs  of  his  forehead,  and  of  the  fpace  which  contains 
the  brain  ;  all  of  them  differences  very  effential,  and  too  charadteriftic 
to  permit  us  to  confound  him  with  man. 

conclusion. 
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CONCLUSION.  ) 

In  order  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Phyfiognomy, 
and  to  be  fenfible  of  the  infinite  Wifdom  of  Nature  in  the  conforma¬ 
tion  of  animals ;  in  order  to  have  convincing  evidence  that  in  all  her 
aftions  {he  is  fubje£t  to  diftincft  laws,  it  is  fufficient  to  compare  the 
profiles  of  all  animated  beings,  and  to  obferve  : 

a.  The  relation  which  the  mouth  has  to  the  whole  head  ; 

b.  To  the  eye  in  particular  ; 

c.  This  relation  determined  by  the  length  of  the  mouth  viewed  in 
profile  ; 

d.  Determined  bv  the  form  and  curvature  of  that  part  ; 

e.  Finally,  by  the  angle  which  this  line  forms  with  that  of  the  eye, 
fuppofing  a  new  line  drawn  through  the  center  of  the  one,  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  other. 

•> 

For  example  in  the  human  profile,  the  eye  is  found  placed  above 
the  mouth  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  times  the  breadth  of  the  line  of 
the  profile  of  the  mouth. 

The  angle  of  which  I  have  juft  fpoken,  will  be  nearly  a  right  one  in 
a  wife  and  good  man — the  more  obtufe  it  is,  the  more  it  announces  a 
chara&er  decidedly  animal. 

The  fame  effefts  may  be  inferred  from  the  greater  or  lefs  difpropor- 
tion  between  the  length  of  the  line  of  the  profile  of  the  mouth,  and 
that  other  line  which  may  be  drawn,  in  idea,  from  the  extremity  of  the 
mouth  up  to  the  eye.  The  true  proportion  of  this  part  of  the  human 
face  to  the  length  of  the  profile  of  the  mouth,  is  as  t.  to  6. 


FRAGMENT  TENTH. 


OF  THE  HUMAN  SCULL. 

A. 

AUTHORS  and  Obfervers  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  phyfi- 
ognomical  career,  feem  to  have  paid  only  a  flight  degree  of  attention 
to  the  Scull,  that  part  of  the  human  body  which  it  is  of  moft  impor¬ 
tance  to  ftudy. 

No  one  is  more  interefting  or  more  fignificant  to  an  attentive  Ob- 

ferver.  The  knowledge  of  this  part  is  the  moil  folid  foundation 
of  that  of  man. 

I  have  hinted  more  than  once,  and  efpecially  in  the  Differtation 
with  which  the  firft  Volume  concludes,  that  I  confider  the  bony  fyf- 
tem  as  the  (ketch  of  the  human  body  ;  and  that,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
the  fcull  is  the  bafis,  the  abridgment  of  this  fyftem,  juft  as  the  face 
is  the  refult  and  the  fummary  of  the  human  form  in  general.  The 
flefh,  according  to  thefe  principles,  is  only,  in  fome  meafure,  the  co¬ 
loring  which  relieves  the  drawing  ;  and  the  principal  objeft  of  my  re- 
fearches  will  be  the  conftitution,  the  form,  and  the  curvature  of  the 
fcull. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  foetus  is,  at  firft,  only  a  foft  and  mucilagi¬ 
nous  fubftance,  apparently  homogeneous  in  all  its  parts.  The  bones 
themfelves  are,  in  the  beginning,  nothing  but  a  kind  of  jelly,  which 
becomes  in  procefs  of  time  membranous,  then  cartilaginous,  and,  at 
length,  hard  and  bony. 

In  proportion  as  this  jelly,  fo  tranfparent  and  fo  delicate  in  its  ori¬ 
gin,  grows,  thickens,  and  lofes  its  tranfparency,  there  iso  bfervable  in 
it  a  little  fpeck  more  firm,  and  more  opaque,  which  differs  from  car- 
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tilage,  and  already  partakes  of  the  nature  of  bone,  without  its  hard- 
nefs.  This  fpeck  may  be  termed  the  nucleus  of  the  bone  which  is 
going  to  form,  the  centre  from  which  offification  proceeds,  till  it  reach 
the  circumference. 

There  are  perceptible  in  this  bony  germ,  differences  which  already 
enable  us  to  judge  what  will  be  the  form  of  the  bones,  when  they  ftiall 
have  arrived  at  perfection.  In  the  fmall  fimple  bones,  you  diftinguilh 
only  one  fingle  nucleus  ;  in  the  greater,  and  fuch  as  are  grofs  and  angular, 
we  find  feveral,  fpringing  in  different  places,  from  the  primitive  carti¬ 
lage  ;  but,  in  this  laft  cafe,  the  number  of  pieces  of  which  the  bone 
is  to  be  compofed,  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  nuclei,  and  all  thefe  pieces 
are  perfectly  arranged  and  proportioned. 

In  the  bones  of  the  fcull  the  round  nucleus  appears  at  firft  in  the 
centre  of  every  piece,  and  the  offification  extends  afteiwaids  in  all 
directions  by  means  of  an  infinite  number  of  fibres,  which  the  bony 
fpeck  fends  forth  in  form  of  rays,  and  which  lengthen,  thicken,  harden 
by  degrees,  and  unite  by  a  membranous  contexture.  The  junCtion 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  fcull  produces  afteiward  thofe  indented 
feams,  whofe  delicacy  is  fo  juftly  the  objeCt  of  admiration*. 

We  have  hitherto  fpoken  only  of  the  firft  epoch  of  offification.  The 
fecond  may  be  fixed  at  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  month.  During  this 
interval  the  bones,  and  all  the  parts  in  general,  affume  a  form  more 
perfeCt  and  more  diftinCt,  in  proportion  as  the  offification  progreflively 
gains  upon  the  whole  cartilage  and  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs 
vivacity  of  the  foetus,  and  of  the  degree  of  aCtive  force  which  charac¬ 
terizes  that  being,  even  before  it  fee  the  light. 

The  bones  increafe  and  harden  with  age,  following  a  gradation 
infenfible,  and  coincident  with  every  inftant  of  the  duration  of 

life. 

-  ■  *  n  ■  / 

#  Confult  Albini  leones  ojpurn  foetus  humani ,  and  Bldloo  Anatomia  corporis  humani, 

Anatomifts 
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Anatomifts  are  not  agreed  in  their  hypothefes  refpe&ing  the  oflifi- 
cation  of  the  foetus — but  this  difquifition  enters  not  into  my  plan,  and 
I  leave  to  future  Phyfionomifts  the  trouble  of  clearing  this  hitherto 
untrodden  path  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  confine  myfelf  to  what  is  pofitive, 
and  to  conclufions  drawn  from  obfervation  alone. 

Befides,  it  is  certain  that  the  aftivity  of  the  mufcles,  of  the  vefiels, 
and  other  foft  fubftances  which  furround  the  bones  on  every  fide,  con¬ 
tributes  inconceivably  to  their  increafe,  and  the  progrefs  of  their  foli- 
dity. 

What  ftill  remains  of  cartilaginous  in  the  newly  formed  bone  of  the 
foetus,  diminifhes,  becomes  firm,  and  whitens  till  the  fixth  and  feventh 
month,  in  proportion  as  the  bony  part  advances  to  perfeftion.  Cer¬ 
tain  bones  acquire  firmness  and  folidity  much  fafter  than  others :  this 
is  the  cafe  with  thofe  of  the  fcull,  and  the  fmall  bones  which  conftitute 
the  organ  of  hearing.  The  fame  bones  have  not  always  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  hardnefs,  and  there  is  fometimes  a  difference  in  different  parts 
of  the  fame  bone.  In  general,  they  are  always  harder  toward  the  cen¬ 
tre  and  principle  of  oflification  ;  and  their  folidity  decreafes  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  they  remove  from  it.  Farther,  as  the  bones  confolidate,  which 
takes  place  with  the  progrefs  of  age,  their  rigidity  advances  by  flow 
and  imperceptible  degrees.  What  was  ftill  cartilage  in  the  adult,  be¬ 
comes  folid  bone  in  the  old  man,  and  his  whole  bony  fyftem  becomes 
brittle  from  its  having  become  compact  and  dry. 

*  *****  * 

B 

Anatomifts  diftinguifh  the  natural  or  elfential  form,  from  the  acci¬ 
dental. 

The  natural  form  is  nearly  the  fame  in  all  bodies,  however  different 
from  one  another  as  to  the  exterior.  It  is  for  ever  determined  by  the 

univerfality 
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univerfality  of  a  common  nature  in  beings  which  tranfmit  life,  by  the 
uniform  property  of  their  feminal  liquid,  and  by  the  circumftances 
which  naturally  and  invariably  accompany  generation.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  man  always  generates  a  man,  and  every  animal  an  animal  like 
itfelf. 

The  accidental  form,  on  the  contrary,  is  fubjeft  to  variation  in  the 
fame  individual,  according  to  circumftances,  and  the  influence  of 
age. 

The  natural  form  has  its  internal  moulds  which  vary  as  much  as 
the  external  contours  of  the  face.  Thefe  internal  moulds  are  the 
work  of  Nature,  the  order  afligned  by  the  Sovereign  Creator  of  all 
things,  to  every  work  of  his  hands.  It  is  the  efleft  of  an  inexplicable 
predeftination,  the  only  one  to  which  we  are  really  and  conftantly 
fubje&ed  before  we  are  born.  Every  bone  has  its  primitive  form, 
and  its  individual  difpofition.  It  may  change,  and  its  effeft  does 
change  every  inftant  of  the  day  ;  but  never  will  it  arrive  at  a  perfeft 
refemblance  with  another  fuch  bone  which  bears  the  fame  name, 
but  whofe  primitive  form  is  different.  The  accidental  changes,  how¬ 
ever  fen  Able  they  may  be,  will  not  depend  the  lefs  on  that  account, 
upon  the  primitive  and  individual  form  of  the  bone.  Even  the  moft 
violent  preflure  will  never  alter  that  form,  nor  occafion  fuch  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  nature  as  to  render  it  impoflible  to  diftinguifti  fuch  a  bone, 
from  that  which  belongs  to  every  other  bony  lyftem  which  may  have 
fulfered  the  fame  accident.  In  a  word,  one  bone  can  no  more  lofe  its 
original  form,  and  aflume  that  of  a  correfponding  bone,  than  the 
Ethiopian  can  change  his  color,  or  the  Leopard  his  fpots,  whatever  be 
the  variations  to  which  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  expofed. 

You  may  difcover  in  the  bones,  a  great  number  of  veflels  which 
convey  to  them  the  marrow  and  the  nutritive  juices.  The  younger 
the  fubjefl  is,  in  the  greater  number  are  thofe  veflels,  and  the  more 
fpongy  and  flexible  alfo  are  fuch  bone.. 


It 
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It  is  poffible  from  the  degree  of  hardnefs,  with  the  afliftance  of  expe¬ 
rience,  to  determine  the  age  of  the  foetus  by  the  infpe&ion  of  its 
bones ;  but  in  proportion  as  the  body  increafes  and  waxes  old,  thefe 
differences  difappear,  and  the  more  difficult  it  becomes  to  determine 
the  precife  epoch. 

The  Scull,  which  by  degrees  acquires  fo  great  folidity,  is  in  infants 
foft  and  flexible ;  its  internal  furface  is  interfered  by  a  great  number 
of  furrows,  canals  and  inequalities  ;  and  it  is  the  continual  preffure 
Of  the  blood,  of  the  veins,  and  even  that  of  the  brain,  which  produces 
them. 

The  cavity  of  the  fcull  is  vifibly  fitted  to  the  mafs  of  the  fubftances 
which  it  contains,  and  follows  their  growth  at  every  age  of  human 
life.  Thus  the  exterior  form  of  the  brain  which  imprints  itfelf  per- 
feftly  on  the  internal  furface  of  the  fcull,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  mo¬ 
del  of  the  contours  of  the  exterior  furface. 

The  maftoidean  apophyfes  of  the  temporal  bones,  which  are  placed 
behind  the  auditory  canal,  appear  neither  in  the  foetus,  nor  during  the 
fir  ft  years  of  infancy  :  they  acquire  confiftency  and  increafe  only  with 
age.  In  women  and  perfons  who  lead  a  fedentary  life,  they  are  fmall, 
round  and  fmooth.  In  the  peafant,  on  the  contrary,  the  porter,  and 
other  perfons  inured  to  labour,  they  are  large,  covered  with  afperities, 
oblique,  bent  forward  and  downward  in  the  fame  dire&ion  with'  that  of 
the  correfponding  mufcles. 

It  is  the  preffure,  then,  of  the  mufcles,  and  that  of  the  parts  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  the  bones,  which  engrave  upon  their  furface,  and  even  in  their 
fubftance,  all  forts  of  defigns  and  furrows.  On  the  furface  of  the 
fcull  chiefly  are  to  be  found  diftin6t  marks  of  the  manner  of  life  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  party  to  whom  it  belonged. 

The  tumors  which  accidentally  take  place  near  the  bones  change 
the  form  of  the  latter  by  the  continual  preffure  they  make  on  their 
furface. 

VOL.  II. 
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There  has  been  feen,  even  in  a  grown  perfon,  an  aneurifm  formed 
in  the  thorax,  make  its  way  through  the  flernum,  and  produce  round 
the  opening  which  it  had  forced,  cavities  analogous  to  the  form  of  the 
abfcefs.  This  fkeleton  is  faid  to  be  preferved  in  the  Anatomical  Ca¬ 
binet  of  Peterfburgh.  It  may  be  concluded,  from  a  cafe  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  in  the  order  of  Nature,  fimilar  effe&s  happen  every  day,  and 
neceffarily  mull  happen  :  Gutta  cavat  lapidem . 

This  Obfervation  is  one  of  the  moll  important  for  the  Science  of 
Phyfionomies.  Mr.  Fifcher,  from  whom  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
borrow  feveral  ideas  on  this  fubjedt,  infills,  that  it  is  poffible,  from  the 
infpedlion  of  the  fcull  only,  to  difcover  at  leaf!  charatters  diflinguilhed 
by  a  peculiar  fimplicity  or  energy.  He  explains  afterwards  in  detail, 
by  means  of  the  total  form,  of  the  hardnefs,  and  the  proportions  of  the 
fcull,  the  difpofition  and  total  mafs  of  the  character  ;  and  difcovers  its 
accidental  difplay,  and  particular  difpofitions,  in  the  different  impref- 
fions  produced  on  the  bones  by  the  mufcles  of  the  face.  Hence  thofe 
infinite  differences  in  the  bones  of  the  Scull,  varied  as  endlefsly  as 
languages  and  dialedls. 

From  the  whole,  it  follows  that  the  bony  fyflem  is  the  foundation 
of  Phyliognomy,  whether  it  be  confidered  as  adling  on  the  foft  parts, 
or  adled  upon  by  thefe  fame  parts  ;  whether,  in  a  word,  we  confider 
it  as  giving  and  receiving  the  law  by  turns.  In  both  cafes  it  will  always 
be  folid,  determinate,  durable,  diftinguifhable — will  bear  the  marks 
of  what  is  moft  invariable  in  the  charadler  of  man. 

^  >(i  5fc  % 

c. 

What  anfwer  is  now  to  be  given  to  an  Anti-Phyfiognomical  Wit, 
who  has  taken  a  fancy  to  divert  himfelf  at  my  expence  ? 

‘  There  have  been  found/  fays  he,  ‘  in  the  catacombs  near  Rome,  a 
*  great  quantity  of  fkeletons,  which  have  been  taken  for  relicks  of  faints, 

4  and 
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«  and  revered  as  fuch.  Many  of  the  learned  have  fince  doubted  whe- 
<•  ther  the  catacombs  ferved  as  tombs  to  the  primitive  Chridians  and 

*  Martyrs,  and  have  even  conje&ured  that  they  may  have  been  the 

<  burying  place  of  malefa&ors  and  banditti.  This  controverfy  has 
'  greatly  difturbed  the  devotion  of  the  Faithful.  If  Phyfiognomy,5  adds 
he,  4  is  a  Science  to  be  depended  upon,  why  has  not  Lavater  been 

<  fent  for>  who,  by  the  fight  and  touch  alone,  would  have  feparated 
c  the  bones  of  the  Saint  from  thofe  of  a  Thief,  and  thus  redored  the 

c  true  relicks  to  their  former  credit. 

An  impartial  Defender  of  the  Science  of  Phyfionomies  has  anfwer- 
ed  this  Tally  in  the  following  terms.  ‘  The  idea,’  fays  he,  e  is  plea- 
4  fant  enough.  But  after  he  has  had  his  laugh  at  it,  let  him  examine 
6  a  little  the  refult  of  thefe  refearches,  fuppofing  them  to  have  taken 
4  place.  The  Phyfionomid  would  probably  have  pointed  out,  in 
4  many  of  the  bones,  and  particularly  in  thofe  of  the  head,  a  multitude 

*  0f  real  differences  which  efcaped  the  eyes  of  the  Ignorant.  And 
4  when  he  had  afterwards  claffed  the  heads,  when  he  had  fucceffively 
4  edablifhed  their  gradations,  and  made  us  fenfible  of  their  extremes 
4  by  contrad,  we  fhould  not  have  been  far,  perhaps,  from  acquiefcing 
4  in  his  hypothefes,  refpeding  the  properties  and  the  adivity  of  the 

‘  brain  which  thefe  fculls  formerly  contained. 

4  Befides,  is  it  not  well  known  that  a  great  many  banditti  have  dif- 
4  tinguifhed  themfelves  by  an  adonifhing  degree  of  fpirit  and  adivity  ? 

4  And  can  we  fay  as  much  of  mod  of  the  Saints  whofe  names  make  a 
4  fiaure  in  the  calendar  ?  The  queftion  becomes  accordingly  a  mod 
4  intricate  one  ;  and  the  Phydonomid  is  very  excufable  if  he  decline 
4  to  give  a  refolution  of  it,  and  refer  the  decifion  to  an  infallible  Judge.’ 

Thus  far  Mr.  Nicolai.  His  anfwer  is  good  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  a  fufficient  one.  Let  us  endeavour  to  place  the  fubjed  in  its 

cleared  light. 


4  To 


1 52 


FRAGMENT  TENTH. 


‘  To  difiinguifh  the  faint  from  the  robber,  by  the  fcull  merely/ 
Who  ever  pretended  it  ? 

When  you  would  form  a  judgement  of  men,  of  their  opinions  and 
their  Works,  it  feems  to  me  that  candor  requires,  firP  of  all,  that  you 
fhould  enter  into  their  views,  and  not  impute  to  them  ideas  which 
never  were  theirs. 

I  know  of  no  PhyfionomiP  who  has  advanced  the  pretenfion  which 
our  Critic  combats  ;  fure  I  am  at  leaft,  that  I  never  arrogated  it  to 
myfelf. 

I  will  maintain  it,  however,  as  a  truth  mop  eafily  to  be  demon- 
prated  :  ‘  that  the  fimple  form  of  the  fcull,  its  proportions,  its  hard- 
<  nefs  or  foftnefs,  are  fufficient  to  determine  in  the  grofs,  with  the 
‘  utmofi  certainty,  the  energy  or  the  weaknefs  of  the  chara£ter  of  the 

‘  individual  to  whom  it  belonged/ 

It  is  much  more  evident,  and  I  have  faid  it  already  more  than  once, 
that  energy  and  weaknefs  are,  in  themfelves,  neither  vices  nor  virtues. 
They  conPitute  neither  the  Saint  nor  the  Demon. 

In  a  word,  every  man  has  it  in  his  power  to  make  what  ufe  of  his 
faculties  he  thinks  proper,  and  may  employ  his  Prength,  as  his  wealth, 
to  the  benefit  or  the  detriment  of  Society ;  and  one  may  with  the 
fame  Pock  of  wealth  become  a  Saint  or  a  Demon.  Finally,  the  ufe 
of  the  pofitive  force  is  as  arbitrary  as  that  of  the  natural  force  with 
which  a  man  is  endowed  from  his  birth  ;  and,  as  of  a  hundred  Rich 
men  ninety  nine  will  not  become  Saints,  fo  likewife,  of  a  hundred 
men  born  with  a  primitive  force  clearly  decided,  fcarce  will  one  make 

the  ufe  of  it  to  which  it  was  dePined. 

When  there  is  found,  then,  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  fcull  traces  of  great 
folidity,  it  is  unwarrantable  immediately  to  conclude,  4  That  fuch  a 
4  one  was  a  Highwayman  /  but  you  will  rilk  nothing  in  affirming, 
‘  That  you  difcover  in  it  a  fuperabundance  of  impulfive  force,  which, 

‘  unlefs  you  fuppofe  at  the  fame  time  certain  rePri&ions  and  modifica¬ 
tions, 


OF  THE  HUMAN  SCULL. 


153 


*  tions,  renders  it  extremely  probable  that  this  man  had  the  fpirit  of 
c  conqued — that  he  was  the  General  of  an  Army,  a  Conqueror,  a  Ce- 
e  far — or  a  highwayman,  a  Cartouche  :  that,  in  certain  circumdances 
‘  he  would  have  a£led  in  fuch  a  manner  ;  that,  in  a  different  fituation 
‘  he  would  have  taken  other  fpecific  meafures  ;  but  always  with  the 
‘  fame  violence  and  impetuofity,  always  as  a  Defpot  and  a  Conqueror.’ 

Thus  one  may  be  able  to  fay,  on  infpe£ting  the  bones  of  certain 
fculls,  c  That  the  texture,  the  form,  the  foftnefs  of  their  parts,  evident- 

*  ly  indicate  a  feeble  fubje£t,  endowed  only  with  the  faculty  of  con- 
c  ceiving  ideas,  and  deflitute  of  all  impulfive  force  or  creative  energy. 
‘  — That  in  fuch  a  conjun£ture  perfons  whofe  fculls  are  thus  condru&ed 
£  would  have  a£ted  feebly ;  that  they  would  have  been  naturally  as 

*  incapable  of  refilling  flrong  temptations,  as  of  forming  great  enter- 
‘  prizes.  In  the  world  they  would  have  become  coquettes,  libertines 
f  in  private  life,  and  falfe  devotees  in  a  convent.’ 

The  fame  force,  the  fame  fenfibility,  the  fame  conception,  produce 
effe&s  and  receive  impredions  which  vary  without  end. 

This  enables  us  to  conceive,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  that 
prededination  and  free  will  may  be  allied  in  the  fame  fubje£l. 

Condudt  a  man  of  the  moft  ordinary  underllanding  to  a  charnel 
home  ;  point  out  to  him  the  difference  of  the  fculls,  and  he  will  foon 
difeover,  or  at  lead  feel,  after  what  you  fhall  have  told  him  :  c  that 
4  one  announces  energy,  and  another  weaknefs ;  this  obllinacy,  and 
‘  that  levity.’ 

Find  there  by  chance  the  fcull  of  a  Cefar,  that  of  a  Michael-An- 
gelo  ;  who  would  be  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  difeover  in  it  the  chara&er- 
iftic  expreffion  of  extraordinary  energy,  of  firmnefs  not  to  be  fhaken  ? 
And,  notwithdanding  their  differences,  mud  we  not  aferibe  to  them 
equally  an  induence  more  decilive,  effe&s  more  durable  than  thofe 
which  could  have  been  produced  by  a  fcull  fmooth  and  half-oval? 
Vol.  II.  Qjq  And 
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And  the  Scull  of  Charles  XII.  with  what  chara&ers  muft  it  not 
have  been  impreffed  ?  How  different  undoubtedly  is  it  from  that  of 
his  Hiftorian  Voltaire  P  Compare  the  fcull  of  Judas  Ifcariot  with  that 
of  Chrift  by  Holbein — and  do  you  afk,  which  is  the  traitor?  where 
is  innocence  betrayed  P — Can  you  hefitate  ?  no,  certainly. 

It  is  not  difficult  without  doubt  to  pronouce  between  two  heads 
exceedingly  different,  between  that  of  a  highwayman  and  that  of  a 
Saint.  The  differences  are  too  ffriking  in  this  cafe,  to  permit  the  per- 
fon  who  has  caught  them  to  draw  vanity  from  it,  and  to  flatter  him- 
felf  that  he  is  able  to  diftinguifh  in  general  the  Saint  from  the  Robber, 
by  means  of  the  fcull  only. 

I  fhall  finifh  this  article  by  mentioning  an  hiftorical  trait  known  to 
the  whole  world.  There  were  found  formerly  on  the  field  of  battle 
the  bones  which  remained  there  many  years  after  the  combat,  and  the 
diftinftion  was  even  then  fenfible  between  the  fculls  of  the  effeminate 
Mede  and  the  warlike  Perfian.  The  fame  thing  has,  I  believe,  been  faid 
of  the  Swifs  and  Burgundians  ;  and  this  will  prove,  at  lead,  that  it  has 
been  deemed  poffible  to  difcover  fimply  by  the  infpeftion  of  the  fcull, 
the  difference  of  the  manner  of  life,  and  that  of  the  feveral  powers  of 
different  nations,  and  to  diftinguifh  one  people  from  another. 

*  *  * r  *  *  *  * 

D.  ADVICE  TO  THE  PHYSIONOMIST  RESPECTING  THE  IMPORTANCE 

OF  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  SCULL. 

The  intelligent  Phyfionomift  ought  therefore  to  bend  his  whole 
attention  to  the  form  of  the  head.  He  ought  to  apply  himfelf  to  ob- 
ferve,  to  determine  the  firft  form  of  that  of  infants,  to  follow  it 
through  the  infinite  and  relative  changes  which  it  undergoes.  He 
ought  to  perfe£t  himfelf  in  this  ftudy  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  able  to 
fay,  at  firft  fight  of  the  head  of  a  new-born  infant,  one  of  fix  months, 

or 
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or  of  one  or  two  years  old,  ‘  In  fuch  a  given  cafe  this  bony  fyflem 
c  will  form  and  defign  itfelf  in  fuch  a  manner.’  He  mult  be  able  at 
fight  of  the  fcull  of  a  young  man  of  ten,  of  twelve,  of  twenty  four 
years,  to  fay,  4  that  fcull  had  fuch  a  form  eight,  ten,  or  twenty  years 
4  ago — and  unlefs  fome  extraordinary  accident  happen,  it  will  affume 
fuch  another  form  eight,  ten,  or  twenty  years  hence.’  He  ought  to 
be  fufficiently  acquainted  with  individual  forms  to  forefee  in  the  in¬ 
fant,  what  the  youth  will  be,  and  in  the  youth  the  full-grown  man  ; 
and  reciprocally  the  youth  in  the  adult,  the  infant  in  the  youth,  the 

new-born  child  in  him  who  has  reached  the  fecond  year,  the  embryo 
in  the  infant  at  the  bread. 

He  ought  and  the  time  will  come  when  he  fhall  be  able  to  do  this. 

#  And  then  Phyfiognomy  will  be  fupported  by  its  natural  bafis ;  then 
it  will  take  deep  root,  and  become  like  a  tree  on  which  the  fowls  of 
heaven  build  their  neds,  and  under  the  (hade  of  which  the  wifed  and 
bed:  of  men  come  to  repofe  themfelves  and  to  adore.  Hitherto  our 
fcience  is  only  a  fingle  grain  of  feed,  which  is  thrown  away  becaufe 
its  value  is  not  underdood. 

Ye  who  adore  the  Infinite  Wifdom  which  forms  and  difpofes  all 

things,  O,  flop  for  a  moment  longer  to  contemplate  with  me  the  fcull 
of  man ! 

We  difcover  in  that  fcull,  dripped  of  its  covering,  the  fame  varie¬ 
ties  which  manifefl  themfelves  in  the  whole  external  form  of  man. 
The  fequel  will  exhibit  proofs  of  it,  and  will  evince,  that  with  it  pro¬ 
perly  we  mud  begin,  if  the  Science  of  Phyfionomies  be  any  thing 
more  than  a  fimple  amufement,  if  it  is  to  become  a  benefit  to  Society; 
and  men  will  be  convinced  that  the  infpeftion  of  the  bones  of  the 
fcull,  of  their  form,  and  contour,  fpeak,  if  not  every  thing,  at  leaf! 
mod  frequently,  much  more  than  all  the  red. 

******* 
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E.  OF  THE  SCULLS  OF  INFANTS. 

You  may  diftinguiffi  at  once  the  defign  of  an  infant's  fcull,  though 
detached  from  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  confound  it  with  that  of  a  grown  perfon.  It  would  be  necefiary 
only,  for  the  painter  to  attend  more  to  the  expreffion  of  every  effen- 
tial  quality,  and  be  carefully  on  his  guard  againft  generalizing  what 
oucffit  to  be  characterized — -a  fault  into  which  Painters  and  fo  many 

t> 

pretended  Phyhonomifls  are  every  day  falling. 

There  are  difcoverable,  then,  in  the  head  of  an  infant,  chara£lers 
fufficient  to  diftinguiffi  it  from  that  of  every  other  individual  .of  the 
human  fpecies ;  and  thefe  diftin&ive  figns  refide  as  well  in  the  affem- 
blage  and  form  of  the  whole,  as  in  every  part  taken  feparately. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  head  of  the  infant  is  much  too  large  in 
relation  to  the  reft  of  the  body,  and  that  this  difproportion  is  parti¬ 
cularly  apparent  in  an  infant  newly  born,  or  one  that  has  not  feen 
the  light.  In  like  manner,  on  comparing  the  fculls  of  the  foetus,  the 
infant  and  the  grown  perfon,  it  will  be  found,  if  I  am  not  deceived, 
that  the  part  of  the  fcull  which  contains  the  brain,  is  larger  than  thofe 
which  form  the  reft  of  the  face  and  the  jaws  ;  it  is  this,  I  believe, 
which  ufually  makes  the  forehead  in  children,  efpecially  the  upper 
part  of  it,  fo  very  prominent.  The  bones  of  the  two  jaws,  and  the 
teeth  of  which  they  contain  the  germ,  unfold  themfelves  more  at 
leifure,  and  arrive  at  perfection  by  a  flower  procefs.  The  lower 
part  of  the  head,  in  general,  increafes  more  than  the  upper,  till  it  has 
attained  its  full  growth.  The  mafloidean  apophyfes,  and  fome  others 
which  are  placed  behind  and  under  the  ear,  appear  not  till  after  the 
birth.  The  fame  obfervation  applies  to  moft  of  the  pituitary  finufes, 
w7hich  are  to  be  found  in  the  fubftance  of  the  jaws.  The  conical 
figure  of  thefe  bones,  the  number  of  angles,  of  edges,  and  epiphyfes 
which  compose  one  and  the  fame  body  wiih  them,  the  continual  play 
of  the  mufcles  which  are  attached  to  thefe  folid  protuberances,  are 

fufficient 


OF  THE  HUMAN  SCULL. 


157 


fufficient  to  explain  with  eafe  thofe  accretions  and  changes  which  the 
bony  and  rounded  cavity  of  the  brain  no  longer  admits  of  from  the 
moment  it  is  inclofed  on  all  fides,  and  the  feams  are  confolidated. 

This  unequal  growth  of  the  two  principal  parts  of  the  fcull,  for  I 
muft  not  flop  to  obferve  feparately  every  part,  and  every  one  of  the 
bones  of  the  head,  this  inequality,  I  fay,  muft  neceffarily  produce  great 
differences  in  the  whole.  To  which  might  be  farther  added,  thofe 
which  arife  from  the  edges,  ridges,  angles  and  windings,  refulting  from 
the  action  of  the  mufcles. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  anterior  part  of  the  face  will  lengthen  and 
pufh  forward,  under  the  forehead ;  and,  as  the  lateral  parts,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  temporal  bones,  will  retire  more  in  proportion  as  they  offify 
and  unfold  themfelves,  the  fcull,  which  in  the  foetus  tapered  down¬ 
ward  in  form  of  a  pear,  will  foon  lofe  that  figure. 

The  frontal  and  pituitary  ftnufes  too  are  not  formed  till  after  the 
birth  ;  for  which  reafon,  we  never  fee  in  infants  any  elevation  above 
the  nofe,  nor  above  the  eye-brows. 

The  fame  thing  may  fometimes  be  remarked  in  grown  perfons,  when 
thefe  cavities  are  entirely  wanting  or  too  fmall.  In  general,  they 
vary  exceedingly. 

The  nofe  likewife  undergoes  great  changes  ;  But  I  know  not  what 
fhare  the  bones  have  in  all  its  pi  ogreflive  variations,  this  part  being 
almoft  entirely  cartilaginous.  All  this  would  require  an  accurate 
comparifon  of  many  fculls,  and  heads  of  children,  and  of  grown  perfons 
of  all  acres ;  or  rather  of  one  head  with  itfelf  at  different  acres  which 
we  fhall  be  enabled  to  perform  by  means  of  ftlhouettes.  A  feries  of 
heads  traced  in  this  manner  through  the  different  ftages  of  life,  would 
be  a  moft  interefting  fubjeft  of  inveftigation  to  an  Obferver. 
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Here  are  feveral  fculls  of  infants.  The  upper  part  of  the  vignette 
reprefents  that  of  a  child  three  years  and  a  half  old.  It  is  remarka¬ 
ble  for  the  Angularity  of  that  arched  outline,  which  extends  from  the 
hollow  of  the  nofe  down  to  the  tip  of  the  chin.  Had  this  head  been 
permitted  to  attain  its  full  growth,  the  female  to  whom  it  belonged 
would  probably  have  been  very  judicious,  but  fomewhat  of  a  goflip. 

Below  I  prefent  the  figure  of  the  fculls  of  two  infants  from  four  to 
five  months  old.  You  perceive  at  the  firft  glance,  the  imperfection 
of  all  the  bony  parts,  and  particularly  that  of  the  temporal  bones,  and 
of  the  two  jaws.  The  progrefs  of  Nature  in  her  productions,  is  only 
in  proportion  as  they  become  necefifary. 
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G.  DIFFERENCE  OF  SCULLS  RELATIVELY  TO  SEXES  AND 

NATIONS. 

Mr.  de  Fifcher  has  publifhed  a  very  interefting  Differtation,  the 
object  of  which  is,  to  point  out  the  difference  of  the  bones  relatively 
to  Sex  and  Nation.  I  fhall  extradf  fome  paffages  from  it. 

The  examination  and  comparifon  of  the  internal  and  external  ftruc- 
ture  of  heads,  furnifh  alone  an  eafy  method  of  diftinguifhing  the  fculls 
of  one  fex  from  thofe  of  the  other.  Labour  and  ftrenoth  are  afTicmed 

O  O 

to  man ;  beauty  was  referved  for  woman,  whom  her  form  calls  to  the 
propagation  of  the  fpecies.  You  difcover  accordingly,  in  the  bones 
of  the  male,  the  figns  of  vigor  and  force  ;  his  fkeleton  and  fcull  are 
more  eahly  analyzed,  as,  in  general,  features  bold  and  (frongly  mark¬ 
ed  are  more  eafily  hit,  than  fuch  as  are  weak  and  lefs  finifhed. 

The  ftrudture  of  the  bony  fyftem  in  general,  and  that  of  the  fcull 
in  particular,  is  evidently  more  folid  in  man  than  in  woman.  The 
fkeleton  of  the  one  increafes  in  breadth  and  thicknefs  from  the 
haunches  up  to  the  fhoulders.  Broad  (boulders  and  a  fquare  figure 
announce,  then,  robufl:  conftitutions.  The  fkeleton  of  the  other,  on 
the  contrary,  diminifhes  as  it  afcends,  becomes  finaller  and  more  (len¬ 
der  in  the  upper  part,  and  aimed  always  terminates  in  a  round. 
Some  of  her  bones  are  even  more  delicate,  more  fmooth,  (leeker 
and  more  rounded  ;  they  have  ligaments  lefs  (trong,  fewer  edges,  and 
angles  lefs  projedting. 

We  may  likewife  appeal  to  the  authority  of  Santorin  in  favor  of 
the  difference  of  fculls  in  the  two  fexes.  4  The  cavities  of  the  mouth, 
‘  of  the  palate,  and  of  all  the  parts  which  compofe  the  exterior  organ 
*  of  fpeech,  are,  according  to  him,  finaller  in  women  than  in  men; 

‘  their  chin  is  narrower  and  rounder ;  and  confequently  more  analo- 
4  gous  to  the  hollow  of  the  mouth.’ 

The  roundnefs  of  the  fcull  and  its  angular  form  ought  then,  in 
general,  to  be  confidered  in  Phyfiognomy  as  an  effential  prognoflic  : 

they 


} 


160  FRAGMENT  TENTH. 

they  may  become  the  fource  of  a  multitude  of  particular  obfervations. 
The  work  of  Mr.  de  Fifcher  furnifhes  examples  and  proofs  of  it. 

There  is  no  perfedt  refemblance  between  one  man  and  another,  nei¬ 
ther  in  the  external  ftrudture,  nor  in  the  internal  ftrudture  of  the  parts 
of  their  body.  The  fame  thing  holds  with  refpedt  to  the  bony  fyftem  ; 
there  exifts  a  difference  between  its  parts,  not  only  in  different  nations, 
but  alfo  amongft  perfons  the  moff  nearly  related  to  one  another— 
though  in  the  fame  family,  and  the  fame  nation,  the  differences  are 
not  fo  clearly  marked,  as  in  nations  far  removed  from  each  other, 
and  in  perfons  whofe  manner  of  life  is  entirely  different.  The  more 
clofely  men  are  allied  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and  thofe  of  fociety — the 
more  they  referable  one  another  in  language,  way  of  living,  manners, 
in  a  word,  by  the  conformation  of  the  exterior  parts,  as  far  as  they 
are  fufceptible  of  modification  by  accidental  caufes.  For  this  reafon 
a  kind  of  refemblance  is  obfervable  between  nations  who  maintain  an 
intercourfe  commercial  and  political.  Their  form  is,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  affimilated,  through  the  influence  of  climate,  the  power  of  imi¬ 
tation  and  of  habit ;  fprings  which  aT  fo  powerfully  on  the  nature  of 
the  body,  and  that  of  the  mind,  in  other  words,  on  our  faculties,  vi- 
fible  and  concealed.  This  affimilation,  however,  deftroys  not  the 
national  charadler,  which  remains  {fill  the  fame,  and  which  it  is  often 
eafier  to  perceive  than  to  defcribe. 

I  leave  to  the  refearches  and  obfervations  of  a  man  of  genius  like 
Mr.  Camper,  a  fubjedi  Hill  involved  in  fo  much  obfcurity.  I  frankly 
acknowledge,  that  I  want  the  ability,  leifure  and  opportunity  which 
are  requifite  to  the  elucidation  of  it,  by  new  and  important  difco- 
veries. 

Without  entering  into  the  minute  differences  of  the  homologous 
bones  of  differen  tnations,  I  reftricl;  myfelf  to  fome  examples  drawn 
from  the  conformation  of  the  Whole,  in  Nations  very  remote  from 
one  another,  which  will  evince,  that  though  it  be  undoubtedly  the 
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form  of  the  face  which  more  efpecially  preferves  the  ftamp  of  the 
particular  chai after  of  every  nation,  receiving  better  the  impreflion 
of  the  mind ;  neverthelefs,  the  diverfity  of  force,  of  firmnefs,  of 
ftrufture,  and  even  of  proportion  between  the  parts  of  the  fkeleton, 
manifeft  fomething  of  thefe  charafteriftic  differences  of  nations. 

The  fcull  of  a  Dutchman,  for  example,  is  more  rounded  in  every 
fenfe  ;  the  bones  of  it  are  broader,  more  uniform,  have  fewer  curves, 
and,  in  general  have  the  form  of  an  arch  lefs  flattened  on  the  fides. 

The  fcull  of  the  Calmuck  has  an  appearance  much  more  rude  and 
coarfe ;  it  is  flattened  a-top,  prominent  on  the  fides,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  firm  and  compaft ;  the  face  is  broad  and  flat. 

That  of  the  Ethiopian  is  ereft  and  ftiff,  fuddenly  narrowed  toward 
the  top,  fharpened  above  the  eyes,  projefting  below,  elevated  and 
globular  in  the  hinder  part. 

The  forehead  of  the  Calmuck  is  flat  and  low,  that  of  the  Ethio¬ 
pian  higher  and  more  fharpened.  And  in  Europeans  the  vault  of  the 
hind-head  is  more  arched,  and  rounded  in  form  of  a  globe,  than  in 
the  Negro,  and  the  African  in  general. 

«  i 

*  *  *  *  *  #  * 

addition. 

1  he  fculls  prefented  on  the  annexed  plate,  belonged  to  fubjefts  of 
different  nations. 

1.  Is  that  of  a  German  ;  every  thing  about  it  bears  the  imprefs  of 
a  European  head,  and- it  fenfibly  differs  from  the  three  which  follow. 
The  hinder  part  is  thicker,  the  fore  part  more  flender ;  the  forehead 
better  arched  than  the  others,  is  neither  too  ftraight  nor  too  round. 
The  individual  to  whom  it  belonged  was  neither  a  fimpleton  nor  a 
genius ;  he  was  of  a  charafter,  cold,  reflefting  and  aftive. 
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2.  Is  the  fcull  of  an  Indian  ;  it  is  eafily  diftinguifhable  from  the 
firft.  The  crown  of  the  head  is  more  pointed,  the  hind-head  more 
fhortened,  the  bones  of  the  jaw,  and  of  the  whole  face,  infinitely 
thicker.  A  fcull  thus  conformed  announces  a  perfon  whofe  appetites 
are  grofs  and  fenfual,  and  incapable  of  being  affe&ed  by  mental 
pleafure  and  delicacy  of  feeling. 

That  of  the  African,  3.  differs  from  both  the  preceding  in  the 
hind-head,  which  is  much  narrower,  and  by  the  fize  of  the  bone, 
which  ferves  as  its  bafe;  befides,  the  bone  of  the  nofe  is  too  fhort, 
and  the  fockets  of  the  teeth  advance  too  much ;  hence  that  little  flat 
nofe,  and  thofe  thick  lips,  which  are  natural  to  all  the  nations  of  Af¬ 
rica.  I  am  particularly  ftruck  with  the  fenfible  difproportion  be¬ 
tween  the  forehead  and  the  reft  of  the  profile.  That  excepted,  the 
arch  of  the  forehead  confidered  by  itfelf,  bears  not  that  chara&er  of 
ftupidity  which  is  manifeft  in  the  other  parts  of  the  head. 

The  Nomade  Tartar,  or  Calmuck,  4.  The  forehead  has  a  refem- 
blance  to  that  of  the  monkey,  not  by  its  fituation,  but  by  its  flatnefs: 
The  orbits  of  the  eyes  are  very  much  funk ;  and  the  bones  of  the 
nofe  fo  fhort  and  fo  flat,  that  it  fcarcely  proje&s  beyond  the  adjoining 
bones.  That  of  the  chin  is  more  pointed  and  prominent,  but  at  the 
fame  time  fo  fmall,  that  it  produces  in  the  whole  an  outline  bending 
inward,  the  effeft  of  which  is  very  difagreeable.  The  curves  of  the 
other  three  faces  are  much  more  prominent.  A  flat  forehead  and 
funk  eyes  generally  pafs  for  figns  of  cowardice  and  rapacity.  Reader, 
keep  in  remembrance  an  inconteftable  truth,  which  experience,  by  a 
thoufand  examples,  has  confirmed :  4  That  every  remarkable  conca- 
4  vity  in  the  profile  of  the  head,  and  confequently  in  its  form,  denotes 
4  weaknefs  of  mind:  it  feems  as  if  this  part  were  finking  in  fearch  of 
*  fupport,  as  a  feeble  confiitution  naturally  feeks  to  prop  itfelf  by  fo- 
4  reign  aid.’ 
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We  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  plate.  It  contains  five 
fculls  drawn  after  Vefal,  1. 

It  was  of  importance  for  me  to  know  if  among  fo  many  Authors 
who  have  written  on  Anatomy,  there  were  none  who  had  thought  of 
examining  the  difference  of  fculls,  in  order  to  deduce  from  thence 
confequences  refpe&ing  the  character,  or  to  determine  the  proportions 
of  their  contours.  I  have  made  the  moft  accurate  refearches  into  this 
fubjeCt;  I  have  confulted  our  moft  celebrated  Phyficians,  fuch  as 
Geffner  and  Haller ;  and  the  refult  of  my  inveftigation  is  reduced  to 
the  palfage  from  Vefal  which  1  am  going  to  quote,  and  to  the  five 
fculls  the  drawing  of  which  I  have  got  copied,  2. 

According  to  this  Author,  the  form  of  the  fcull,  a .  is  the  only 
one  that  is  natural ;  it  has  the  figure  of  a  lengthened  fpheroid,  flat¬ 
tened  on  both  fides,  projecting  before  and  behind. 

I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to  call  this  form  the  only  natural  one ;  I  am 
even  perfuaded  that  there  are  feveral  fculls  whofe  contours  are  more 
beautiful,  more  fymmetrical,  and  which  announce  more  intelligence. 
For  example,  if  the  forehead  inclined  more  backward,  and  the  fculi 
were  a  little  more  elevated  and  more  arched — it  certainly  would  gain 
confiderably,  though,  even  in  its  prefent  ftate,  it  promifes  a  cha¬ 
racter  profound  and  judicious. 

Vefal  diftinguifhes  feveral  kinds  of  fculls,  whofe  form  is  defect¬ 
ive. 

e  1.  That  whofe  anterior  arch  is  not  fufficiently  prominent.’  Such 
is  the  fcull  e.  which,  confidering  the  flattened  contour  of  the  coronal, 
muft  have  been  that  of  an  ideot. 

‘  2.  The  forms,  b .  whofe  anterior  protuberances  are  irregular.’ 
The  hinder  part  of  this  head  is  (till  more  fo ;  it  would  be  lefs  defect¬ 
ive 
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ive  if  the  coronal  were  more  contrafled  toward  the  root  of  the  nofe, 
if  it  were  more  ftrongly  marked,  and  lefs  rounded. 

s  The  defeftive  fculls  of  the  third  fort,  c.  have  protuberances  nei- 
e  ther  behind  nor  before.’  And  undoubtedly  this  head  is  that  of  an 
ideot  from  the  birth  ;  it  is  perceptible  efpecially  from  the  teeth,  and 
the  relation  of  thofe  in  the  upper  jaw  to  the  chin. 

e  In  a  word,  the  form  of  face  d.  is  not  natural,  inafmuch  as  the  two 
c  protuberances  are  found  on  the  hides,  inftead  of  being  placed  before 
‘  and  behind.’  If  the  profile  of  this  forehead  were  entirely  perpen¬ 
dicular,  and  retired  lefs  in  the  under  part,  it  would  not  be  ftupid. 
What  renders  it  fo,  is  the  angle  which  the  forehead  forms  with  the 
bone  of  the  nofe. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  remarkable  deformities ;  to  which  may  be  ad¬ 
ded,  the  fculls  whofe  profile  is  round  or  perpendicular  ;  thofe  which 
are  flat  before,  and  too  funk  or  too  elevated  a-top,  3. 
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1.  Ve sal— His  portrait  merits  the  attention  of  an  enlightened  Phy- 
fionomift.  That  firm  and  decided  charaaer,  that  penetrating  look, 
that  nofe  which  alone  announces  a  judgement  mature  and  folid,  or 
rather,  which  is  infeparable  from  profound  undemanding— how  rare¬ 
ly  are  fimilar  features  to  be  found  1  This  fine  phyfionomy  has  con¬ 
veyed  to  me  the  fatisfaaion  which  I  always  feel  at  fight  of  a  great 
man,  nay,  of  his  very  image.  Does  not  the  ftudy  of  a  good  man’s 
features  in  effeft  procure  a  joy  pure  and  divine? 

2.  The  five  figures  of  fculls  prefented  under  this  numeric  chara£ler 
are  taken  from  the  Anatomical  Theatre  of  Cafpar  Bauhin:  but  through 
a  want  of  accuracy,  which  is  undoubtedly  to  be  imputed  to  the  defign- 
er,  that  form  which  according  to  the  Author  is  moft  perfe£l,  is  at  lead 
as  irregular  and  as  defedive  as  the  other  four.  Not  only  is  it  quite 
flat  toward  the  fummit,  but  there  has  been  fuperadded  a  cavity  a-top, 
which  renders  Hill  more  fhocking  that  flatnefs  of  itfelf  already  fo  dif- 
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gufting.  Thefe  are  not  the  only  faults  I  could  point  out,  but  I  fatisfy 
rayfelf  with  remarking,  that  Anatomifts  and  Defigners  of  the  greateft 
ability  have  not  paid  fufficient  attention  to  the  difference  of  fculls, 
though  it  be  fo  ftriking  and  fo  effential. 

3.  Verum  Galenus  alibi,  hanc  figuram  excogitari  quidem,  non 
autem  in  rerum  natura  confiftere  poffe  affirmat,  quamvis  interim  Ve- 
netiis  puer  multis  partibus  deformis,  exadmodum  amens,  hac  figura 
hodie  confpiciatur.  Imo,  apud  Bononienfes  mendicus  obambulat, 
cui  caput  quadratum,  fed  latius  paulo  quam  longius  contigit.  Praeter- 
ea  Genuae  puellus  annos  natus  forte  tres,  a  mendica  oftiatim  circum- 
latus  eft,  et  paulo  poft  in  nobliflima  Belgarum  Brabantia  ab  hiftrio- 
nibus  fuit  propofitus,  cujus  caput  in  utrumque  latus  protuberans  duo- 
bus  virorum  capitibus  grandius  exftitit. 

Genuenfium,  continues  our  Author ,  et  magis  adhuc  Giaecorum  et 
Turcarum  capita,  globi  fere  imaginem  exprimunt,  ad  hanc  quoque 
(quam  illorum  non  pauci  elegantem  et  capitis,  quibus  varie  utuntur, 
tegumentis  accomodam  cenfent)  obftetricibus,  nonunquam  magna 
matrum  folicidudine  opem  ferentibus.  Germani  vero  compreffo 
plerumque  occipitio  et  lato  capite  fpe£tantur,  quod  pueri  in  cunis 
dorfo  Temper  incumbant.  Belgis  oblongiora  caeteris  propemodum 
refervantur  permanentve  capita,  quod  matres  fuos  puerulos  fafciis  in¬ 
volutes  in  latere  et  temporibus  potiftimum  dormire  finant*. 

*  Galen  however  in  another  part  of  his  writings  affirms,  that  fuch  a  figure  may  exift  i:i  idea,  but  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things,  though  at  Venice,  a  male  child  in  many  refpe&s  deformed,  and  entirely  deltitute  of  reafon,  may 
be  feen  at  this  day,  of  this  very  figure.  At  Bologna  too  there  is  a  well  known  beggar  with  a  fquare  head,  but 
fomewhat  broader  than  long.  Befides,  there  was  a  little  boy,  perhaps  about  three  years  old,  carried  about  from 
door  to  door  in  Genoa  by  a  beggar  woman,  and  afterwards  exhibited  by  itinerant  players  all  over  Brabant,  whofc 
head,  having  a  huge  protuberance  on  either  fide,  was  larger  than  the  heads  of  two  men. 

The  heads  of  the  Genoefe,  continues  our  Author ,  and  Hill  more  thofe  of  the  Greeks  and  Turks,  neatly  refemble 
the  figure  of  a  globe,  to  produce  which  form  (not  a  few  of  them  confidering  it  as  perfe£tly  elegant,  and  adapted 
to  the  various  integuments  of  the  head  in  ufe  among  them)  the  midwives  fometimes  exert  themfelves,  piomp 
ted  by  the  great  anxiety  of  the  mothers  on  this  fubjedt.  The  Germans,  on  the  contrary,  are  generally  remarkable 
for  a  breadth  of  fcull,  and  compreffed  hind-head,  becaufe  when  children  in  the  cradle  they  always  fleep  on  the 
back.  The  heads  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  continue  through  life  more  oblong  than  thofe  of  other 
nations,  becaufe  mothers  accuftom  their  infants  to  fleep  on  the  fide  and  temples,  wrapt  up  in  Twaddling  clothes. 

I  allow 
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I  allow  that  forced  preflures  and  pofitions  may  have  an  influence  on 
the  form  of  the  head,  and  confequently  on  the  intelligence  and  capa¬ 
city  of  the  child ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  I  likewife  believe,  that  the 
violent  preflure,  which  is  unavoidable  even  in  the  eafteft  labours, 
does  no  real  injury  to  the  principal  form.  The  natural  elafticity  of  the 
parts  repairs  every  thing,  and  reftores  the  order  of  the  whole.  What 
has  not  the  nofe  to  undergo  in  the  birth,  a  fubftance  ftill  fo  foft?  Its 
elafticity,  however,  is  fufftcient  to  re-eftablifh  it.  May  it  not  be  con^ 
eluded  from  thence,  that  if  a  cartilage  fo  delicate  can  recover  from 
the  compreflions  which  it  undergoes — much  greater  efforts  mult  be 
necefiary  irrecoverably  to  derange  the  folidity  and  elafticity  of  the 
fcull.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  refpedting  the  falls  and  blows  to 
which  moft  children  are  liable,  without  any  injury  to  the  brain  or  the 
form  of  the  forehead.  It  muft  be  admitted,  however,  that  ftupidity 
in  children  is  often  the  effedt  of  the  unmerciful  chaftifements  which 
parents  and  fchoolmafters  fo  abfurdly  employ. 

Our  Author  remarks  elfewhere;  #Quod  non  naturales  vocatae  capi¬ 
tis  effigies  etiam  in  egregie  prudentibus  (quandoquidem  fcilicet  cere¬ 
brum  nulla  propria  admodum  indigeat  figura)  interdum  fpedlentur ; 
etiamft  tales  calvariae,  ac  potifllmum  futurarum  fpecie  a  naturali  for¬ 
ma  differentes,  nobis  in  coemiteriis  perquam  varo  fefe  offerant,  ut 
profedto  fubinde  forfan  occurrerent,  ft  Alpium  quae  Italiam  fpedlant, 
accolarum  coemiteria  ferutaremur,  quum  illos  homines  non  didtis 
modo  capitis  figuris,  fed  longe  etiam  magis  diferepantibus,  deformes 
efle  audiamus. 

0 

*  Thofe  forms  of  the  head  called  non-natural  are  fometimes  found  to  belong  to  perfons  of  fuperior  wifdom ; 
for  the  brain  needs  no  certain  and  appropriated  figure ;  though  fuch  fculls,  and  efpecially  in  the  appearance  of  the 
futures,  different  from  the  natural,  feldom  prefent  themfelves  to  obfervation  in  our  church-yards,  as  would  per¬ 
haps  now  and  then  be  the  cafe,  were  we  to  examine  the  burying-places  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  on  the  fide 
next  to  Italy,  as  we  are  allured  thefe  people  have  not  only  thofe  deformities  of  the  head  which  have  been  already 
mentioned,  but  others  ftill  more  widely  different  from  the  natural  figure. 


H.  Here 


Here  are  the  filhouettes  of  the  bony  part  of  three  heads.  Smile 
or  not  as  you  pleafe,  they  prefent  fa&s.  You  fee  here  neither  mien, 
nor  features,  nor  motion,  and  yet  thefe  three  fculls  are  not  for  that 
lefs  expreflive.  To  deftroy  thefe  fa&s,  it  would  be  necefiary  to  pro¬ 
duce  others  which  prove  the  contrary.  Every  other  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  is  unworthy  of  the  Sage,  unworthy  of  every  one  who  loves 
truth,  and  is  incompatible  with  found  Philofophy. 

This  is  the  judgement  I  would  pronounce  on  thefe  fculls;  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  infallible,  becaufe  it  is  di&ated  by  experience. 

No.  i,  is  the  moft  acute  and  at  the  fame  time  the  weakeft.  You 
evidently  perceive  in  it  the  chara6ter  of  a  woman  naturally  attentive 
to  little  things,  to  neatnefs  and  accuracy,  under  the  dominion  of  ava¬ 
rice  and  a  reftlefs  fpirit,  and  deftitute  of  fagacity  except  in  trifles. 

No.  2,  though  of  a  delicate  conftitution,  has  however  neither  the 
weaknefs  nor  the  littlenefs  of  the  preceding. 

No.  3.  is  a  male  fcull.  You  obferve  in  it  the  frontal  finufes,  which 
are  rarely  or  never  to  be  found  in  the  female  fcull.  This  chara&er 

is  the  frankeft.'the  moft  fincere  and  moft  judicious  of  the  three _ 

without  being  a  genius  of  the  firft,  nor  even  of  the  fecond  order. 

I.  The 
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The  firft  profile,  taken  as  a  whole  and  compared  with  the  fecond, 
is  too  perpendicular,  and  bears  upon  it  the  indication  of  want  of  un¬ 
demanding  and  delicacy.  But  this  defe£l  is  in  fome  meafure  effaced 
by  the  chin,  and  by  the  angle  which  the  nofe  forms  with  the  forehead. 
The  Obferver  will  prefently  difcover,  in  the  outline  extending  from 
the  root  of  the  nofe  up  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  the  expreffion  of 
obftinacy  deftitute  of  energy. 

The  other  profile  is  very  different  from  the  firft.  You  diftinguifh 
in  it  the  defign  of  a  great  acquiline  nofe,  fingular  force  in  the  pitui¬ 
tary  finufes  of  the  forehead,  much  coarfenefs  in  the  lengthened  under 
part  of  the  face  ;  little  delicacy  and  referve  ms  an  air  infipid,  harfh 
and  infenfible  ;  a  mixture  of  malice,  cunning  and  ftupidity. 
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1.  Is  the  fcull  of  an  old  man  who  was  beheaded;  it  is  chiefly  re¬ 
markable  for  the  protuberances  of  the  jugular  bone,  and  its  pointed, 
angular  chin.  The  forehead  is  ordinary  without  being  ignoble,  and 
indicates  quicknefs  of  conception. 

2.  Another  head  of  a  decapitated  old  man,  whofe  fcull  is  in  itfelf 
of  an  extraordinary  thicknefs.  The  outline  of  the  forehead  would 
be  admirable,  were  it  drawn  with  more  truth  and  boldnefs.  The 
eyes  were  probably  very  much  funk  ;  at  leaf!  the  contour  of  the 
forehead  leads  one  to  think  fo  ;  and  fuch  eyes,  combined  with  fuch 
a  forehead,  always  promife  great  penetration ;  they  announce  a  mind 
firm,  calm,  piercing,  and  a  difpofition  to  cunning. 


L.  In 
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In  order  to  extend,  and  the  better  to  fix  our  phyfiognomical  dif- 
coveries,  it  will  be  neceffary  likewife  to  fludy  the  fcull  in  different 
pofitions  ;  I  here  prefent  one  which  is  fingularly  remarkable. 

Obferve  firfl  of  all  in  a  fcull,  the  form,  the  fize  and  the  relation  of 
the  whole  ;  its  greater  or  lefs  refemblance  to  the  oval ;  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  height  to  the  breadth  in  general. 

In  the  pofition  of  the  one  before  us,  it  is  of  an  oblong  form  ;  view¬ 
ed  in  front  it  would  be  of  the  fmall  fpecies.  The  interval  to  the 
coronal  future  is  confiderable. 

Obferve,  in  the  fecond  place,  the  anterior  curve  which  proje&s  be¬ 
yond  the  reft  of  the  fcull  :  it  is  interefting,  and  eafy  to  unfold  its 
meaning. 

In  this  fcull,  at  leaft  in  the  drawing,  this  curve  is  one  of  the  leaft 
expreffive.  Better  arched,  or  more  regularly  bent,  it  would  promife 
much  more  chara&er,  that  is,  greater  energy  and  penetration. 

Confider, 
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Confider,  thirdly,  the  three  futures,  their  curvature  in  general, 
and  above  all  their  delicacy.  I  fhall  not  yet  undertake  to  explain 
their  fignification,  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  be  confidered  as 
certain,  that  Nature  is  ever  exa&,  ever  true,  even  in  her  minuted: 

details. 

Finally,  one  ought  to  examine  the  under  part  of  the  head,  the 
curve  which  refults  from  that  pofition,  and  in  particular  the  cavity, 
the  flatnefs,  or  the  arch  of  that  portion  upon  which  the  fcull  refts. 

In  the  one  before  us  we  fhall  diftinguilh  : 

a.  The  arch  produced  by  the  row  of  teeth ;  its  pointed  or  flat 
form  will  mark  to  us  weaknefs  or  energy. 

b.  The  delicacy  or  coarfenefs  of  the  upper  jaw. 

c.  The  form  and  fize  of  the  aperture. 

d.  The  thicknefs  of  the  fphenoid. 

e.  The  maftoidean  apophyfes. 

f.  And  chiefly  the  rugged  face  of  the  occipital  bone. 
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The  forehead  viewed  from  top  to  bottom  prefents  ftill  differences  of 
another  kind,  and  which  are  moll  fignificant. 

The  language  of  nature,  fuch  as  I  find  it  here  expreffed  in  thefe 
detached  fculls,  in  a  fingle  part,  in  a  fimple  fe&ion  of  the  fcull,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  clear  and  decifive. 

The  man  who  perceives  not  here  a  subject  of  new  difcovery,  may 
very  poffibly  be  amiable,  refpe£table,  ufeful  to  fociety,  a  friend  to 
humanity — but  affuredly  he  will  never  be  a  Phyfionomift.  And  after 
all,  is  it  abfolutely  neceffary  that  every  one  fhould  be  fuch  ? 

The  firft  contour  is  that  of  an  ordinary  man,  who,  without  being 
flupid,  rifes  not  however  above  the  level  of  mediocrity. 

The  fecond  is  the  chara6ter  of  a  very  judicious  man. 

The  third  is  drawn  after  a  bull  of  Locke. 
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The  more  we  vary  our  obfervations  on  the  human  body,  the  more 
wo  ftudy  its  contours  under  different  points  of  view,  the  better  fhall 
we  know,  by  means  of"  thefe,  the  character  and  mind  of  man,  and  be 
able  to  determine  the  external  figns  of  his  faculties  and  of  his  adivity. 

Let  any  one  draw,  the  human  figure  in  its  natural  fize,  in  every 
poffible  pofition,  were  it  only  in  filhouette  ;  take  it  in  front,  or  from 
behind,  in  profile,  half-profile,  or  quarter  profile — I  am  certain 
there  might  be  derived  from  thefe  drawings  many  new  and  important 
difcoveries,  which  would  lead  to  the  knowledge  of  the  univerfal  fig- 
nification  of  the  ftrudure  of  our  body. 

I  have  purfued  the  road  which  appeared  to  me  the  fimpleft ;  and, 
leaving  the  face  entirely  out,  I  have  defigned  fome  heads  which  I 
know,  and  whofe  charaders  effentially  differ. 

For  this  purpofe  I  have  chofen  three  naked  heads  of  very  unequal 
faculties — and  have  been  fingularly  ftruck  with  their  difference. 


The 
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The  firft  head  is  that  of  a  man  more  afliduous  in  labor  than  prompt 
in  execution ;  of  a  charafler  calm,  generous,  fenfible,  firm  and  fim- 
ple,  of  a  found  underftanding,  and  profound  genius.  His  memory 
is  not  very  happy,  he  has  a  great  deal  of  wit,  but  his  fallies  are  rather 
fenfible  than  lively. 

The  fecond  is  the  head  of  a  Poet ;  but  I  perceive  in  it  neither  the 
calmnefs  of  reafon,  nor  perhaps  even  that  degree  of  judgement  which 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  order  to  determine  and  develop  objects 
with  fagacity. 

The  third  is  that  of  an  idiot.  His  funk  neck,  his  form  conftrained, 
oval  and  pointed,  form  a  (hocking  affemblage. 

In  examining  heads  dripped  of  the  hair,  I  have  always  found  that 
thofe,  which,  viewed  from  behind,  bend  inwards  like  a  circle  towards 
the  top,  are  to  be  placed  in  the  firft  rank ;  thofe  whofe  form  is  flat, 
contain  minds  of  the  middling  or  even  inferior  order ;  finally,  thofe 
which  terminate  in  a  point,  announce  decided  ftupidity. 

^  si* 

*T'  *T*  #T>  *T*  T  ** 

REMARK. 

By  yudgementy  I  mean  the  faculty  of  knowing  and  determining 
with  accuracy  the  figns  of  relations  and  thofe  of  differences. 

By  Reafon ,  the  faculty  of  knowing  with  precifion  the  objects  them- 
felves,  and  of  diftinguifhing  what  in  them  is  analogous  or  hetero~ 
geneous. 
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OF  SILHOUETTES. 


A. 

The  Subje&s  treated  in  the  preceding  Fragments,  lead  us  naturally 
to  Silhouettes. 

The  Silhoutte  of  the  human  body,  or  of  the  face  only,  is  of  all 
portraits  the  feebleft  and  the  leaft  finifhed  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  the  jufteft  and  the  moft  faithful,  when  the  light  has  been  placed  at  a 
proper  diftance,  when  the  fhade  is  drawn  upon  a  perfe&ly  fmooth 
furface,  and  the  face  placed  in  a  pofition  perfe&ly  parallel  to  that 
furface.  Such  a  copy  is  weak,  for  it  piefents  nothing  pofitive,  and 
gives  only  the  exterior  contour  of  half  the  face ;  it  is  faithful,  for  it 
is  the  immediate  imprefs  of  Nature,  and  bears  a  chara&er  of  origi¬ 
nality  which  the  moft  dexterous  Artift  could  not  hit,  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection,  in  a  drawing  from  the  hand. 

What  more  imperfeCt  than  the  portrait  of  the  human  figure  drawn 
after  the  fhade  !  And  yet  what  truth  does  not  this  portrait  poflefs  ! 
This  fpi  ing  fo  fcanty,  is,  for  that  reafon,  the  more  pure. 

The  filhouette  exhibits  only  a  fingle  line  of  the  figure  which  it  re- 
prefents.  We  fee  in  it  neither  motion,  nor  light,  nor  color,  nor 
rifing,  nor  cavity ;  the  eyes,  the  ears,  the  noftrils,  the  cheeks — all  this 
is  loft ;  nothing  appears  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  lips — and  this  feeble 
fketch  is  not  the  lefs  on  that  account,  poflefted  of  infinite  exprelfion. 
We  fhall  foon  put  the  reader  in  a  condition  to  form  a  judgement  of 
it  for  himfelf ;  befides,  proofs  of  it  have  already  been  produced  in  the 
fn  ft  Volume. 


It 
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It  may  be  fuppofed,  with  the  greateft  appearance  of  probability,  that 
the  fhade  of  bodies  firft  fuggefted  the  idea  of  the  art  of  Defign  and  of 
Painting; 

1  he  effeft  which  it  produces  is  extremely  limited ;  but  we  repeat 
it,  this  effiefl  pofifelfes  the  higheft  degree  of  truth.  No  art  comes 
near  the  truth  of  an  exaft  filhouette. 

Let  any  one  make  trial  of  it.  Take  a  filhouette  drawn  with  all 
poflible  accuracy  after  nature,  then  reduced  upon  oiled  paper  very 
thin  and  tranfparent. ;  lay  it  over  a  profile  of  the  fame  fize,  drawn  by 
an  Artift  of  the  firft  ability,  and  poflefling  all  the  merit  of  refemblance; 
you  will  readily  difcover  in  thefe  two  obje£ts,  thus  compared,  very 
fenfible  differences. 

I  have  frequently  made  experiments  of  this  fort,  and  always  found 
that  the  higheft  perfe&ion  of  art  never  prefents  nature  exa&ly  :  that 
it  never  hits  either  her  eafe  or  precifion. 

Energy  and  eaie — thefe  are  the  diftinftive  charaflers  of  nature. 
The  Artift  who  applies  himfelf  in  preference  to  the  expreflion  of 
eneigy,  will  introduce  a  degree  of  harfhnefs  into  his  works; — they 
will  difcover  loofenefs  and  want  of  precifion  if  he  ftudy  eafe  at  the 
expence  of  energy. 

It  is  neceflary  then  to  unite  energy  to  eafe ;  both  the  one  and  the 
other  of  thefe  chara&ers  muft  be  expreffed  with  the  fame  fcrupulouf- 

nefs  and  the  fame  fidelity. 

/ 

Upon  thefe  principles  I  advife  Artifts  who  wifh  to  reprefent  the  hu¬ 
man  form,  to  begin  with  lilhouettes — to  draw  them  firft  after  nature 

then  copy  them  by  the  hand — and  after  that  to  compare  and  re¬ 
touch  them.  This  is  the  road  they  ought  to  purfue  ;  otherwife  they 

will  hardly  difcover  the  grand  fecret  of  blending  accuracy  with 
eafe. 

Silhouettes  alone  have  extended  my  phyfiognomical  knowledge, 
more  than  any  other  kind  of  portrait ;  they  have  exercifed  my 

^0L*  Y  y  phyfiognomical 
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phyfiognomical  feeling,  more  than  the  contemplation  even  of  Nature, 
always  varied  and  never  uniform. 

The  filhouette  arrefts  the  attention :  by  fixing  it  on  the  exterior 
contours  alone,  it  fimplifies  the  obfervation,  which  becomes  by  that 
more  eafy  and  more  accurate — I  fay  the  obfervation,  and  confequently 
alfo  the  comparifon. 

The  filhouette  is  a  pofitive  and  inconteflable  proof  of  the  reality  of 
the  Science  of  Phyfionomies. 

If  it  be  true,  from  the  confent  and  feeling  of  all  men,  that  a  fimple 
filhouette  affords  proof  in  favour  of  the  character  or  againft  it — what 
muff  be  the  whole  combination  of  the  face,  of  the  whole  human 
form,  animated  by  the  exprefhon  of  the  phyfionomy  and  gefture  ? 
If  the  fhade  alone  be  an  unequivocal  fign  of  truth — what  muft  the 
prototype  itfelf  be  ? 

€  But  what  can  one  poffibly  fee  in  a  fimple  filhouette  ?’  This  is  a 
queftion  which  has  already  been  a  hundred  times  put  to  me,  and  will 
be  a  hundred  times  repeated.  Shew  however  filhouettes  to  the  per- 
fons  who  raife  this  objection,  and  they  will  every  one  form  a  judge¬ 
ment  of  them — and  that  judgement  will  often  be  exceedingly  juft. 

In  order  to  feel  and  to  eftablifh  the  aftonifhing  fignificancy  of  a 
portrait  drawn  after  the  fhade,  it  is  fufficient  to  compare  a  variety 
of  filhouettes  reprefenting  perfons  of  an  oppofite  chara£ter — or  what 
is  ftill  better,  cut  out  or  draw  fancy-portraits  as  unlike  as  poflible — 
or  if  you  have  already  acquired  a  certain  degree  of  fkill  in  the  art 
of  obferving,  double  a  fheet  of  blackened  paper  and  cut  out  upon 
it  a  portrait  from  fancy,  then  fpread  out  the  fheet,  and  retouch 
with  the  fciffars  one  of  the  two  profiles  ;  and  at  every  change  confult 
your  eyes,  or  rather  your  feeling.  Finally,  you  have  but  to  draw  fe- 
veral  filhouettes  of  the  fame  face,  and  to  compare  them  with  one 
another — and  you  will  be  aftonifhed  at  the  different  impreffions  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  flighted:  alterations. 
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In  the  following  fragment  we  fhall  lay  before  the  reader  a  long 
feries  of  filhouettes,  and  endeavour  to  demonftrate  their  expreftion 
and  fignificance. 
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Before  we  proceed,  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  point  out  the  bed  method 
of  taking  this  fpecies  of  portraits. 

That  which  has  hitherto  been  purfued  is  liable  to  many  incon¬ 
veniences.  The  perfon  who  wants  to  have  his  portrait  drawn  is  too 
incommodioufly  feated  to  preferve  a  perfe£lly  immoveable  pofition ; 
the  Drawer  is  obliged  to  change  his  place  ;  he  is  in  a  conftrained  atti¬ 
tude  which  often  conceals  from  him  a  part  of  the  fhade :  the  appa¬ 
ratus  is  neither  fufficiently  fimple,  nor  fufficiently  commodious,  and 
by  fome  means  or  other,  derangement  mud,  to  a  certain  degree,  be 
the  confequence. 

This  will  not  happen  when  a  chair  is  employed  exprefsly  adapted 
to  this  operation,  and  conftru&ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  a  fteady 
fupport  to  the  head  and  to  the  whole  body.  The  fhade  ought  to  be 
refle£led  on  fine  paper,  well  oiled,  and  very  dry,  which  muff  be  plac¬ 
ed  behind  a  glafs  perfe£tly  clear  and  polifhed,  fixed  in  the  back  of  the 
chair.  Behind  this  glafs  the  Defigner  is  feated  ;  with  one  hand  he  lays 
hold  of  the  frame,  and  with  the  other  guides  the  pencil.  The  glafs, 
which  is  fet  in  a  moveable  frame,  may  be  raifed  or  lowered  at  plea- 
fure ;  both  muff  flope  at  bottom,  and  this  part  of  the  frame  ought 
firmly  to  reft  on  the  fhoulder  of  the  perfon  whofe  filhouette  is  going 
to  be  taken.  Toward  the  middle  of  the  glafs  is  fixed  a  bar  of  wood 
or  iron,  furnifhed  with  a  cufhion  to  ferve  as  a  fupport,  and  which  the 
Drawer  dire£ts  at  pleafure  by  means  of  a  handle  half  an  inch  long. 

With  the  aftiftance  of  a  folar  microfcope  you  will  fucceed  ftill  better 
in  catching  the  outlines,  and  the  defign  will  be  more  corre£t. 
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B.  OF  THE  EXPRESSION  OF  SILHOUETTES. 

The  filhouette  is  the  imprefs  of  the  chara&er — but  it  does  not  al¬ 
ways  give  this  fully  :  it  frequently  expreifes  a  great  deal,  and  often 
alfo  it  catches  only  the  leaft  charadteriflic  traits. 

I  fhall  produce  a  multitude  of  examples  to  this  purpofe,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  eftablifh  the  conclulions  which  may  be  deduced  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  or  at  leaft  with  probability,  from  the  contours  of  the  face. 

To  pretend  to  explain  every  thing  by  a  fimple  filhouette,  would  be 
a  piece  of  extravagance  :  and  it  would  be  equally  fo  to  refufe  it  every 
kind  of  fignificancy.  But  fuch  has  ever  been  the  courfe  men  have 
purfued  in  matters  of  opinion.  They  embrace  exclufively  the  affir¬ 
mative  or  the  negative  ;  they  fly  always  into  extremes  ;  all,  or  no¬ 
thing. 

We  fhall  try  to  ffiun  both  thefe  oppofites ;  and  fhall  neither  affert 
that  the  filhouette  explains  every  thing,  nor  that  it  is  entirely  deflitute 
of  fignification.  We  fhall  judge  according  to  the  light  we  have, 
however  imperfedt  it  may  be. 

It  belongs  not  to  me  to  determine  how  far  beings  fuperior  to  us 
may  carry  their  difcoveries.  The  contour  of  the  face  alone  may  to 
them  perhaps  be  fufficient  in  order  to  determine  the  form,  the  elafli- 
city,  the  vivacity,  the  energy,  the  mobility  of  the  nofe,  of  the  mouth, 
of  the  eyes — perhaps  they  may  be  able  to  form  a  judgement,  from 
thefe  parts,  of  the  whole  of  the  charadter,  of  the  real  and  poffible  paf- 
fions — they  may  perhaps  have  the  power  of  difcovering  in  his  fimple 
filhouette  the  phyfical  and  moral  capacity  of  man.  I  fee  no  impoffi- 
bility  in  this;  nay,  the  thing  is  extremely  probable,  feeing  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  moft  ordinary  men  may  acquire  a  certain  degree  of  faga- 
city  in  the  knowledge  of  filhouettes.  We  fhall  fee  proofs  of  it. 

I  mull  admit,  however,  that  there  are  many  filhouettes  of  which  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  form  a  judgement;  thofe  which  reprefent 
extraordinary  men,  frequently  occafion  me  much  embarraffinent. — 
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But  even  thofe  filhouettes  which  are  the  leaf!  marked,  will  never, 
from  that,  affume  a  ftupid  air,  if  they  be  originals  endowed  with  fu- 
perior  talents — nor  an  air  of  wickednefs  if  they  be  diftinguiffied  by  a 
great  fund  of  goodnefs ;  you  will  miftake  at  molt  that  which  in  effedl 
they  are. 

Obferve  farther,  that  poffibly  the  great  qualities  of  the  perfons  in 
queftion  may  be  as  little  prominent  as  their  filhouettes.  Thefe  qua¬ 
lities  exift,  but  are  not  ftrikingly  apparent,  and  can  be  difcovered  only 
by  a  few  confidential  friends. 

Farther  {till,  a  perfon  of  a  very  middling  capacity,  but  favoured  by 
circumftances,  {hall  have  acquired  the  habit  of  adling,  of  writing,  of 
fpeaking,  of  fuffering,  in  a  manner  that  makes  him  diftinguifhed  ;  but 
the  fundamental  charadter  is  always  the  fame  :  he  has  not  acquired  by 
thefe  the  force  and  energy  in  which  he  is  originally  deficient.  Such 
cafes  frequently  occur ;  they  increafe  the  difficulty  of  the  ftudy  of 
man  ;  they  retard,  or  at  leaft  appear  to  retard,  the  progrefs  of  Phyfi- 
ognomy.  I  could  quote  a  multitude  of  examples  to  this  purpofe— ^ 
but  examples  are  odious — and  I  will  not  give  offence  to  any  one,  in  a 
Work  deftined  more  widely  to  diffufe  among  men  the  fpirit  of  love. 

Sometimes  alfo  the  traits  which  exprefs  a  certain  extraordinary  qua¬ 
lity,  are  graduated  with  fo  much  delicacy,  that  it  is  difficult  to  render 
them  with  fufficient  fmenefs  and  precilion.  There  are  faces  which 
will  not  admit  of  the  flighted:  alteration  in  the  filhouette  ;  ftrengthen 
or  weaken  the  outline  but  a  finsde  hair’s  breadth,  and  it  is  no  lono-er 
the  portrait  you  intended  ;  it  is  one  quite  new,  and  of  a  character  ef- 
fentially  different.  Phyfionomies  the  moft  courteous,  the  fweeteft, 
the  moft  attradlive,  ufually  lofe,  in  the  judgements  formed  of  them, 
only  in  proportion  as  they  have  loft  in  the  filhouette,  through  the 
fault  of  the  Drawer  :  the  features  which  he  has  given  them,  either  too 
tenfe,  or  too  relaxed,  make  the  ftmplicity,  the  candour,  the  redlitude 
which  charadlerize  them,  totally  to  difappear. 
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Finally,  it  is  poifible  that  the  fmall-pox,  or  fome  other  accident, 
may  have  blunted,  deranged,  fwelled,  or  contra6led  the  contour  of 
the  face,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  real  character  is  no  longer  didin- 
guifhable,  or  at  lead  hardly  to  be  deciphered. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  incontedable,  and  the  friend  of  truth 
will  be  convinced  of  it  by  the  examples  I  fhall  produce— that  a  fim- 
pie  defign,  taken  from  the  fhade,  characterizes  mod;  faces  with  a  truth 
\yhich  permits  not  the  figmficancy  of  dlhouettes  to  be  called  111 

quedion. 

I  could  engage,  and  perhaps  I  fhall  dill  undertake  it,  to  place  in 
oppofition  two  ideal  filhouettes  which  would  infpire,  at  the  fird  glance, 
the  one  averfion  and  contempt,  the  other  confidence  and  edeem. — 
And  it  is  not  neceifary  they  fhould  be  a  Chrid  and  a  Belial  in  order 
to  produce  this  contrail. 

This  is  what  I  had  to  fay  by  way  of  introduction.  Let  us  now  ex¬ 
amine,  *  What  are  the  chara&ers  which  the  filhouette  re-produces 
4  with  the  greateil  truth  ?  Thofe  which  it  traces  moil  diftinCtly  &nd 
c  moil  pofitively  ?’ 

The  moil  clearly  marked  filhouettes  are  thofe  which  reprefent  a 
man  either  very  paflionate,  or  very  gentle ;  very  obdinate,  or  very 
feeble ;  a  mind  very  profound,  or  very  fuperficial. 

Haughtinefs  and  humility  exprefs  themfelves  more  clearly  in  the 

filhouette  than  vanity  does. 

You  find  in  it,  almoft  beyond  the  poffibility  of  midake,  goodnefs 
of  heart,  energy  of  foul,  effeminacy,  fenfuality — and  above  all  inge- 

nuity. 

Superiority  of  genius  depicts  itfelf  better  in  it  than  grofs  ftupidity  j 
depth  of  judgement  better  than  clearnefs  of  underdanding. 

Creative  genius  is  more  apparent  than  richnefs  of  ideas,  efpecially 
in  the  contour  of  the  forehead  and  of  the  bone  of  the  eye. 


Let 
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Let  me  add  fome  farther  remarks  both  on  filhouettes  themfelves 
and  the  manner  of  obferving  them.  And  firft  I  ffiall  endeavour  to 
clafs  the  lines  which  bound  the  face,  and  by  which  the  expreffion  of 
it  is  determined. 

Such  are  the  perpendicular  lines,  whether  relaxed  or  violently 
flretched  ;  thofe  which  incline  forward,  or  which  fuddenly  retire  back¬ 
ward  ;  lines  draight  and  weak  ;  fe&ions  curved,  bent  or  undulated, — of 
circles,  parabolas  or  hyperbolas;  thofe  which  are  concave,  convex,  cut 
fhort  or  angular — clofe,  prolonged,  compound,  homogeneous  or  he¬ 
terogeneous  ;  thofe,  in  a  word,  which  form  a  contrail  with  each  other. 
All  thefe  lines  may  be  rendered  with  the  utmofl  exa£lnefs  by  the 
(hade  ;  their  bonification  is  the  moll  varied,  the  moll  precife,  and 
the  mod  pofitive. 

There  are  didinguifhable  in  every  filhouette  nine  horizontal  fec- 
tions :  i .  The  arch  of  the  crown  of  the  head  as  far  as  the  root  of  the 
hair.  2.  The  contour  of  the  forehead  to  the  eye-brow.  3.  The 
fpace  between  the  eye-brow  and  the  root  of  the  nofe.  4.  The  nofe 
down  to  where  the  lip  commences.  5.  The  upper  lip.  6.  The  two 
lips  properly  fo  called.  7.  The  upper,  and  8.  the  under  part  of  the 
chin.  9.  The  neck  ;  and  after  thefe  the  hind-head  and  the  nape  of 
the  neck. 

Each  of  thefe  parts,  confidered  in  itfelf,  is  a  chara6ler,  a  fyllable,  a 
word — frequently  a  decifion,  a  complete  dilfertation  of  nature,  ever 
faithful  and  true. 

When  ail  thefe  feciions  are  found  in  perfe£l  harmony,  the  charac¬ 
ter  is  fo  decided,  that  a  clown,  that  a  child  will  dillinguilh  it ;  the 
more  they  are  contrafted  with  one  another,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
decipher  the  chara6ler. 

A  profile  which  is  compofed  of  only  one  fpecies  of  lines,  that  is 
to  fay,  all  the  lines  of  which  are  equally  concave  or  convex,  flraight 
or  tenfe — fuch  a  profile  is  a  caricature,  or  reprefents  a  monller. 
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The  fineft  and  happieft  phyfionomies  fuppofe  a  concourfe  of  dif¬ 
ferent  lines  blended  and  afforted  in  a  beautiful  proportion. 

The  whole  of  a  filhouette  combined  ought  to  be  judged  of,  chiefly 
from  the  length  or  the  breadth  of  the  face. 

A  profile  perfectly  juft  and  well-proportioned  ought  to  be  equal  in 
breadth  and  height.  A  horizontal  line  drawn  from  the  point  of  the 
nofe  to  the  extremity  of  the  hind-head,  provided  the  head  be  neither 
inclined  forward  nor  bent  backward,  ought  not  to  exceed  in  length 
the  perpendicular  line  which  extends  from  the  fummit,  to  the  place 
which  forms  the  jun&ion  of  the  chin  with  the  neck. 

Every  form  which  fenfibly  deviates  from  this  rule,  is  an  anomaly 
either  very  happy,  or  very  much  the  contrary. 

The  filhouette  facilitates,  more  than  any  other  kind  of  drawing,  this 
method  of  meafuring  and  comparing  the  height  and  breadth  of  the 
head. 

If  the  length  of  the  head  exceed  its  breadth,  and  the  contours  be  at 
the  fame  time  harfh  and  angular,  much  obftinacy  is  to  be  expedted. 
If,  in  the  fame  disproportion,  the  contour  is  at  once  lax  and  length¬ 
ened,  it  will  indicate  extreme  weaknefs. 

A  head,  on  the  contrary,  which  is  broader  than  it  is  long,  having 
a  contour  harfh,  ft  iff,  angular  and  diftended,  announces  a  formidable 
degree  of  inflexibility,  which  is  almoft  always  accompanied  with  the 
blackeft  malignity.  A  contour  lax  and  foft  is,  in  the  fame  cafe, 
the  infallible  mark  of  fenfuality,  weaknefs,  indolence  and  voluptuouf- 
nefs. 

I  had  much  more  to  fay  ;  but  partly  my  materials  are  not  fufftci- 
ently  prepared,  or  will  be  found  in  the  examples  about  to  be  pro- 

/ 

duced  ;  or  may  perhaps  be  referved  for  a  feparate  Work.  I  confine 
myfelf  for  the  prefent  to  a  fingle  general  remark ;  it  is  this,  That  the 
filhouette  expreffes  rather  the  natural  difpofitions,  than  the  adual 
ftate  of  the  charadler. 
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The  parts  which  we  have  comprifed  in  the  fecorid  and  third  fec- 
tions  of  trie  filhouette,  are  thofe  which  retrace  moil  frequently  and 
with  the  greateft  certainty,  the  judgement,  the  adtive  and  paffive 
force  of  the  man.  The  nofe  indicates  particularly  tafte  and  feeling; 
the  lips  gentlenefs  or  impetuolity,  love  or  hatred. 

The  chin  indicates  the  fpecies  and  the  degree  of  fenfuality.  The 
neck,  the  nape,  and  the  attitude  of  the  head  in  general,  indicate  the 
feeblenefs,  the  firmnefs,  the  obftinacy,  the  redtitude  of  the  charadter. 
In  the  fummit  of  the  head  is  difcoverable  lefs  the  force  than  the  rich- 
nefs  of  the  mind  ;  in  the  hind-head  you  diitinguifh  the  changeable, 
irritable  charadter,  that  which  polfelTes  energy  and  elaflicity. 

Here  again  are  aflertions  which  will  appear  either  very  trivial,  or 
very  important.  They  will  be  trivial  in  the  eyes  of  the  Reader  who 
looks  for  amufement  merely ;  important,  to  the  Obferver  who  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  judging  for  himfelf,  and  who  would  wifh  to  corredt  and  ex¬ 
tend  the  difcoveries  I  have  made. 

It  is  time  I  fhould  proceed  to  the  examples,  which  are  to  confirm 
and  elucidate  what  has  now  been  alleged. 

It  was  impoflible,  and  the  abundance  of  the  fubjedts  permitted  not, 
to  prefent  my  Readers  with  a  complete  colledtionftjf  filhouettes ; 
much  lefs  ftill  to  purfue  an  exadt  claffification,  nor  even  a  certain  or¬ 
der.  I  fhall  furnifh  what  is  in  my  power. 

I  leave  to  others  the  labor  of  treating  this  fubjedt  more  in  detail ; 
it  would  require  manv  volumes  of  filhouettes  to  elucidate  it  com¬ 
pletely.  It  is  no  eal^  tafk  ;  but  the  perfon  who  undertakes  it,  will 
render  an  effential  fervice  to  the  fcience  of  Phyfionomies,  efpecially 
if  he  clafs  the  fubjedts  as  an  impartial  Judge.  He  will  do  more  than 
my  faculties  and  my  fituation  can  ever  permit  me  to  perform. 

Whatever  pains  I  may  have  taken  to  make  a  good  choice,  the  plates 
which  are  to  pafs  in  review  will  not  the  lefs  on  that  account  compofe 
a  fragment  in  every  refpedt  incomplete. 
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The  vignette  which  clofes  this  introduftion,  is  the  imperfea  image 
of  a  man  prudent,  active  and  enterprifing.  The  expreffion  of  his 
merit  is  lefs  vifible  in  the  forehead  than  in  the  fingle  contour,  angular 
Z d  abrupt,  of  the  point  of  the  nofe.  This  remark  will  ftill  excite 
a  fmile  ;  with  all  my  heart.  But  I  appeal  to  Connoiffeurs  whether  it 

be  well  founded  or  not. 
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Four  profiles  of  diftinguifhed  perfonages :  the  fuperiority  of  their 
talents  is  well  known,  and  it  is  apparent  in  thefe  filhouettes. 

Let  us  be  juft,  no  one  will  dare  to  pronounce  them  ftupid,  from 
thefe  profiles  ;  and  if  any  perfon  hefitates  to  do  juftice  to  4.  it  is  from 
not  having  ftudied  the  forehead.  That  arch  confidered  by  itfelf,  the 
upper  part  efpecially,  announces  alone  more  judgement  than  2.  and  3. 
The  Phy.fionomift  will  find  the  fame  imprefs  in  the  ftrongly  marked 

contours  which  terminate  the  forehead ;  but  I  fpeak  here  of  judee- 
merit,  and  not  of  good  fenfe  nor  of  reafon. 

3.  Has  more  good,  fenfe  than  the  preceding  one,  a  fenfe  prompt  and 

juft  of  what  is  true,  much  more  ingenuity— but  in  my  opinion  lefs 
penetration. 

2.  Thinks  clearly  :  his  mind  furnifhes  him  with  ideas  juft  and 
pleating  j  h.s  actions  are  like  his  ideas  5  he  introduces  much  elegance 
into  his  converfation  and  compofitions ;  he  adopts  not  eafiiy  new 
opinions.  The  drawing  of  the  forehead  is  not  fufficiently  character- 
iitic,  but  the  nofe  expreffes  the  mod  exquiiite  tafte. 

In  i.  you  difcover  in  the  forehead  and  nofe  depth  and  foundnefs 
of  judgement.  The  moft  ingenious  mouth  is  2.  and  after  it  that  of 
3.  The  nofe  of  this  laft  announces  likewife  moft  dignity. 


D.  1.  This 
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j  ^pijis  is  not  a  head  of  the  firft,  nor  even  of  the  fecond  order; 
but  afTu redly  it  is  not  an  ordinary  one.  It  rifes  not  to  the  fublime. 
You  may  eafily  fee,  by  the  contour  of  the  forehead,  and  that  of  the 
hind-head  and  of  the  whole  under  part  of  the  profile,  that  this  is 
beyond  its  reach.  But  the  pofition  and  height  of  the  forehead,  as 
■well  as  the  contour  of  the  nofe,  evidently  indicate  folidity  of  judge¬ 
ment,  an  equal  character,  capacity,  a  talent  for  poetry,  tafte,  candor. 

a.  The  contour  of  the  nofe  bears  the  infallible  imprefs  of  a  good 
underftanding.  The  forehead,  by  its  pofition  rather  than  its  contour, 
exprelfes  the  fame  thing.  In  general,  this  face  has  traits  more  firm, 
more  ftrongly  marked  than  the  preceding  :  it  announces  likewife  more 
penetration  and  force  ;  but  you  difcover  not  in  it,  to  the  fame  degree, 
a  poetical  talent. 

3.  Is  the  weakell  of  the  five,  and  yet  it  is  by  no  means  deftitute  of 
expreffion  or  of  fagacity.  The  nofe  alone  decidedly  indicates  inge¬ 
nuity,  judgement  and  wit. 

4.  I  perceive  in  this,  more  than  in  all  the  preceding,  a  found  judge¬ 
ment  and  a  luminous  mind ;  it  polfelfes  particularly  more  calmnefs 


and  dignity  than  3. 


5.  Is 
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5.  Is  fuperior  to  all  the  others :  the  under  part  of  the  profile  expref- 
fes  moll  genius,  a  charafter  more  ardent,  and  at  the  fame  time  more 
cool.  This  decifion  appears  contradi£lory  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  is 
not  really  fo.  Moft  lively. people  are  all  fire  in  what  concerns  them- 
felves,  and  cooll  to  what  is  foreign  to  them.  In  this  profile,  genius 
and  warmth  are  depi£ted  in  the  contour  of  the  forehead,  and  in  the 
eye-brow. 
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E. 

It  is  altogether  impoffible  that  thefe  four  profiles  fliould  pafs  for 
ordinary.  They  have  this  in  common,  the  under  part  of  the  face 
proje&s,  and  the  upper  retires. 

The  forehead,  i,  flopes  backward  more  than  all  the  others;  2,  a 
little  lefs ;  3.  hill  lefs  than  2  ;  and  4.  much  lefs  than  3. 

The  1  (I  of  thefe  profiles  has  the  fineft  proportions,  but  I  would 
not  allow  to  it  either  mod;  penetration,  or  a  creative  genius. 

He  has  a  found  judgement;  free  from  prejudice,  he  opens  his 
heart  to  the  Truth,  receives  it,  and  turns  it  to  account.  More  than 
all  the  other  three  he  poffeffes  tafle,  or,  if  you  will,  a  fenfe  of  the 
beautiful  ;  he  diftinguifhes  himfelf  by  an  indefatigable  a£livity  ;  he 
a£ls  with  prudence,  and  always  with  dignity. 

2.  Is  one  of  the  moft  original  heads  I  have  ever  feen  ;  a  genius 
properly  fb  called,  but  who  is  fcarcely  capable  of  purfuing,  or  of 
diving  to  the  bottom  of  his  fubjeft  :  he  is,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  always  in  the  air :  he  promptly  feizes  his  objefl,  and  fuffers  it 
to  efcape  him  as  eafily.  With  a  great  deal  of  eloquence  he  wants 
the  gift  of  perfuafion.  The  nofe  difclofes  wit  and  fenfuality.  The 
whole  contour  taken  together  announces  a  character  bold  and  enter- 
prifing,  without  marked  energy. 

3.  Has  more  natural  goodnefs  than  the  others;  you  difcover  it 
chiefly  in  the  under  part  of  the  face ;  the  upper  indicates  an  exqui- 
fite  ta£l  for  difcerning  the  beauties  of  nature,  of  art  and  of  poefy. 

The  4th  profile  is  the  moft  profound  and  moft  penetrating ;  it 
difcovers  a  fpirit  of  refearch  and  analyfis  which  forms  a  contrail  with 
No.  2.  It  would  be  impoflible  for  them  to  live  long  together.  The 
fage  and  compofed  difpofition  of  the  one,  could  never  agree  with 
the  petulant  humour  of  the  other. — 1.  and  3.  would,  mean  while, 
amufe  themfelves  a  little  with  their  quarrels. 


It 


I 
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It  is  a  remarkable  Angularity,  That  among  twenty  profiles  of  great 
men,  there  are  nineteen  in  which  the  upper  part  of  the  face  inclines 
backward,  and  the  under  proje&s  ;  whereas  this  form  of  the  phyfi- 
onomy  is  very  rare  in  women,  even  the  moft  diftinguifhed. 
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The  profiles  1.2.  never  will  be  confounded  in  the  ordinary  clafs. 

.  Remark  yet  again,  How  much  more  the  under  part  of  the  face  ad¬ 
vances  than  the  upper. 

The  ftraight  and  perpendicular  line  which  bounds  the  under  part 
of  face  1.  denotes  lefs  genius  than  you  perceive  in  the  fame  part  of 
face  2  ;  but  you  difcover  in  it,  more  than  in  this  laft,  a  fpirit  of  or¬ 
der  and  exa6lnefs. 

Forehead  1.  poffelfes  that  fpecies  of  penetration  which  is  conneft- 
ed  with  analyfis  ;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  forehead  2. — but  this 
laft  has  more  richnefs  and  invention.  I  think  I  difcern,  particularly 
in  the  contour  of  the  nofe,  the  diftin&ive  mark  of  a  great  genius ; 
the  mouth,  though  fomewhat  effeminate,  does  not  contradiff  this  ; 
fome  of  the  expreflion  however  has,  in  all  probability,  been  loft  in 
the  drawing. 

Profile  3.  was  to  me  a  problem  of  difficult  folution,  I  faw  in  it 
fome  originality,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  mixture  of  energy  and  weak- 
nefs,  of  greatnefs  and  littlenefs.  I  applied  therefore  to  a  friend  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  perfon  reprefented  by  this  filhouette,  and 
the  following  is  the  account  which  he  communicated  to  me  on  the 
fubjeft. 

‘  It  is  the  portrait  of  a  man  thoroughly  good  and  eftimable,  of  a 

*  man  lively  and  ardent,  whofe  conduct  was  entirely  open  and  dig- 
«  nified.  Naturally  difpofed  to  fenfuality,  he  acquired  the  power  of 

*  refilling  his  propenfities.  In  focial  intercourfe  he  was  gentle,  and 
4  agreeable.  In  adverfity,  with  which  he  was  but  too  well  acquaint- 

*  ed,  he  appeared  difpirited,  embarrafled,  and  it  might  be  feen  that 
4  he  gnawed  the  bit  in  fecret.  He  pra£lifed  as  a  phyfician  with  much 
4  fuccefs,  and  notwithftanding  the  infirm  ftate  of  his  health,  he  fol- 
4  lowed  his  profeflion  with  unremitting  afliduity.  He  had  more  in- 

‘  genuity, 
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e  genuity,  than  depth  of  underftanding ;  a  lively  imagination,  but 
*  fomewhat  affefted.  He  was  admirable  in  cafes  where  it  was  ne- 
6  ceffary  to  come  to  a  prompt  decifion,  and  to  hazard  a  bold  ftroke, 
‘  and  he  diftinguiflhed  himfelf  by  performing  cures  which  ought  to 
c  have  procured  him  a  place  in  the  moft  celebrated  Univerfities. 


3  C 


VOL.  II. 


G.  Two 


194 


FRAGMENT  ELEVENTH. 


G. 

Two  filhouettes  of  which  the  originals  are  unknown  to  me,  but 
which  alfuredly  are  not  caft  in  an  ordinary  mould.  Here  again 
it  is  not  only  the  form  taken  as  a  whole,  but,  in  particular,  that 
firm  and  manly  nofe  which  determines  the  diftinguifhed  character  of 
the  female.  In  the  profile  of  the  man,  the  contour  and  the  pofition 
of  the  forehead,  and  the  under  part  of  the  face  which  projed!s  forward* 
are  the  indications  of  fuperior  merit.  I  recoiled!  few  phyfionomies, 
— and  the  original,  I  am  certain,  produces  this  effed!  much  more  than 
the  copy, — I  recoiled!,  I  fay,  few  phyfionomies  which  exprefs  a  cha¬ 
racter  more  manly,  more  decided,  more  open,  and  more  eafy,  and 
on  which  a  happier  mixture  of  condefcenfion  and  firmnefs,  of  frank- 
nefs  and  circumfpection  is  difcernible.  I  recoiled!  few  who  unite 
to  univerfal  learning  fo  much  ability  and  induftry.  A  pair  fo  well 
aborted,  is  a  kind  of  phenomenon. 


i . 
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II.  ALBERT  DE  HALLER. 

Among  fo  many  hundreds  of  filhouettes  as  I  have  feen  and  col- 
lefted,  here  is  one  which  is  no  lefs  didinguifhed  among  all  others? 
than  the  Original  which  it  reprefents  diftinguifhes  himfelf  amidft  the 
whole  circle  of  the  Literati .  This,  I  fuppofe,  no  one  will  deny. 

I  think  I  am  able  to  demonftrate  that  an  idiot  born,  that  a  narrow,  con- 
trafted  mind,  never  had  fuch  a  profile,  fuch  a  forehead,  or  fuch  a  nofe. 

Notwithflanding,  however,  all  thefe  traits  fo  decifive,  and  fo  ftrongly 
marked,  no  Painter,  no  Defigner,  has  been  able  to  give  a  perfect  refem- 
blance  of  this  extraordinary  man,  either  in  front  or  in  profile;  We  have 
not, as  far  as  I  know,  a  fingle  portrait  of  him,  that  i$perfe£lly  characterise. 

A  luminous  mind:  order,  precifion  and  clearnefs  of  ideas;  the  talent 
of  difplaying  them  in  their  faireft  light;  an  imagination  inexhauftible, 
and  capable  of  conveying  a  great  deal  in  few  words  ;  a  memory  vaft  and 
ffriftly  retentive ;  an  energy  uniformly  fupported,  and  the  intimate  per¬ 
ception  of  that  energy;  univerfal  erudition,  equally  profound  and  folid; 
an  application  that  has  no  example,  equally  remote  from  confufion  and 
reltlefsneis;  prudence  blended  with  dexterity;  a  fpirit  of  calculation 
extending  to  every  thing,  with  an  accuracy  to  excite  aftonifhment,  and 
perfectly  clear  of  pedantry; — and  with  fo  many  great  qualities,  the 
higheft  degree  of  fenfibility  and  attachment  to  all  that  is  beautiful,  no¬ 
ble,  true,  divine- — thefe  are  fome  of  the  well  known  and  admitted  traits 
in  the  character  or  this  celebrated  man,  whofe  profile  here  pretents  us 
only  with  the  exterior  contours  of  his  likenefs. 

How  little  and  how  much  does  this  fingle  line  exprefs !  With 
what  force  and  what  truth  does  it  announce  fo  many  different  quali¬ 
ties!  Above  all,  pay  attention  to  the  nofe,  that  diftinctive  trait  of  a 
luminous  mind.  A  man  may  be  very  judicious  without  having  this 
exp/effion.  But  wherever  it  is  found,  there  alfo  will  be  found  judge¬ 
ment  and  wifdom  ;  unlefs  thefe  difpofitions  have  been  vitiated  or 
ftiffed,  either  by  total  neglect,  or  by  fome  very  extraordinary  acci¬ 
dent.  You  may  relt  afiured  of  the  truth  of  this,  as  certainly  as  that 


among 


FRAGMENT  ELEVENTH. 


196 

among  a  thoufand  perfons,  there  is  not  a  fingle  one  but  whofe  nofe  is 
placed  between  the  two  eyes.  Had  I  never  made  a  fingle  difcovery  in 
Phyfiognomy,  fuppofing  me  to  have  deceived  myfelf  in  all  my  ob- 
fervations;  for  the  truth  of  this  at  lead:  I  pledge  myfelf. 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  contour  of  the  forehead,  its  pofition,  and 
its  relation  to  the  chin,  equally  merit  a  ferious  examination. 

You  may  form  a  judgement,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  face,  that 
the  indefatigable  application  of  this  illuftrious  Scholar  is  not  the  ef- 
fe6t  of  a  mere  buttling  and  indeterminate  a&ivity,  but  of  an  alfiduity 
fage  and  refle&ing,  which  purfues  its  object  with  perfeverance.  The 
contour  of  the  hind  head  indicates  a  certain  degree  of  ftiffnefs,  which, 
in  this  chara&er,  feems  to  be  the  principle  of  his  great  application. 

I  fubjoin  a  fmall  print  of  Haller’s  profile,  one  of  the  likeft,  or  ra¬ 
ther  the  likeft  of  all,  which  have  been  produced  of  him.  The  con¬ 
tour,  the  eye,  the  nofe  and  the  mouth  trace  in  it  likewife  ingenuity 
and  the  penetration  of  judgement •;  but  for  my  own  part,  I  prefer  the 
filhouette,  which  exprefles  lefs  if  a  pleafe,  but  expreffes  that  little, 
with  more  truth,  juftnefs  and  precifion.  The  tip  of  the  nofe,  and 
its  whole  contour,  have  evidently  more  delicacy,  expreflion  and  tafte 
in  the  filhouette  ;  and  the  feftion  of  the  forehead  in  the  vignette, 
prefents  nothing  near  fo  ingenious  as  that  of  the  filhouette. 


4.  Silhouettes. 
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L  SILHOUETTES  OF  FOUR  GREAT  MEN. 

Thefe  four  profiles  differ  exceedingly  from  each  other,  but  they 
all  announce  extraordinary  faculties.  Germany  places  the  Originals 
in  the  highefl  rank  of  her  great  mem -and,  in  effedt,  one  mud  have 
a  very  low  degree  of  phyfiognomical  difcernment,  not  inftantly  to 
difcover  in  their  traits  fuperiority  of  genius. 

1.  The  mod  fublime  and  moft  elegant  of  German  Poets.  I  pre- 
fent  the  decifion  which  an  enlightened  Obferver  has  pronounced 
upon  this  filhouette.  ‘  The  delicacy  of  the  contour  of  this  forehead’ 
— and  in  my  opinion,  the  bone  of  the  eye  in  particular, — ‘  indicates 
c  a  found  judgement;  the  elevation  above  the  eye,  originality  and 
‘  ingenuity.  The  mouth  indicates  gentlenefs  and  precifion ;  the  uni- 
‘  on  of  the  mouth  with  the  chin,  firmnefs.  In  the  whole  there  is 
4  the  calmnefs  of  peace,  purity  of  heart,  moderated  defires.’  Admi¬ 
rably  expreffed !  I  fhall  only  add,  that  the  upper  part  of  this  face 
feems  peculiarly  deftined  to  be  the  feat  of  reafon,  as  the  under  part 
to  be  that  of  imagination — in  other  words,  I  think  I  perceive  in  the 
upper  part  taken  feparately,  the  Sage  rather  than  the  Poet ;  and  in 
the  under,  confidered  apart,  the  Poet  rather  than  the  Sage. 

There  is,  in  the  union  of  the  parts,  an  eafe  which  is  powerfully  fig- 
nificant.  The  daring  flight,  the  marvellous,  the  lafle  which  we  ad¬ 
mire  in  the  Works  of  tnis  Poet,  are  not  to  be  found,  I  admit,  in  his 
filhouette ;  it  is  a  little  too  much  on  the  flretch  below,  probably  the 
effedt  of  a  light  badly  difpofed. 

The  more  that  the  bones,  or  rather,  the  more  that  the  principal 
contours  of  the  bones  of  the  forehead  are  acute — the  more  reafon 
will  the  Poet  convey  into  his  Poefy,  but  in  proportion  alfo  the  lefs 
imagery,  colouring  and  invention.  Imagination  extends  and  dilates, 
judgement  fharpens  and  concentrates. 

2.  The  filhouette  of  a  man  difiinguifhed  by  ingenuity  and  uncom¬ 
mon  penetration,  and  who,  above  all,  is  a  great  Phyfion'omift. 

Vol.  II.  3  D  Ingenuity 
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Ingenuity,  confidered  in  itfelf,  is  a  real  quality ;  the  quality  of  a 
penetrating  mind,  which  feizes  even  the  flighted  fhades  of  objeCts. 
This  faculty  may  be  abufed  like  every  other.  You  admire  it  in 
Boffuet — you  deted  it  in  the  adverfary  of  the  virtuous  Fenelon. 

The  Original  of  this  portrait  is  one  of  the  mod  acute  Obfervers  I 
ever  knew:  He  has  dudied  mankind  with  uncommon  fagacity.  You 
of  courfe  perceive  in  his  profile  not  fo  much  a  creative  genius,  as  an 
exquifite  fendbility,  and  an  adonifhing  addrefs  in  clafling,  combining 
and  tranfpofing  the  objects  which  are  difcovered  by  his  penetrating 
eye.  I  fpeak  not  of  his  moral  character,  and,  in  general,  I  fhall, 
through  the  whole  of  my  Work,  be  extremely  circumfpeCt  with  re¬ 
gard  to  this — but  I  may  at  lead  fay,  that  I  have  feen  the  man  whofe 
image  is  under  review;  that  I  have  felt  the  greatnefs  and  excellency 
of  his  heart,  at  moments  which  feemed  to  me  decifive. 

3.  The  Original  of  this  profile  is  not  perfonally  known  to  me; 
but  here  is  the  authentic  account  of  him  with  which  I  have  been  fur- 
nifhed.  *  A  great  Mathematician,  and  a  great  Phydcian,  he  has  be- 
4  come  both  the  one  and  the  other  without  indruCtion,  and  without 
‘  the  lead  fmattering  of  a  learned  education.  He  is  the  honeded  foul 
4  alive;  in  the  commerce  of  life  he  has  all  the  fimplicity  of  a  child; 
c  he  is  gentle  to  thofe  who  have  offended  him  ;  gentle  as  an  Angel  to 
4  thofe  who  have  deceived  or  even  plundered  him ;  I  have  feen  him 
4  calm  and  tranquil  the  very  day  on  which  he  was  dripped  of  all  his 
4  money — a  character  the  mod  noble  and  mod  difmtereded  V 

Readers  of  fendbility,  who  take  delight  to  bnd  in  a  corrupt¬ 
ed  and  perverfe  world,  heaits  upright  and  generous,  flop  for  a 
moment  before  the  fpeaking  fhade  of  this  refpeCtable  Being!  A  jud 
difcernment,  a  reflective  attention,  much  penetration  and  folidity — 
thefe  it  is  impoflible  to  overlook  in  the  arch  of  the  forehead,  in  the 
Arongly  marked  bone  of  the  eye.  Indulgent  moderation  vifibly 
hovers  over  that  lip  fo  full  of  fweetnefs  and  half  clofed.  Applica¬ 
tion 
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tion  and  candor,  without  the  lead  degree  of  arrogance,  in  the  low¬ 
er  part  of  the  profile  ;  clear  and  profound  judgement  in  the  upper. 

4.  We  ha\  e  already  characterized  a  filhouette  of  this  head;  I  can¬ 
not  precifelv  determine  which  of  the  two  has  the  greateft  refemblance, 
as  it  is  more  than  twenty  years  fince  I  faw  the  great  man  whom  they 
reprefent.  The  one  before  us  indicates,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  be¬ 
ing  miftaken,  the  fpirit  of  refearch,  the  talent  of  analyfing  ideas,  inge¬ 
nuity  and  elegance  of  tafte.  There  is  not  one  of  my  Readers,  be  of 
what  nation  he  will,  who  durft  fay  or  think,  ‘  that  this  might  poflibly 
4  be  the  profile  of  an  ideot/  No  perfon  will  be  difpofed  to  contradict 
us,  when  we  affirm  :  That  the  arch  of  this  beautiful  forehead,  that 
the  fharp  bone  of  this  eye,  that  the  finking  on  the  fide  of  the  eye, 
that  the  contour  of  this  nofe,  that  this  rapid  tranfition  from  the  nofe 
to  the  lip,  that  the  elevation  and  form  of  the  two  lips,  that  the  har¬ 
mony  of  this  whole — indicate  a  judicious  man,  who  muff  look  through 
ten  thoufand,  before  he  can  find  his  equal. 

Yes,  the  Phyfionomy  is  true,  and  its  truth  is  incontefiable.  A  Tin¬ 
gle  exterior  line  is  clearly  pofTeffed  of  infinite  expreffion — and  if  one 
line  fays  fo  much,  what  muff  be  the  expreffive  power  of  a  thoufand, 
all  uniting  in  the  fame  face,  which  we  are  able  to  retrace,  obferve  and 
fiudy  in  fo  many  different  points  of  view? 
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K.  SIX  SILHOUETTES  MARKED  BY  LINES. 

We  here  place,  in  oppofition,  fix  filhouettes  entirely  different.  In 
order  to  render  this  difference  the  more  fenfible  we  have  marked  them 
by  lines,  which  fix  the  relation  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  profile, 
and  the  diverfity  of  their  pofition.  We  fuppofe  that  this  method 
will  fatisfy  fuch  of  our  Readers  as  feek  for  inftrueiion  rather  than 
amufement ;  it  will  facilitate  their  obfervations,  and  will  give  them 
an  idea  of  the  poflibility  of  one  day  reducing  the  Science  of  Phyfio- 
nomies  to  certain  principles,  at  leaft  in  part. 

In  how  many  different  points  of  view,  might  one  confider  the  fim- 
ple  profile  drawn  in  filhouette  !  How  many  varieties  are  furnifhed 
by  the  lines  which  interfeft  the  profiles  of  the  annexed  plate ;  varie¬ 
ties  to  which  generally  little  or  no  attention  is  paid ! 

Firft,  we  fee  in  them  the  extent  of  the  nine  horizontal  feftions  which 
we  have  adopted,  and  which  are  diftinguifhable  even  in  faces  of 
equal  fize. 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  unequal  breadth,  or  the  diverfity  of  the 
furface  from  the  extremity  of  the  hair  of  the  forehead  to  the  tip  of 
the  nofe.  Compare  particularly  a.  b.  c. 

Thirdly,  the  different  curvature  of  the  whole  form  of  the  face. 
Compare  in  this  view  the  profiles  a.  and  e. 

Finally,  the  inequality  of  each  feflion  taken  feparately,  and  the 
different  angles  which  each  forms  in  particular. 

I  have  remarked  that  the  more  effeminate  the  character  is,  the 
more  crooked  are  the  lines  of  the  face,  and  the  more  the  chin  re¬ 
treats  ;  this  appears  accordingly  in  the  profile  b.  and  flill  more  dif- 
tindfly  in  c. 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  mifunderflood.  A  retreating  chin  is  not  the 
abiolute  mark  of  a  loft  and  effeminate  charafler;  it  frequently  con¬ 
ceals  the  moll  manly  courage.  In  the  firft  cafe,  the  contours  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  face  are  at  the  fame  time  obtufe  and  rounded,  with¬ 
out  any  thing  angular. 
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A  proje&ing  chin  is  always  the  fign  of  a  firm  and  prudent  charac¬ 
ter,  of  a  mind  capable  of  refle&ing,  as  you  may  obferve  in  part  in 
the  profiles  d.  and  f. — or  to  fpeak  ftill  more  clearly :  a  prominent 
chin,  provided  it  project  not  fo  violently  as  to  refemble  the  form  of 
a  handle,  is  an  infallible  mark  of  force  and  wifdom. 

A  forehead  whofe  arch  without  finuations,  is  fo  fmooth,  fo  con¬ 
tinuous,  fo  obtufe  as  in  filhouette  c.  will  never  admit  of  an  aquiline 
nofe  ;  the  contour  of  the  nofe  will  be  concave,  and  this  concavity, 
and  the  circular  contour  near  the  bone  of  the  eye,  always  fuppofe  a 
retreating  chin. 

This  is  a  fludy  in  which  I  have  advanced  but  a  flep  or  two,  and  I 
fcarcely  begin  to  catch  and  determine  thefe  different  relations;  but  I 
forefee,  with  a  perfuafion  approaching  to  moral  certainty,  that  a 
Mathematical  Phyfionomift  of  the  next  age  will  learn  to  determine 
the  whole  of  a  profile,  from  a  given  number  of  exaft  fe&ions,  juft  as 
we  know  to  determine  the  abjcijfas  of  a  parabola  from  its  ordinates , 
and  the  fe£lions  of  a  parabola  by  the  abfciffas. 

Nature  is  homogeneous  and  geometrical  in  all  her  operations  and 
creations.  Never  does  (he  compofe  a  whole  whofe  parts  are  difcord- 
ant;  and  as  the  progrefhon  of  the  fe&ion  of  a  circle  or  parabola  is 
ever  uniform — in  like  manner  alfo  we  mull  fuppofe  that  the  progref- 
fion  of  a  fe&ion  of  the  face,  taken  in  its  flate  of  reft,  is  incapable  of 
variation.  This  idea,  I  forefee,  will  fhock  fome  philofophical  Rea¬ 
ders  whom  I  refpe£t  and  efteem,  and  to  whom  I  am  ready  to  allow  a 
thoufand  times  more  knowledge  than  I  poffefs ;  but  all  the  favour  I 
afk  of  them  is,  4  that  before  they  run  it  down,  they  would  employ  a 
<  few  years,  as  1  have  done,  in  making  obfervations.’ 

Perhaps  it  will  hardly  be  granted  me  that  there  are  any  means  to  de¬ 
termine  mathematically  the  relations  of  which  I  have  juft  been  fpeak- 
ing;  (the  execution  undoubtedly  will  be  extremely  difficult,  even 
on  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  poflible  in  theory).  It  will  however  I 
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hope  be  admitted,  c  That  certain  fedtions  of  the  profile  being  deter¬ 
mined _ (and  confequently  alfo  all  the  pofitions,  and  all  the  contours 

of  the  face,  in  whatever  point  of  view  you  take  them,  provided  that 
the  profile  itfelf  prefent  to  us  the  line  moft  eafily  to  be  found  and  de¬ 
termined) — it  will  be  admitted,  I  fay,  ‘  that  certain  fedtions  of  the 
<  profile  exadtly  given,  abfolutely  exclude  fuch  other  contours  in  the 
«  reft  of  the  profile  ;  that  accordingly  fuch  a  given  fedtion  can  admit 
c  only  of  fuch  a  progreffion — or  fuppofing  this  progreffion  fufceptible 
^  of  variety,  that  it  will  be  at  leaft  always  analogous  to  the  firft  traits. 

Ye  friends  of  truth,  who  obferve  Nature,  ye  who  with  me  adore  a 
God  who  determines  all  things — decide  not  haftily,  but  aflift  me  in 
my  refearches.  Prefume  not  to  didtate  laws  to  Nature;  it  is  her  pro¬ 
vince  to  fpeak,  and  yours  to  hear. 

I  fubjoin  a  few  words  refpedting  the  fignification  of  the  fix  profiles 

of  the  annexed  plate. 

a.  The  filhouette  of  a  good  young  man,  of  an  open  charadter,  a 
difpofition  happily  tempered,  a  found  judgement,  but  without  pene¬ 
tration  properly  fo  called.  You  difcover  folidity  in  that  face  ;  he 
cannot  be  called  timid,  but  he  is  not  a  man  of  great  enterprife.  He 
has  a  flrong  propenftty  to  fenfuality,  but  poddies  much  felf-govern- 

nient  in  this  refpedt. 

b.  The  Brother  of  the  preceding,  with  a  family  air  in  the  mouth. 
He  is  more  referved  than  the  other,  nay,  perhaps  fomewhat  headftrong. 
The  forehead  down  to  where  it  joins  the  nofe,  is  of  a  firmnefs  border¬ 
ing  on  obfiinacy  ;  and  though  it  wants  precifion,  to  judge  of  it  by  the 
part  next  the  eye-brow,  it  difcovers  howevei,  or  at  leaft  promii.es,. 
capacity,  and  efpecially  the  talent  of  catching  and  conveying  the  beau¬ 
ties  which  ftrike  the  fenfes.  The  relation  of  the  nofe  to  the  mouth, 
and  the  convexity  below  the  chin  exactly  denote  a  carelefs  mind,, 
firm  and  leferved  in  its  operations. 
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c.  This  Face,  it  is  evident,  has  not  been  drawn  with  fuflicient  ac¬ 
curacy  :  fuch  as  we  fee  it,  the  imprefs  of  effeminacy,  weaknefs  and 
obftinacy  is  clearly  vilible — efpecially  that  kind  of  obftinacy,  which 
chara6lerizes  weaknefs  of  mind,  embarrafTment  and  incapacity.  I 
will  not  accufe  her,  however,  of  malignity,  nor  of  meannefs.  There 
are  faces  which  gain  in  front,  what  they  lofe  in  profile,  and  this  per¬ 
haps  is  one  of  that  defcription,  This  fpecies  of  flat  nofes  frequently 
indicates  an  aptitude  to  receive  the  impreflions  of  fenfe  :  fometimes 
they  announce  levity  and  carelefihefs.  If  there  be  joined  to  thefe 
any  other  charafteriftic  traits  befides,  they  become  the  mark  of  a 
mind  contracted  or  even  flupid. 

d.  From  feeLng  and  experience  I  prefent  this  as  a  happy  phyfiono- 
my,  fage,  judicious  and  fincere — a  fixed,  fteady  and  firm  character. 

e.  His  judgement  rifes  almoft  to  penetration.  My  conjecture  is 
founded  on  the  acute  bone  of  the  eye,  and  the  exaCt  contour  of  the 
chin,  which  fupports,  as  this  does,  a  turned-up  nofe  of  fuch  a  form. 

f.  1  perceive  not  here  any  great  depth  of  judgement,  but  calmnefs 
of  reafon,  circumfpeCtion,  candor,  love  of  order,  and  perfevering 
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Here  are  the  hlhouettes  of  two  judicious  men,  of  eminent  talents, 
who,  notwithftanding  the  extreme  difference  of  their  features,  are  unit¬ 
ed  by  the  ties  of  the  moft  tender  friendfhip.  The  lines  by  which 
we  have  marked  their  profiles,  render  this  difference  the  more  ftrik- 
ing,  and  will  ferve  to  determine  it.  This  example  demonftrates  that 
the  mod:  perfect  harmony  of  fentiment  may  fubfift  between  perfons 
whofe  phyfionomy  and  charadter  are  different,  but  not  heterogeneous. 
I  would  afcribe  to  the  firft  face  a  greater  degree  of  penetration  and  in¬ 
genuity,  to  the  fecond  more  fenfe  and  goodnefs.  To  form  a  judgement 
of  thefe  two  men  from  the  forehead,  I  would  fay  that  the  firft  leads, 
and  that  the  fecond  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  led.  The  one  is  firm  and 
refolute;  the  other  docile  and  complaifant.  The  former  with  a  deli¬ 
cate  fenfe  of  honour  is  hurried  on  by  his  vivacity  ;  the  latter  always 
follows  the  bent  of  an  upright  and  gentle  charadter.  The  firft  ought 
to  be  on  his  guard  againft  impetuofity  and  precipitation ;  the  fecond, 
againft  an  excels  of  pliablenefs  and  indolence.  Forgive  me,  generous 
pair,  if  I  have  taken  the  liberty  thus  publickly  to  charadterize  you. 
Though  feparated  from  you,  I  muft  ever  love  you;  this  fentiment  is 
your  due,  on  account  of  the  friendfhip  which  unites  you.  Be  pleafed 
to  accept  the  homage  which  my  heart  thus  cheerfully  yields. 
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I  add  the  imperfeCt,  but  fpeaking  filhouette  of  a  youth  of  the 
moll  happy  organization,  To  dignity  of  fentiment  there  are  here  united 
great  vivacity  of  fpirit  and  fuperior  talents.  You  cannot  help  fup- 
poling  the  eye  of  an  eagle  in  connexion  with  fuch  a  profile  ;  but  with¬ 
out  allowing  any  thing  to  fuppofition,  and  notwithstanding  the  beau¬ 
tiful  forehead  is  concealed  by  the  hair,  wee  fee  at  once  that  this  is  not 
an  ordinary  perfonage.  We  are  under  the  neceflity  of  expeCting 
great  things  from  him.  If  he  difappoint  that  expectation — farewel 
to  Phyfiognomy. 


V 
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1  am  not  acquainted  with  the  originals  of  thefe  four  profiles ;  but 
I  maintain  that  not  one  of  them  is  entirely  true,  not  one  is  drawn 
with  perfeft  accuracy.  They  poffefs,  however,  a  fufficient  degree  of 
exaffnefs  to  furnifh  matter  for  fpeculation. 

Mark  firft  of  all  the  gradation  of  forms  ;  the  firft  is  the  ftraighteft, 
the  fourth  the  moft  curved. 

1.  Goodnefs,  tafte  and  dignity  in  the  higheft  degree  :  more  judge¬ 
ment  than  penetration.  It  is  evident  that  no  one  of  the  other  three 
faces  expreffes  fo  much  force  and  fenfibility.  I  fhould  be  tempted 
to  call  this  goodnefs  perfonified. 

2.  and  3.  Equally  exprefs  charaflers  full  of  goodnefs,  beings  affec¬ 
tionate  and  amiable,  lefs  fublime  indeed  than  1.  but  perhaps  more  in¬ 
genuous,  efpecially  3.  The  forehead  2.  cannot  poflibly  be  accurate¬ 
ly  taken.  A  line  fo  ftraight,  a  fall  fo  rapid,  is  not  natural,  and  lead: 
of  all  in  a  face  fo  full  of  fweetnefs. 
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Profile  4.  may  very  poflibly  be  that  of  the  mod  fenfible  and  the  mod 
ingenious  of  the  four  perfons  before  us ;  but  if  I  mud  admit  this  nofe} 
which  undoubtedly  indicates  a  penetrating  genius,  the  Defigner  muft 
have  failed  in  hitting  the  tranfition  from  the  forehead  to  the  nofe. 

Were  I  permitted  to  choofe,  1  would  form  my  tafte  with  the  firfl  ; 
I  would  take  the  fecond  for  my  difciple  ;  the  third  fhould  train  me 
to  virtue  ;  the  fourth  fhould  be  my  councellor,  and  her  advice  I 
would  receive  and  follow  with  filial  deference. 

The  filhouette  that  follows  prefents  a  woman  of  talents,  very  hap¬ 
pily  organized,  pofTeffed  of  dignity,  penetration  and  wifdom,  and 
who  is  not  far  below  the  point  of  greatnefs.  Who  is  not  far  below  it! 
And  wherefore  P — Becaufe  fhe  has  too  much  vivacity,  too  much 
irritability,  too  little  calmnefs — and  a  perfehl  and  Jleady  calmnefs  of 
mind  is  ejfential  to  unmixed  greatnefs.  The  charafter  pofTeffes  eneigy 
fufficient  for  the  acquifition  of  this  mental  calm  ;  but  to  acquiie  it 
would  call  for  repeated  efforts,  which  were  unneceffary,  had  the  tran¬ 
quillity  been  natural.  In  this  laft  cafe,  it  would  have  more  innate 
greatnefs :  in  its  prefent  flate,  it  has  more  virtue,  or  moral  merit. 
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G.  St. 

Here  we  are  preferred  with  a  man  arrived  at  maturity,  and  a  very 
promifing  youth. 

Though  in  filhouettes  of  the  whole  figure,  the  effeft  of  the  light 
always  injures  the  clearnefs  and  accuracy  of  the  profile,  it  will  how¬ 
ever  without  hefitation  be  admitted,  that  the  principal  figure  has  a 
character  of  wifdom,  and  that  the  young  man  difcovers  hopeful  dif- 
pofitions  :  the  attitudes  apart,  if  you  will,  which  are  not  entirely  def- 
titute  of  fignification.  Both  phyfionomies  are  full  of  foul,  of  viva¬ 
city  and  refolution.  The  filhouette  of  the  grown  man  is  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  objeft  which  it  reprefents  ;  it  is  impofiible,  notwithftanding, 
to  overlook  in  it  a  charaHer  of  originality  and  greatnefs.  This  cha- 
rafler  is  vifible  in  the  contour  and  pofition  of  the  forehead,  as  alfo 
in  the  contour  of  the  nofe  and  mouth.  But  the  tranfition  from  the 
forehead  to  the  nofe  weakens  in  fome  meafure  this  expreflion  of  great¬ 
nefs  ;  this  trait  is  not  natural. 

In  the  youth  I  difcover  an  energy  which  is  as  yet  concealed  and  re- 
prefled,  but  capable  of  breaking  out  into  violent  pafiion.  Frank  and 
intrepid,  with  a  difpofition  to  gaiety,  he  will  have  to  combat  with 
caprice  and  obftinacy.  I  love  him  neverthelefs  with  all  my  foul,  though 
I  have  never  feen  him,  and  know  nothing  of  him.  In  his  attachments 
he  will,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  have  lefs  tendernefs  and  expanfion  of 
heart,  than  vivacity  and  lleadinefs. 


< 
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MADAME  DE  ST. 

■  —  T’  '  ‘  "  

This  is  the  mother,  holding,  as  I  think,  the  buft  of  the  youth  pre-* 
fented  at  full  length  in  the  preceding  plate ;  or  elfe  this  bull:  is  that 
of  his  brother ;  at  leaf!  the  hind-head  differs  a  little  from  the  former 
defign,  that  is,  it  has  a  little  more  delicacy.  In  other  refpe&s,  the 
forehead,  the  nofe  and  the  mouth  preferve  the  fame  character,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  that  in  the  buff,  the  traits  are  more  marked  and  precife, 
efpecially  thofe  about  the  chin. 

I  leave  it  to  Connoiffeurs  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  female  figure. 
Taken  all  together  it  appears  to  me  one  of  the  mod;  noble,  and  almoft 
that  of  a  fuperior  Being,  I  difcover  in  it,  what  is  fo  rarely  to  be  found, 
much  harmony  in  the  whole.  The  profile  in  itfelf,  the  manner  in 
which  fne  holds  the  buff,  the  attitude  of  the  figure  in  general,  all 
indicate — I  fpeak  with  confidence,  though  I  know  the  Original  only 
by  name — all  indicate  exquifite  fenfe,  fuperior  courage,  refolution 
and  firmnefs.  This  face  feems  to  promife,  with  certainty,  a  quality 
rarely  to  be  found  in  men,  and  ft  ill  more  rarely  in  women— the  art 
of  liftening  calmly  and  with  intereft;  an  art  which  includes  fo  large 
a  field,  which  renders  a  man  fo  eflimable  in  the  view  both  of  his  heart 
and  underflanding.  To  fay  of  any  one  ‘That  he  liftens  calmly,  with 
*  intereft  and  without  affectation/  is  the  higheft  encomium  that  can 
be  paid. 
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Two  women  of  very  fuperior  merit ;  of  a  chara&er  extremely  dif¬ 
ferent,  but  not  incompatible.  The  one  fhines  in  the  commerce  of 
the  great  world,  the  other  is  one  of  the  Learned,  and  an  ingenious 
Thinker.  Sure  I  am,  that  after  this  diftin£tion,  every  Obferver,  with 
the  llighteft  degree  of  attention,  will  be  able  to  trace  the  chara&er  of 
thefe  two  filhouettes.  He  will  have  lefs  occafion  to  hefitate,  if  I  add, 
that  the  one  is  fedate,  and  the  other  reftlefs :  the  one  views  obje£ts  in 
grofs,  the  other  in  detail :  the  one  decides  promptly,  the  other  weighs 
and  examines  :  the  one  polfelfes  mod  dignity,  the  other  greater  pe¬ 
netration  :  the  one  is  frank  and  docile,  the  other  referved  and  poll- 
tive.  A  fingle  glance,  Reader,  is  fufhcient  in  order  to  form  this 
judgement :  pronounce  it  for  thyfelf. 


Here 
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Here  I  feel  myfelf  conftrained  to  advance  a  truth,  which  I  hope 
will  offend  no  one.  A  truth  which  falls  upon  every  individual  of  a 
fpecies  cannot  poffibly  give  offence.  It  is  this :  Judgement ,  in  all  the 
force  of  that  term,  the  exatt  cmalyfis  of  the  individual  fenfe  and  import  of 
words ,  confidered  as  arbitrary  figns  of  ideas — Of  this  women  are  fcarcely  ca¬ 
pable,  The  reafonablenefs ,  and  fentiment  of  truth ,  Nature  has  ajfigned  as 
their  portion.  Not  that  I  would,  however,  refufe  this  judgement  properly 
fo  called ,  to  all  women  in  general.  The  rule  admits  of  exceptions ; 
but  they  are  very  few.  Profile  a.  is  one  of  them  :  it  merits  this  dif- 
tin&ion  from  the  contour  and  pofition  of  the  forehead. 
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SILHOUETTES  OF  CHRIST. 

The  fix  profiles  of  the  annexed  plate  were  drawn  at  different  times, 
after  a  buff  intended  to  reprefent  Jefus  Chrift.  On  examining  them 
feparately,  and  afterwards  comparing  them  with  one  another,  they 
will  furnifh  matter  for  fome  interefting  obfervations. 

They  all  have  an  air  of  uneafmefs  and  chagrin,  an  expreftion  of 
indifference  bordering  on  weaknefs. 

Every  one  of  thefe  filhouettes  bears  a  certain  imprefs  of  greatnefs ; 
and  yet  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  really  deferves  to  be  called  great. 
That  which  makes  them  appear  fuch,  is  the  nofe  ;  and  with  refpedl  to 
this  part,  Nos.  1.2.5.  6.  are  much  fuperior  to  the  others  ;  that  feature 
in  3.  and  4.  having  nothing  diflinguifhed.  Of  the  foreheads,  3.  is  leaff 
fo  ;  it  may  even  pafs  for  harfh.  4.  Is  not  much  better.  After  them 
come  2.  and  6.  But  1.  has  much  more  dignity,  and  is  in  harmony 
with  the  contour  of  the  nofe  ;  5  approaches  neareff  to  true  greatnefs. 

The  mouths  are  all  too  flefhy,  which  gives  them  an  indolent,  embar- 
raffed  and  ungraceful  air.  This  decifion  we  pronounce  particularly  on 
3.  5.  and  6;  but  I  would,  to  a  certain  degree,  except  2.  and  4.  which  with¬ 
out  having  a  chara&er  of  dignity,  prefent  however  nothing  ordinary. 

No.  2.  poffefTes  moft  harmony  in  the  combined  whole. 

There  is  much  difproportion  between  thefe  long  nofes  and  narrow 
foreheads. 

In  general,  no  one  of  thefe  heads  is  worthy  of  being  deemed  an 

ideal  reprefentation  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Ah  !  if  Antiquity  had  tranfmitted  to  us  an  exadl  profile  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Jefus,  how  dear  would  that  image  be  to  my  heart !  I  would  facri- 
fice  every  thing  to  get  poffeflion  of  it  j  it  fhould  be  to  me  the  moft 
auguft  and  moft  facred  of  monuments.  Yes,  I  fhould  difcover  in  his 
celeftial  features  the  teftimony  of  thofe  truths  which  he  left  behind 
Him.  I  fhould  trace  in  them  the  whole  character  of  his  Gofpel ;  and 
this  proof  would  fpeak  more  home  to  my  mind  than  the  moft  faithful 
verfions,  nay  more  than  the  original  manufcripts  themfelves. 

R,  1*  This 
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R. 

1.  This  profile,  beyond  a  doubt,  is  that  of  a  man  of  ingenuity, 
goodnefs  and  generofity,  who  unites,  in  an  affemblage  rarely  to  be 
found,  judgement  to  fenfibility,  and  a  poetical  talent  to  metaphyfical 
genius.  Seldom  does  it  happen  that  fo  much  tafte  is  joined  to  fuch 
knowledge,  fuch  goodnefs  of  heart  to  fo  much  penetration. 

I  admit  that  the  filhouette  is  not  faultlefs,  and  that  it  might  have  pre- 
fented  thefe  qualities  with  more  truth  and  precifion  ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  we  clearly  difcern  thefe  qualities  in  the  principal  form ,  where 
they  appear  to  advantage,  or  rather  in  a  decided  manner, 

A  forehead  fo  clear  and  hoping  backward,  the  almoft  impercepti¬ 
ble  fall  of  that  nofe,  thofe  lips  gently  clofed,  that  prominent  chin,  and 
the  beautiful  harmony  of  the  whole — thefe  are  figns  by  which  cha- 
ra&ers  fuch  as  this  may  be  manifefted. 

2.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  this  profile,  whofe  too  oval  form  has 
fomething  very  lingular.  If  it  prefents  nothing  great,  it  announces  at 
leaft  a  Thinker  endowed  with  fuperior  talents,  but  whofe  phlegmatic 
and  fanguine  temperament  is  not  greatly  fufceptible  of  paffion. 

3.  The  forehead,  the  nofe  and  the  hind-head  denote  a  degree  of 
good  fenfe  which  rifes  to  penetration.  You  find  in  this  filhouette 
clearnefs  and  a  methodical  fpirit ;  but  you  muff  not  look  for  ingenuity 
and  elegance. 

The  head  4.  is  like  wife  unknown  to  me,  and  has  much  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  caricature  ;  but  it  is  not  the  lefs,  for  that,  the  head  of  a  man 
of  profound  underflanding,  who  thinks  for  himfelf,  and  to  whom 
fearch  after  truth  is  a  matter  of  neceffity  :  a  character  referved,  firm 
and  manly,  to  which  I  would  allow  perhaps  more  depth  -than  to  the 
other  three  profiles  of  this  plate,  and  clearnefs  of  apprehenfion  infe¬ 
rior  only  to  1. 

3  H 
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Another  ftriking  example  how  much  more  true '  and  expreflive  the 
filhouette  is  than  the  portrait ;  even  had  this  one,  to  a  certain  point, 
the  merit  of  refemblance. 

This  face  is  the  fame  with  No.  i  of  the  preceding  plate. 

Here  undoubtedly  the  prefence  of  the  eye  produces  a  very  great 
effeft :  it  evidently  announces  a  judgement  found  and  luminous. 
In  that  open  look  who  does  not  difcover  a  mind  pure  and  can¬ 
did  ? 

You  conceive  an  equal  affeflion  for  the  forehead.  Beyond  doubt 
it  is  not  that  of  an  ordinary  man.  Every  thinking  head  will  grant  this 
one  its  efteem,  and  will  be  happy  to  affociate  with  it. 

But  after  that,  compare  the  two  faces  in  whole,  and  you  will  pre- 
fently  perceive  in  the  filhouette,  advantages  which  difappear  in  the 
portrait.  The  fhade,  in  my  opinion,  poffeffes  much  more  dignity 
and  gentlenefs,  calmnefs  and  harmony.  The  portrait,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  conveys  with  a  degree  of  harfhnefs  the  exterior  contour  from 
the  tip  of  the  nofe  down  to  the  chin  ;  the  nofe,  in  it,  indicates  much 
more  fenfuality ;  the  cavity  near  the  root  of  the  nofe  in  the  (haded 
portrait  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  become  the  chara&eriftic  fign  of  pene- 
netration — and,  on  the  other  hand,  this  hollow  is  too  ftrongly  mark¬ 
ed  to  exprefs  the  poetic  imagination  of  the  Original ;  imagination 
which  I  can  clearly  trace  in  the  filhouette,  efpecially  in  the  outline 
extending  from  the  bone  of  the  eye,  half  way  down  the  nofe.  The 
form  of  the  face  is,  befides,  a  little  too  much  upon  the  oval,  or  over 
ftretched,  in  the  portrait :  it  is  lefs  fo  in  the  filhouette,  and  from  this 
very  circumftance  the  latter  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  the 
former. 

I  pretend  not  to  fay,  however,  that  this  filhouette  is  a  mafler-piece. 
It  appears  to  me,  for  example,  that  the  eye-brow  ought  not  to  have 

been 
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been  omitted  :  this  trait  alone  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  truth  of 
the  profile,  and  draw  out,  ftill  more,  that  fagacity  of  which  it  prefents 
an  expreflion  fo  natural. 

I  conclude  with  obferving,  that  the  jaw  has  a  chara&er  of  fenfibility 
not  very  remote  from  effeminacy. 


m 
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I  would  fay,  the  moment  I  call  my  eye  on  this  profile,  There  is 
the  face  of  a  Prince  :  and  I  would  found  this  judgement  fimply  on 
the  filhouette,  though  perhaps  it  be  not  perfe6tly  accurate.  Nothing 
here  announces  the  Cit ;  and  if  I  can  trull  my  individual  fentiment, 
this  phyfionomy  is  one  of  thofe  which  may  be  pronounced  to  be 
c  marked  by  the  finger  of  God/  I  difcover  in  it  magnanimity,  dig¬ 
nity  and  courage;  a  high  degree  of  refolution  ;  the .fingular  talent  of 
profoundly  concealing  what  it  is  proper  to  difguife,  and  of  unreferv- 
edly  communicating  what  ought  to  be  known  :  a  talent  of  fuch  dif¬ 
ficult  combination,  and  yet  fo  necelfary  to  perfons  in  an  exalted 
ftation.  I  farther  perceive  confummate  prudence,  equally  exempt 
from  diftrufi:  and  inquietude;  and,  without  having  feen  the  eye,  I 
read  in  the  contour  of  the  forehead  and  nofe  only,  a  look  not  to  be 
deceived,  firm,  impofing,  which  pierces  through  every  difguife,  un- 
mafks  the  cheat,  makes  the  traitor  tremble,  but  at  the  fame  time  in- 
fpires  the  good  man  with  confidence.  The  contour  of  the  forehead 
is  altogether  extraordinary  ;  it  prefages  the  greateft  and  moft  glorious 
enterprizes^-The  defign  of  the  mouth  is  fomewhat  harfh ;  but  it 
conveys,  neverthelefs,  an  expreffion  of  candour,  goodnefs-and,  courage. 
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V.  FREDERICK  II.  KING  OF  PRUSSIA. 

We  have  purpofely  introduced,  in  the  Fragment  of  Silhouettes,  a 
variety  of  engraved  portraits  and  profiles.  They  will  ferve  to  con" 
firm  our  affertion,  apparently  fo  paradoxical,  and  yet  fo  true :  ‘  That 
c  an  exact  filhouette  fays  more  than  the  portrait,  unlefs  the  latter  be 
e  a  very  perfe£t  likenefs.’ 

Here  is  a  tolerably  accurate  refemblance,  at  lead  it  pafles  for  fuch, 
of  one  of  the  greateft  of  Kings ;  of  that  Prince,  c  whom,’  to  ufe  the 
expreffion  of  the  German  poet,  *  every  Nation  would  wifh  to  have 
e  for  a  King,  and  every  King  ought  to  take  for  a  model.’ 

Eighteen  years  have  elapfed  fince  I  had  the  felicity  to  behold  this 
Prince,  the  terror  and  admiration  of  Europe.  With  what  eager  im¬ 
patience  did  I  expert  the  inftant  of  his  approach !  I  was  acquainted 
with  an  infinite  number  of  portraits  of  him,  which  all  prefented  them- 

felves  to  my  mind,  and  kept  it  in  fufpenfe. - He  appeared — and 

his  prefence  difiipated  all  the  images  which  floated  in  my  brain,  and 
every  ideal  reprefentation  difappeared  like  a  ftar  before  the  fun. — 
Plow  different  was  this  great  man  from  the  perfon  I  had  put  in  his 
place,  how  feebly  had  they  reprefented  him  !  How  different  even 
from  the  portrait  before  us,  which,  however,  is  the  befh  likenefs  we 
have  of  him  !  At  that  time  I  had  no  idea  of  the  Science  of  Phyfiono- 
mies  ;  but  never  can  I  forget  the  trembling  emotion  with  which  I 
was  feized,  at  fight  of  this  Aug ufi:  Perfonage.  Yes,  I  faw  him  fuch 
as  he  is  reprefented  in  this  print,  2s  far  as  the  art  of  the  graver  and  the 
imagination  of  the  Defigner  have  been  able  to  approach  the  Original, 
and  convey  an  idea  of  it  in  a  fize  fo  diminutive.  It  is  not  thus  that 
Artifts,  unfkilled  in  Phyfiognomy,  have  hitherto  painted  him.  They 
have  introduced  into  their  portraits,  a  kind  of  beauty  and  greatnefs,  the 
mere  work  of  their  own  fancy.  Frederick  had  no  need  of  any  ad¬ 
vantage  of  figure  to  extort  this  acknowledgement,  ‘  That  from  his 
‘  firft  exifting  lineaments,  Nature  defigned  him  for  a  great  man ;  to 
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e  exercife  fovereign  fway  over  nations.’  Of  all  the  phylionomies 
which  I  have  examined,  there  is  not  a  fingle  one  which  bears  fo 
ftrongly  as  this  does,  the  imprefs  of  its  high  deftiny.  All  the  envi¬ 
ous — but  a  King  is  too  exalted  to  have  any  but  Kings  for  his  rivals, — 
all  the  envious,  all  the  enemies  of  Phyfiognomy  mull:  fay  at  fight  of 
this  prince  :  e  There  is  a  fublime  chara&er,  a  Hero  !’  or  whether  they 
fay  fo  or  not,  they  will  feel  it. 

I  fpeak  as  yet  only  of  the  principal  form  of  the  face  ;  and  though 
an  effential  part  of  it  be  concealed  by  the  hat,  you  may,  however, 
eafily  conjecture  what  it  is,  from  the  profile  of  the  nofe.  What  may 
not  be  prefaged  from  fuch  a  bony  fyftem  ! 

All  who  have  feen  the  King  of  Pruffia  have  been  {truck  with  his 
look  ;  they  cannot  refrain  from  fpeaking  of  it.  ‘  His  large  eyes  dart 
4  the  molt  piercing  looks,  but  tempered  with  clemency,*  fays  the  Poet 
Gleim.  ‘  His  eyes,’  fays  Lichtenberg,  c  announce  the  great  man  ; 

‘  and  his  traits  the  Monarch.’ 

1  have  confidered  that  eye  at  a  very  fmall  diftance  ;  I  have  obferv- 
ed  it  at  leifure.  More  firm  than  brilliant,  it  rather  penetrates  than 
dazzles.  The  print  gives  it  with  fufficient  accuracy,  though  liable  to  - 
certain  reftriCtions.  In  the  Original  the  white  appears  more,  and  the 
black  is  confequently  fmaller,  but,  for  this  reafon  more  concentrated. 
Such  a  form  does  not  promife  an  ordinary  look.  But  I  have  not  caught 
this  beaded  look  in  its  focus,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion. 

But  the  look  apart,  let  the  Phyfionomift  be  blindfolded — and  only 
permitted  to  draw  his  finger  lightly  from  the  fummit  of  the  forehead 
to  the  extremity  of  the  nofe — let  this  proof  be  applied  to  nine  thou- 
fand,  nine  hundred  and  ninety  nines  faces — let  the  face  of  Frederick 
be  the  ten  thoufandth — and  the  Phyfionomift  will  exclaim  in  the  ad- 
admiration  of  refpeCl  :  s  This  man  was  deftined  to  the  throne  !  He  is 
4  born  to  aftonifh  the  Univerfe !  Great  a&ions  are  as  neceflary  to  his 
4  exiftence  as  the  air  which  he  breathes !  Stimulated  by  his  genius,  he 

4  feels 
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c  feels  the  fuperiority  of  his  powers ;  and  this  feeling  changes  into  im- 
‘  patience  againft  mankind,  becaufe  he  no  where  finds  his  equal  ;  be- 
c  caufe  thofe  who  approach  neareft  to  his  greatnefs,  can  never,  how- 
c  ever,  fully  reach  it.’ 

This  impatience  againft  the  human  race,  the  forehead,  which  forms 
almoft  a  ftraight  and  continued  line  with  the  nofe,  the  forehead  an¬ 
nounces  it,  and  muft  communicate  the  expreflion  of  it  to  the  cheeks 
and  lips.  The  King’s  face  is  much  wrinkled,  and  interfered  by  fmall 
veins  :  every  thing  in  it  fuggefts  the  idea  of  vaft  enterprifes,  and  of 
defigns  crofting  each  other. 

An  exa6l  filhouette  of  this  perfonage,  who  ftands  alone  in  his  clafs, 
would  prefent  to  the  eye  but  a  flight  trace  of  the  impatience  which 
we  afciibe  to  him,  but  the  mind  would  infer  it  in  almoft  all  its  ex¬ 
tent.  You  remark  in  the  Original,  and  partly  alfo  in  this  print,  a  An¬ 
gular  contrail;  at  once  the  tranquillity  and  repo fe  of  a  great  foul, 
filled  with  a  fentiment  of  its  own  fuperiority — and  the  reftleffnefs  and 
difcontent  of  that  fuperior  man,  looking  in  vain  for  an  equal  with 
whom  he  might  contend.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  they  who  hit 
not  this  contrail,  form  fuch  different  judgements  of  our  Hero.  To 
fome  his  phyfionomy  is  as  a  calm  and  ferene  firmament,  the  prefage 
of  fine  weather;  while  it  appears  to  others  a  cloudy  and  lowering  Iky, 
loaded  with  thunder  and  tempeft. 

The  attitude  is  not  that  of  a  gallant  Warrior.  The  weight  of  years 
and  a£lions,  of  fchemes  and  cares  feem  to  lie  heavy  on  thefe  Ihoulders. 
The  ftature  appears  to  me  a  little  above  nature,  and  its  length  forms  a 
contrail  with  the  clofe  traits  of  the  face. 

******* 

Let  me  add  to  this  (ketch,  fo  feeble  and  imperfeft,  the  authorities 
of  two  ingenious  Writers. 

‘  Every 
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*  •  * 

6  Every  great  man  has  a  look  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  which  can- 
6  not  be  imitated.  This  mark,  which  nature  has  imprinted  on  his 
‘  faCe,  is  fuperior  to  every  advantage  of  figure,  and  transforms  a  So- 
<  crates  into  a  handfome  man. — Whoever  has  received  this  diftin&ive 
4  mark,  feels  indeed  that  he  is  inverted  with  it ;  but  is  ignorant  of  its 
£  feat,  which  is  infinitely  various.’  (This  is  true,  yet  I  have  almoft 
always  found  this  mark  in  the  contour  of  the  eye-lid,  between  the 
eye-brows,  or  near  the  root  of  the  nofe.  It  is  in  this  laft  place  that 
it  diftindtly  appears  in  our  Hero  )  ‘  Sovereigns  have  alfo  their  cha- 

e  rafteriftic  trait;  but  it  is  common  to  them  all:  for  it  may  be  affirm- 
c  ed  that  they  all  have  a  refemblance.  The  eminence  of  their  dig- 
‘  nity  is  expreflea  on  the  countenance/  Du  Manage;  p.  131.  Ger¬ 
man  Edition. 

*  *  * 

4  A  new  light  has  iffued  from  the  centre  in  which  he  refides,  and 
e  has  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  rert  of  Europe.  In  the  Art  of  War  and 
c  of  Government  ;  in  matters  of  Religion  and  in  Legiflation ;  as  Pro- 
4  te&or  of  the  Mufes,  and  in  private  life — He,  Frederick,  ever  will  be 

*  a  model  to  Kings.  What  good  has  he  not  done  during  the  courfe 

*  of  his  glorious  reign  !  It  is  from  the  elevation  of  his  throne  that  we 
e  have  feen  the  radiance  proceed  which  illuminates  and  enlivens  the 
4  Sciences.  He  it  is  who  has  eftablifhed  the  fpirit  of  philofophy  and 
‘  toleration.  He  has  banifhed  oriental  pomp,  luxury  and  excefs,  which 
4  were  formerly  confidered  as  necertary  to  the  fplendor  of  Courts;  he 
4  has  aimed  a  mortal  blow  at  ignorance,  blind  zeal  and  fuperftition  ; 
4  he  has  introduced  into  every  department  economy  and  order,  a£ti- 
4  vity  and  axaflnefs.  How  deeply  indebted  to  him  are  the  fine  Arts! 

‘  His 
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4  His  Age  has  affumed  his  chara&er,  and  this  Age  is  his  mod  honour- 

*  able  panegyric. — But  while  he  admires  fo  many  wonders,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  a  vaft  genius,  the  friend  of  Humanity,  the  Philofopher 
6  will  dill  be  conftrained  to  breathe  a  figh  over  the  imperfeflion 
4  and  inftability  attached  to  all  human  things.  will  not  be  able  to 

*  conceal  from  himfelf  that  the  progrefs  of  the  mind  enervates  courage 

*  at  the  fame  time  ;  that  economy  may  be  pufhed  too  far;  that  Phi- 
e  lofophy  has  frequently  given  birth  to  incredulity,  that  unbounded 
4  toleration  gives  encouragement  to  a  temerity  in  reafoning  and  loofe- 

*  nefs  of  morals  which  may  produce  dangerous  confequences  to  future 

*  generations.  In  a  word,  he  will  recolle£t  that  with  the  Romans, 
4  a  rage  for  war  and  conqueft  prepared  at  a  diftance  the  fall  of  Em- 
4  pire. — Other  times,  other  circumftances  may  lead  to  other  effe&s. 
c  The  equilibrium  of  Europe  may  be  fhaken — the  balance  will  rife  or 
4  fall :  but  to  what  fide  will  it  lean  ?  This  is  concealed  from  our  eyes; 
4  this  is  known  only  to  Him  by  whom  the  deftiny  of  Nations  is  weigh- 
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The  vignette  below  reprefents  the  fame  face  fomewhat  enlarged,  and 
no  one  can  miftake  it.  The  likenefs  is  obvious  whether  from  com* 
parifon  with  fo  many  other  portraits  of  the  King  which  have  much  lefs 
refemblance,  or  becaufe  a  head  fo  chara£teriftic  cannot  be  entirely 
miftaken  for  another,  efpecially  when  the  ufual  appendages  are  added. 
Compare,  however,  this  vignette  with  the  profile  which  clofes  the 
following  article,  and  you  will  perceive  how  much  it  lofes,  and  will 
be  convinced  that  we  are  not  hazarding  a  bold  affertion  merely,  when 
we  affirm,  4  That  an  exa6t  filhouette  better  depifts  the  moral  charac- 
s  ter,  than  a  portrait  which  is  only  a  half  likenefs.’ 
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This  filhouette,  I  fuppofe,  has  not  been  drawn  after  nature,  but  cut 
from  idea  :  yet  is  fo  full  of  truth  and  exprelfion,  that  it  bids  defiance  to 
the  moft  obftinate  and  incredulous  Antagonift  of  our  Science.  Com- 
'  pared  with  a  hundred  thoufand,  this  filhouette  will  always  preferve 
the  diftinguifhed,  the  altogether  Angular  chara6ter  of  him  whom  it  re- 
prefents.  I  folemnly  proteft  that  as  often  as  I  look  at  it,  and  at  the 
very  moment  I  am  writing,  I  am  penetrated  with  a  veneration  fuch  as 
I  fhould  feel  at  fight  of  an  inhabitant  of  a  fuperior  World.  I  dare  not 
fpeak  aloud  all  I  think,  or  rather  all  I  feel.  What  harmony,  what 
unity,  what  juftnefs  of  relation  in  the  whole  l  What  force  of  expref- 
fion,  what  energy  in  the  nofe  fingly,  or  if  you  pleafe,  only  in  its  al- 
moft  imperceptible  elevation,  which  has  been  entirely  negle&ed  in 
the  preceding  vignette,  and  which  always  polfelfes  however  an  afto- 
nifhing  fignificancy.  Every  thing  here  announces  a  mind  which  fees, 
which  decides,  which  produces,  which  wills  and  a6ls  with  the  rapi¬ 
dity  of  lightning  ;  every  thing  indicates  a  genius  ever  vi&orious  of  it- 
felf,  a  man  accuftomed  to  give  the  law  to  others,  but  who  receives  it 
from  no  one.  Who  dares  fay  to  him,  4  What  doll  thou  ?  His  will  is 
not  to  be  fhaken  ;  he  knows  he  is  able  to  perform  what  it  were  impof- 
fible  for  millions  of  men  to  atchieve — and  this  chara&er  is  expreffed 
by  the  truly  original  arch  formed  by  the  contour  of  the  face.  Detach 
from  this  profile  the  angle  which  refults  from  the  lines  a.  and  b;  apply 
it  to  a  thoufand  other  filhouettes — and  find  its  equal,  if  you  can. 
But  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  a  perfonage  fo  exalted,  and  to  a  Mo¬ 
narch  fo  glorious,  we  mult  not  difguife  it,  from  infpe&ing  the  traits 
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of  his  face,  indulgence  and  moderation  appear  in  him  rather  acquire 
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I  once  more  repeat ;  In  order  to  profecute  with  advantage  the  ftudy  of 
Phyfiognomy,  it  is  neceffary  to  begin  with  filhouettes. — Make  choice, 
for  this  purpofe,  of  fuch  as  are  very  exadt ;  interfedl  them  by  feveral 
horizontal,  perpendicular  and  oblique  lines ;  then  look  for  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  thefe  lines;  and  after  a  very  few  effays  carefully  made,  you 
will  advance  with  the  pace  of  a  giant. 

We  are  going  to  fubmit  to  this  kind  of  proof  the  annexed  profile, 
to  which  we  fhall  oftener  than  once  recur.  Let  us  firft  examine  it  by 
means  of  the  fubdividing  lines. 

Obferve,  in  the  firft  place,  the  deviation  of  the  line  a  a  a  from  the 
parallelifm  of  the  perpendicular  lines  i  i  i  and  h  h  h. 

Remark,  fecondly,  the  angle  which  the  line  d  d  d  forms  with  the 
line  a  a  a,  efpecially  with  the  lower  fedtion. 

Thirdly,  obferve  the  charadteriftic  triangle  compofed  of  the  lines 
d  d  d,  f  f  and  h  h  ;  and  pay  particular  attention  to  the  length  and 
the  proportion  of  the  two  Tides  of  the  right  angle  h — e,  which  deter¬ 
mines  the  pofition  of  the  forehead. 

Fourthly,  confider  the  diftance  of  the  horizontal  line  e  e  e  e  from 
that  which  runs  through  the  point  of  the  nofe  f  f  f  f;  and  finally,  the 
diftance  of  this  laft  line  from  that  which  paffes  through  the  middle 
point  of  the  mouth  g  g  g. 

Analyze  thus  profiles  which  differ  moft  from  each  other,  and  you 
will  be  aftomfhed  to  fee  to  what  a  point  of  exadlnefs  Nature  is  always 
faithful,  always  true,  and  always  regular. 

In  order  to  fimplify  the  operation,  it  will  be  fufffcient  to  detach 
the  irregular  four-fided  figure  which  fixes  the  extremities  of  the  out¬ 
line  from  the  root  of  the  hair.  Apply  afterwards,  fuppofing  you 
however  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Original  of  this  pro¬ 
file,  apply,  I  fay,  this  four-fided  figure  to  a  profile  of  the  fame  fize, 
but  of  a  character  entirely  oppofite ;  and  on  comparing  the  per- 

Vol.1I.  ...  3L  .  pendicular 


fragment  eleventh. 


aa  6 

pendicular  line  h  h  h  with  the  fame  height  of  the  hair  of  the  fore¬ 
head,  you  will  difcover  the  mod  aflonifhing  contrarieties  and  con¬ 
trails.  Your  aflonifhment  will  increafe  if  you  repeat  this  experiment 
on  the  profile  of  a  known  chara&er,  equidiflant  from  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding. 

The  experiment  will  be  rendered  Hill  more  eafy  and  more  fimple; 
if  you  confine  it  to  the  triangle  which  determines  the  height  of  the 
profiles  (  d  d  d,  f  f,  h  h.  ).  You  will  fee,  and  with  difficulty  be  per- 
fuaded,  how  many  things  the  difference  alone  of  the  three  fides  of 
this  triangle  exprefs. 
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This  is  the  fame  filhouette  enlarged,  and  drawn  with  greater  truth ; 
and  though  it  be  not  after  all  perfe&ly  accurate,  it  is,  however,  more 
fo  than  all  the  portraits  which  ever  were,  or  ever  will  be  drawn  of 
this  face.  The  copy  will  never  be  either  liable  to  be  totally  midaken, 
nor  a  perfe£t  likenefs.  Such  as  we  fee  it  here,  I  could  fay  a  great 
deal  about  it,  but  I  prefer  charaflerifing  the  Original  by  a  few  touches. 

Variable  and  irritable  to  an  excefs,  of  an  organifation  infinitely  de¬ 
licate,  he  compofes  a  whole  the  mod  lingular,  and  whofe  parts  are 
flrangely  contralfed.  A  Child  may  lead  him,  and  yet  the  united 
powers  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men  could  not  move  him.  He  will 
grant  all  you  wilh  to  obtain  of  him,  or  he  will  grant  nothing:  for 
this  reafon  he  is  tenderly  beloved  by  fome,  and  mortally  hated  by 
others.  With  a  charadter  like  his,  he  muft  neceflarily  pafs,  fome- 
times  for  the  weakeft  of  beings,  fometimes  for  a  perfon  of  inflexible 
obftinacy  ;  and  he  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  Every  thing 
wounds  and  irritates  his  extreme  fenfibility  ;  the  lead  weight  op- 
prefles  him,  but  his  natural  elafticity  prevents  his  being  crufhed  by 
the  greateft.  As  an  effedt  of  this  difpofition,  he  gives  way  the  firft 
moment  to  the  mod  violent  tranfport^ — and  the  moment  after,  at  lead 
upon  the  flighted  refledtion,  he  becomes  calm  and  gentle.  This 
fame  difpofition  renders  him  patient  and  always  contented  ;  while  it 
likewife  puts  him  in  a  condition  promptly  to  receive,  and  as  promptly 
to  give  back  drong  impreflions.  What  he  attempts  to  learn,  he  ei¬ 
ther  learns  at  once,  or  he  never  will.  He  is  fond  of  metaph)  deal 
fpeculations,  and  has  not  capacity  fufficient  to  comprehend  the  fim- 
pled  piece  of  mechanifm.  His  mind  employs  itfelf  with  abdracfl  and 
complex  ideas  ;  he  rejeds  all  that  is  obxure  or  confufed,  and  pur- 
fues  analyfis  up  to  fird  principles.  His  memory  is,  at  once,  one  of 
the  happied,  and  one  of  the  weaked.  After  thrice  running  over  a 
difeourfe  of  an  hour  long,  which  he  himfclf  has  written  or  dictated. 
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he  fhall  be  able  to  repeat  it  word  for  word  with  all  the  intereft  and 
warmth  which  the  fubje£t  demands, — and  when  he  has  finifhed,  you 
might  venture  to  wager  that  he  does  not  fo  much  as  remember  the  text. 
He  is  able  to  recite  at  great  length  ;  and  of  twenty  proper  names  he  is 
hardly  capable  of  retaining  a  fingle  one.  What  he  has  once  attentive¬ 
ly  made  his  own,  will  never  more  efcape  him.  He  has  fomething  of 
a  poetical  talent.  His  imagination,  it  is  faid,  is  wild  and  extravagant,  • 
prodigioufly  eccentric,  and  of  confequence  greatly  decried,  and  with 
an  appearance  of  reafon.  It  is  true,  that  left  to  itfelf  it  would  run  in¬ 
to  excefs  and  take  too  higth  a  flight :  but  it  is  under  the  dominion  of 
two  fevere  guardians  which  never  leave  it  for  a  moment,  or  which 
at  leaft  never  entirely  lofe  fight  of  it — and  thefe  guardians  are  good  fenfe 
and  an  honejt  heart.  The  man  in  queftion  paffes  for  crafty ,  and  he  is 
only  inconf  derate,  becaufe  he  has  his  heart  at  his  lips.  He  has  been 
accufed  of  a  difpofition,  to  intrigue;  and  he  protefts,  that  if  ever  he 
thought  himfelf  guilty  of  the  fmalleft  artifice,  or  of  the  leaft  ambi¬ 
guity  in  his  a£tions,  he  has  always  been  the  firft  to  accufe  himfelf  and 
to  acknowledge  his  fault. 

Rarely  will  you  fee  fo  much  a£livity  united  to  fo  much  tranquilli¬ 
ty,  fo  much  natural  vivacity  to  fo  much  moderation.  It  is  abfolute- 
ly  impoflible  to  prevent  his  purfuing  and  carrying  through  an  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  has  once  ferioufly  engaged — but  on  the  other  hand, 
he  blindly  fubmits  to  the  determinations  of  Providence,  and  regards 
every  thing  that  comes  to  pafs  as  an  effecl  of  the  Divine  Will.  He  is 
incapable  of  committing  an  a£t  of  injuftice,  or  of  perfifiing  in  error; 
never  will  he  be  guilty  of  premeditated  offence,  nor  of  profecuting 
fentiments  of  revenge.  He  is  timid  to  excefs,  and  poffeffes  a  courage 
that  rifes  to  intrepidity.  If  unfortunately  he  has  committed  a  fault, 
either  from  imprudence  or  credulity,  he  will  frankly  confefs  it,  even 
in  public.  Credulity  has  ever  been  his  great  failing,  a  failing  of 
which  it  is  impoffibie  to  cure  him.  Let  twenty  perfons  deceive  him 
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one  after  another,  he  will  not  however  believe  the  twenty  firft  capable 
of  deceiving  him  ;  but  the  man  who  has  once  impofed  on  him,  lofes 
credit  with  him  for  ever.  The  impreftions  he  has  received  are  not 
to  be  effaced.  In  his  youth  his  want  of  eloquence  was  almoft  pro¬ 
verbial,  and  now  he  is  followed  as  an  Orator.  He  knows  a  great 
deal ;  and  of  all  Scholars  by  profefhon  he  knows  the  leaft.  Once 
more,  what  he  does  not  catch  immediately,  he  never  will  underftand, 
by  dint  of  ftudy.  Nothing  he  poffeffes  is  acquired ;  every  thing  is,  in 
fome  fenfe,  given  him.  Every  thing  with  him  is  intuition ,  and  what 
has  once  taken  poffeffion  of  his  mind,  never  leaves  him  more ;  for 
he  examines  every  object  in  all  points  of  view  ;  weighs  it,  lays  it  up, 
and  identifies  it  with  himfelf.  He  reje&s  every  idea  which  he  can¬ 
not  harmonize  with  thofe  he  has  already  received.  The  eternal  blef- 
fednefs  of  the  righteous,  and  the  flighted:  fhade  of  a  filhouette,  walk 
hand  in  hand  in  his  foul.  He  refers  all  to  one  and  the  fame  end — 
and  finds  that  great  end  every  where.  He  is  folid,  with  a  decided 
difpofition  to  levity  :  with  his  religious  fentiments  he  blends  a  gentle 
melancholy.  His  extreme  fenfibility  difcompofes  not  his  natural  fe- 
renity ;  and  his  good  humour  rarely  leaves  him  half  a  day  together. 
He  loves,  without  ever  having  been  in  love ;  he  has  never  hitherto 
loft  a  fingle  friend.  His  fundamental  chara£ter  continually  brings 
him  back  to  the  grand  precepts  he  has  laid  down  as  the  rule  of  his 
own  conduft,  and  of  which  he  has  formed  to  himfelf  the  following 
code. 

*  Be  that  which  thou  art.  Let  nothing  be  great,  or  little  in  thine 
4  eyes.  Be  faithful  in  the  fmalleft  things.  Fix  thy  attention  on  what 
4  thou  art  doing,  as  if  that  were  the  only  thing  thou  hadft  to  do.  He 
4  who  has  a£ted  well  at  the  moment,  has  performed  a  good  a6tion  for 
4  all  Eternity.  Simplify  obje&s,  whether  in  acting,  or  in  enjoying, 
4  or  even  in  fuffering.  Confine  thy  attention  to  the  prefent  moment 
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*  to  that  which  is  neareft  and  moft  prefling.  Acknowledge  God  in  all 

*  things,  in  the  ftarry  heavens,  as  in  a  grain  of  fand.  Render  to  eve- 

*  ry  one  his  due.  Give  thy  heart  to  him  who  governs  all  hearts.  Be 
‘  juft  and  exa£t  in  the  minuteft  details.  Live  in  hope.  Learn  to  wait 
5  with  patience.  Learn  to  enjoy  every  thing,  and  to  forego  every 
e  thing.’ 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Let  us  now  pronounce  judgement  on  the  ftlhouette,  from  itfelf,  and 
as  if  we  knew  nothing  of  the  Original. 

A  poetic  chara6ler,  much  fentiment,  and  ftill  more  fenfibility, 
good-nature  carried  even  to  imprudence — Thefe  are  what  can  hardly 
be  refufed  to  this  profile. 

The  poetic  expreftion,  that  is  to  fay,  a  fertile  imagination,  joined 
to  a  quick  and  delicate  feeling — is  to  be  found  particularly  in  the 
contour  and  pofition  of  the  forehead,  and  more  particularly  ftili  in 
the  almoft  imperceptible  arch  of  that  ferret  nofe. 

The  good-nature  is  depi£ted  in  every  part  of  the  face,  by  contours 
gently  rounded,  without  any  thing  acutely  angular.  The  fame  cha- 
ra£ter  appears  ftili  more  diftindlly  in  that  advancing  lip,  a  trait  com¬ 
mon  to  all  young  children. 

The  long  interval  between  the  nofe  and  the  mouth  is  the  indica¬ 
tion  of  want  of  prudence  ;  and  of  precipitation. 

The  inferior  contour,  from  the  under  lip  to  the  extremity  of  the 
chin,  points  out  the  man  of  application,  and  the  friend  of  order. 

The  drawing  of  this  part  is  not  perfe£lly  corredt ;  for  the  under  lip 
is  too  ftrongly  marked,  and  the  hollow  above  the  chin  ought  to  retire 
foinething  more,  though  very  little;  but  fuch  as  we  fee  them  here, 
thefe  traits  announce  in  the  Original  a  fixed  character,  a  corredlnefs 
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of  intellect,  which  negleds  not  the  mofi;  minute  details — though,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  expreffion  which  they  produce  is  weakened, 
nay  totally  enervated,  by  the  lengthening  of  this  whole  fedion  of  the 
face,  and  of  that  which  is  adjoining  to  the  nofe. 

The  whole  face  expreffes  a  happy  feif-derelidion  :  he  fkims  along 
without  effort:  he  breathes  at  his  eafe  :  he  has  a  jocund  air:  he  is 
on  the  watch.  But  we  acknowledge  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  in¬ 
finite  difficulty  to  colled  thefe  different  charaders  into  one  fingle 
definition. 

Without  knowing  the  Original,  and  to  form  a  judgement  of  the 
filhouette  from  the  total  abfence  of  ftrait  lines  and  acute  angles,  and 
from  the  lengthened  traits  of  the  middle  part  of  the  face,  I  would 
affirm  with  perfed  convidion  of  being  right,  £  1  hat  I  perceive  in  it 
4  great  ftrength  of  imagination  ;  feeling  rapid  and  lively,  but  which 
4  preferves  not  the  firft  impreflions  for  any  considerable  length  of 
4  time  ;  a  clear  understanding,  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge 
4  and  attached  to  analyfis  lather  than  to  profound  refearch  ;  more 
4  judgement  than  reafon  ;  great  calmnefs,  with  much  adivity,  and 
4  facility  in  proportion.  This  man^  1  would  farther  fay,  is  not  form- 
4  ed  for  the  profeflion  of  arms,  nor  for  the  labours  of  the  cabinet.  A 
4  mere  nothing  oppreffes  him.  Leave  him  to  ad  with  perfed  free- 
4  dom  ;  he  is  already  but  too  heavily  loaded.  His  imagination  and 
4  his  fenfibility  transform  a  grain  of  fand  into  a  mountain;  but  thanks 
4  to  his  natural  elafficity,  he  is  frequently  not  more  oppreffed  by  the 
4  weight  of  a  mountain  than  of  a  grain  of  fand. 


B  B. 

When  the  features  are  in  the  lead:  relaxed  by  Nature,  Art  ufually 
prefents  them  much  more  relaxed  in  her  imitations  ;  in  like  manner 
alfo,  what  Nature  has  comprefled,  Art  comprelfes  hill  more.  Art 
almoft  always  adds  or  retrenches  :  very  rarely  does  fhe  obferve  the 
dimenfions  and  proportions  which  Nature  has  prefcribed. 

The  annexed  print  is  a  proof  of  this.  It  prefents  the  image  of 
the  perfon  whofe  character  we  have  juft  traced,  and  whofe  filhouette 
has  now  palled  under  review.  You  have  already  guefled  the  truth  ; 
it  is  the  Author  of  this  Work.  The  fketch  of  his  chara&er  drawn  by 
himfelf,  is  nearly  in  the  condition  of  his  portrait:  it  has  its  merits  and 
defers ;  I  mean  they  are  both  exa£t  in  feveral  refpe&s,  and  in  others 
far  from  being  fo.  The  Original  indeed  is  eafily  diftinguilhable,  but 
the  refemblance  is  by  no  means  perfe£t.  The  Portrait  is  drawn  more 
than  in  profile  :  it  prefents  the  face  turned  a  little  outward,  and  con- 
fequently  admits  not  of  an  exa£t  comparifon  with  the  filhouette. 

It  announces  more  wifdom  and  penetration.  Why  ?  Becaufe  the 
angle  below  the  nofe  is  more  obtufe.  On  the  other  hand,  you  find  in 
this  deftgn  much  lefs  poetic  expreflion,  becaufe  the  under  part  of  the 
face  proje£ts  not  fo  much  as  in  the  filhouette. 

Here  the  whole  exprefles  rather  the  tranquillity  of  the  mind,  than 
its  a£tivity. 

The  noftril  denotes  fenfibility  and  moderate  delires. 

The  jaw  gives  not  the  vivacity  of  the  chara£ter  with  fufficient  force, 

Gentle  and  tender  affe£tion  is  depi&ed  in  the  eye  and  mouth. 
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C  C. 

Here  is  the  fame  portrait  dill,  prefenting  three  fourths  of  the  face;  its 
identity  is  difcernible  in  each  trait  feparately,  but  fcarcely  fo  in  the 
whole  taken  together.  The  immoderate  length  of  the  under  part  de- 
flroys  all  the  proportions.  The  principal  form  is  quite  deranged.  The 
upper  part  of  the  head,  and  particularly  the  right  fide  of  the  forehead, 
is  not  in  harmony  with  the  podtion  of  the  nofe  ;  the  eyes  are  not  dif¬ 
fidently  fore-fhortened.  That  excepted,  this  attitude  and  this  man¬ 
ner  of  drawing  would  be  infinitely  charafteridic  for  Phyfiognomy. 
The  nofe  is  more  mafculine,  but  it  has  lefs  delicacy.  The  mouth  has 
more  precifion  :  you  obferve  in  it  a  great  expreffion  of  goodnefs,  but 
it  is  too  childifh.  The  bone  of  the  eye  is  better  marked  here,  while 
the  furface  of  the  forehead  is  defeftive  in  point  of  truth.  Every  thing 
in  this  face  is  violently  drained.  The  eye  is  rather  haggard,  than  the 
attentive  eye  of  an  Obferver :  with  fuch  a  look,  one  has  rather  the  air 
of  purfuing  vifions,  than  of  fearching  after  realities.  In  other  refpefts, 
though  this  print  announces  in  the  Original  lefs  fpirit  than  the  preced¬ 
ing;  though  you  remark  in  it  a  tint  of  coldnefs  and  even  of  infipidity, 
it  promifes  neverthelefs  a  charafter  gentle  and  peaceful,  who  wifhes 
no  one  any  harm,  Who  is  fubjeft  neither  to  caprice  nor  violent  tranf- 
port ;  a  charafter,  in  a  word,  rather  formed  for  receiving  than  for  giv¬ 
ing  impulfe.  In  general,  this  portrait  has  not  the  fame  manners,  the 
fame  tafte,  nor  the  fame  originality  with  the  fird. 

This  comparifon  may  ferve  as  a  lelfon  to  portrait  Painters,  who, 
for  the  mod  part,  endeavour  to  give  every  feature  apart  with  drift 
fidelity,  without  greatly  troubling  themfelves  about  the  effeft  which 
the  whole  is  to  produce.  Such  Painters  may  be  compared  to  thofe 
Authors  who  in  order  to  delineate  a  moral  charafter,  copy  fome  traits 
of  it  with  much  correftnefs,  and  afterwards  compofe  a  whole  in  which 
it  is  impodlble  to  difcover  the  Original.  We  fhall  prefently  refume 
this  fubjeft,  and  treat  it  in  detail,  in  the  Fragment  on  Portraits. 
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Whether  this  profile  of  Homer  be  authentic  or  not,  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  moft  powerfully  fignificant  ;  it  announces  a  creative  mind,  fertile 
in  invention,  and  filled  with  the  noble  images  which  it  fcatters  abroad 
with  fuch  unbounded  profufion.  This  may  be  difcovered  in  the  con¬ 
tour  of  the  nofe,  and  in  the  upper  lip,  fufpended  over  the  lower,  with¬ 
out  touching  it.  Nothing  can  be  more  chara&eriftic,  more  decifive 
than  the  whole  of  this  upper  lip  :  it  indicates  intenfe  application  and 
exquifite  tafte.  The  cavity  between  the  nofe  and  the  forehead  con¬ 
tains  as  much  poetic  expreffion  as  the  arch  of  that  nofe,  which  feems 
formed  for  delicate  fenfations.  The  forehead  is  a  treafure  of  obferva- 
tions  and  experiments  ;  and  finally  the  chin  proje£iing  thus  feems  to 
affix  the  feal  to  the  totality  of  the  charafter. 
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A  fimple  fragment  of  outline,  the  bare  delineation  of  the  face  turned 
a  little  alide,  explains  at  once  a  multitude  of  particulars.  It  would 
give  me  pleafure  to  elucidate  this  new  affertion,  and  to  fupport  it  by 
incontrovertible  proofs,  if  I  had  not  partly  done  this  by  the  multitude 
of  examples  already  produced,  and  if  the  copioufnefs  of  the  fubje&s 
which  remain  to  be  treated,  permitted  me  to  enlarge  on  this  particu¬ 
lar.  The  arch  of  the  forehead,  the  contour  of  the  bone  of  the  eye, 
and  its  tranfition  to  the  cheek  bone,  are  all  of  them  traits  whofe  truth 
is  obvious. 

The  fragments  i.  2.  3.  prefent  contours  of  the  face  turned  lefs  or 
more  afide.  All  the  three  belong  to  the  fame  head — and  it  is  the  head 
of  a  man  of  genius,  who  a£ts  not  always  with  the  moderation  of  the 

Sage. 

The  contours  4.  5.  have  been  detached  from  the  profile  of  a  very 
fenfible  young  man,  who  pofifeffes  great  talents  for  drawing,  and  that 
happy  corre£tnefs  of  eye,  which  is  fo  neceffary  to  fuccefs  in  woiks  of 

art. 

The  contours  6.  7.  are  thofe  of  another  .young  man  of  great  abili¬ 
ty,  of  great  application  to  the  ftudy  of  his  art,  and  very  correfl  in  his 

defigns. 
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We  have  not  yet  come  to  treat  of  foreheads  in  particular ;  but  it 
may  not  perhaps  be  wholly  out  of  place,  to  fay  a  fevv  words  in  the 
Chapter  of  Silhouettes,  on  the  contours  of  the  forehead.  Behdes,  be¬ 
ing  uncertain  whether  I  (hall  live  long  enough  to  complete  and  pub- 
lifh  my  collection  of  phyfognomical  lines ,  I  rifle  nothing  in  terminating 
this  Fragment  by  an  Effay,  on  which  the  attentive  Obferver  will  per¬ 
haps  fet  a  higher  value  than  all  the  reft  of  the  Work.  The  two  fol¬ 
lowing  plates  are  defigned  to  demonftrate  the  importance  of  the  form 
of  the  fcull  and  forehead,  and  confequently,  of  the  exterior  contours 
of  the  profile,  confidered  in  themfelves.  The  perfon  who  rejeCts  the 
evidence  of  the  proofs  which  this  examination  will  produce,  ought 
to  fhut  my  Book,  calmly  put  it  afide,  and  never  open  it  more :  for  I 
fhall  never  be  able  to  convince  him. 

OUTLINES  OF  FOREHEADS. 

A. 

Almoft  all  thefe  foreheads  are  irregular. 

I.  The  firft  live  are  lefs  fo  however  than  the  others,  becaufe  they 
are  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  Ample  of  all.  Taken  in  the  whole, 
they  may  be  placed  in  the  number  of  perpendicular  foreheads,  though 
they  all  deviate  fomewhat  from  a  regular  plumb-line.  Nature  rejeCts 
continued  perpendiculars.  Never  does  fhe  fubjeCt  an  entire  body  to 
them  ;  and  this  line,  which  is  no  where  found  fixed,  has  been  re- 
ferved  only  to  mark  the  fall  of  it. 

The  contour  e  therefore  is  the  moft  extraordinary,  as  being  the 
moft  perpendicular,  and  yet  you  perceive  in  it  feveral  deviations. 
Were  it  poffible  there  fhould  exift  a  contour  of  the  forehead  perfectly 
perpendicular  and  drawn  by  rule — I  am  perfuaded  that  with  fuch  a 
forehead,  a  man  would  be  incapable  of  forming  a  Angle  reafonable 
idea. 


The 


OF  SILHOUETTES. 


237 


The  five  foreheads  of  the  firft  row  all  belong  to  the  fame  clafs. 
One  would  be  tempted  to  denominate  them  fcrutinizing  foreheads . 
There  can  be  nothing  at  lead  more  anti-poetic.  Their  pace  is  calm 
and  flow,  grave  and  fure :  they  turn  afide  neither  to  the  right  hand 
nor  to  the  left ;  every  thing  belonging  to  the  province  of  imagination 
is  foreign  to  them ;  they  do  all  according  to  weight  and  meafure ; 
they  reduce  all  to  rule  and  compafs.  b  is  the  weakeft,  e  the  molt 
thoughtful. 

II.  The  Hope  of  thefe  conftitutes  their  irregularity.  They  have 
an  imagination  ardent,  violent,  impetuous ;  and  if  you  except  z,  they 
announce  fo  many  capricious  fools,  given  to  a  thoufand  abfurdi- 
ties.  k ,  will  fingularize  himfelf  {fill  more  than  the  reft. 

III.  Here  are  fome  which  compofe  a  medley  of  every  kind  of 
irregularity.  Throughout  life,  and  in  fpite  of  every  exertion,  fuch 
men  will  never  produce  any  thing  but  extravagance  and  folly. 

In  general  all  the  foreheads  of  this  plate  bear  the  imprefs  of  caprice 
in  their  exceftive  height ;  and  this  fault  alone  would  be  fufficient  to 
render  them  irregular. 
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OUTLINES  OF  FOREHEADS. 

B. 

Among  thefe  25  contours  of  foreheads  not  one  is  entirely  regular. 
a  is  more  fo  than  the  others,  and  would  be  altogether  fo,  if  the  lower 
protuberance  rofe  a  little  higher,  and  thereby  the  concavity  in  the 
middle  were  rendered  not  quite  fo  long.  It  is  poflible,  neverthelefs, 
that  this  may  be  the  forehead  of  a  very  honeft  man,  and  a  valuable 
member  of  fociety ;  but  as  to  the  reft,  they  have  either  no  exiftence 
in  Nature,  or  they  fuppofe  brainlefs  heads,  or  finally,  they  are  decided 
fools  and  idiots. 

The  defigns  to  which  I  refer  are  pofitive  to  the  laft  degiee.  Let  any 
one  take  the  trouble  to  trace  accurately  human  foieheads  from  the 
lhade,  to  reduce  them  to  the  fame  fize,  and  compare  them  with  thefe. 
And  after  having  made  this  experiment,  let  the  Reader  produce  me  a 
fingle  forehead,  like  one  of  thefe,  that  belongs  to  a  w  ife,  reafonable, 
judicious  man'— and  I  will  acknowledge  I  have  milled  him,  I  will 
reftore  the  price  of  my  Book,  and  make  him  every  compenfation  he 
can  reafonably  demand.  The  foreheads  a  e  are  not  yet  totally  def- 
perate  ;  but  the  want  of  proportion  between  the  frontal  finus  and  the 
middle  and  upper  part,  will  for  ever  prevent  thefe  heads  from  becom¬ 
ing  entirely  fenfible.  b  and  c  efpecially  will  be  lefs  fo  than  the  others. 

In  the  fecond  row  e—i  I  fee  fools  only,  and  they  are  fo,  becaufe 
the  frontal  finus  terminates  in  a  point.  'Were  it  not  foi  this  point, 
g.  A,  1,  might  poftibly  have  fenfe  to  a  certain  degree. 

In  the  fubjefts  of  the  three  following  rows,  the  chaiacter  of  ftupi- 
dity  proceeds  from  this,  that  the  line  which  extends  to  the  end  of  the 
nofe  admits  in  no  fenfe  of  a  regular  progreflion.  This  fault  is  parti¬ 
cularly  ft riking  in  all  the  foreheads  of  the  fourth  and  filth  rows. 

Nature  forms  neither  contours  nor  lines  whofe  progrelfion  is  not 

poflible,  coherent,  natural  and  homogeneous. 
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